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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

English Schools Table Tennis Championships 

 

This week, the Academy Under 13 and Under 16 Table Tennis Teams 

competed in the Great Manchester Schools Table Tennis Championships, a 

qualifying event for the English Schools Championships. Both teams 

qualified for the regional finals as Tameside Champions and had the 

opportunity to play against some outstanding nationally ranked players. 

Our boys won several games throughout the afternoon with the Under 13s 

finishing in 3rd place and the U16s finishing in 4th place overall. Well done to 

both teams on playing some great Table Tennis and being brilliant 

ambassadors for our school.  

 

Funbi Oseni, Nana Kwame Asabere, Luke Manning and Razvan Galateanu 

represented the Academy on the U13 Team and Evan Beecham, Daniel 

Galateanu, Dzhan Sali and James Hunston represented the Academy on the 

U16 Team.    

 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Meanwhile, in Food and Nutrition….. 
 
Our Pizzas started off like this….. 

                                                                                                         
….and ended up like this! 
 

 
Remember, this isn’t just cooking, this is Art, Collaboration, Confidence, Communication, Creativity,   

Geography, History, Mathematics, Organisation, Problem Solving, Science and Time Management! 

Well done Year 10 on making your own mozzarella cheese from milk, rennet and citric acid and then 

using it to create some wonderful pizzas!     
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And in Geography…… 

 

Year 7 pupils were asked to create a 3D model 

to demonstrate how contour lines show 

changes in height on a map. Some pupils 

created models using colours to show the 

different layers, called ‘colour layering’, whilst 

others used the same colours but labelled the 

lines to indicate the height.  

 

In the photo, Saira Khanom and Desire 

Okoduwa show that learning about contours 

can be fun! 

 

Supporting Mathematics in our Partner Primary Schools  

 

The following article was written by Han Yun Yu.  

 

Earlier this month, the Maths Department invited primary 

school children from Fairfield Road, Greenside and St 

Mary’s to take part in a range of activities to enhance 

their mathematical knowledge.  

 

The activities that were chosen so that the children would have fun and learn at the same time. The 

activities chosen were: ‘Codebreaker’, ‘Leapfrog’, ‘Snakes and Ladders’ and ‘Colour Combination’ 

Quizzes. All the activities were created and organised by Year 9 students and were designed to help 

the children develop a range of mathematical skills. The main aim of the event was not only to 

enhance the pupils’ knowledge and understanding but also to share our passion for Maths and show 

them that Maths is not just about numbers and algebra. During the event, the children gave 

feedback showing how much they enjoyed the event. Some of the comments are shown here. 

  

‘It was challenging but I loved it.’ 

‘I loved Codebreaker.’ 

‘The colour combination puzzles were the best!’ 

‘All of the activities were amazing.’ 

‘Leapfrog was really engaging and fun’.  

‘You should use all the activities at the next event’. 

 

This event was highly beneficial to the school in helping us build 

stronger links with our Partner Primary Schools. The event also allowed 

the Year 9 students, Han Yun Yu, James Mellor, Diya Mistry, Ryan 

Hutchinson and Morsal Amir to lead an event and build their character. 

It was also beneficial for the primary school children as they could talk 

to older students, learn and enjoy themselves at the same time. 
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Leadership Celebration 

 

Members of the Academy Leadership Team meet with students each week in recognition of their 

achievements, skills, personal qualities or contribution to Academy Life. This week, Mr Evans had a 

breakfast of Hot Chocolate and French Pastries with a group of students who are amongst those 

who have achieved the highest number of PRIDE Points in their respective year groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brogan Williams     Osaid Rajjoub     Lucas Taylor     Amy Oates     Michael Sarpong 

Gad Amakye     Shakira Cusick     Bilal Sanni 

 

Droylsden Academy’s first ‘Inter-House’ competition 

 

As you may remember from Edition 9 of Newsflash, the Academy now has a ‘House’ system with all 

our students allocated to one of four Houses, Albion, Oakfield, Saxon and Victoria, named after the 

four Droylsden Mills which once provided employment for the town and sent textiles all over the 

World. This week we held our first Inter-House competition, a Year 7 ‘Maths Battle’, where students 

could score points for both their Form Group and their House!     

 

The competition was brilliantly organised 

and hosted by Adam Ali-Brown, Eryn Rowan 

and Lucy Alderson, all from Year 10, who 

fired questions and problems, based on the 

Year 7 Maths curriculum, at the contestants 

representing the four Houses. 

 

Well done to the 28 competitors who took 

part in the Maths Battle, all of whom won 

points for their Form Group and their House 

and received a medal in recognition of their 

efforts.  
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The competition was extremely close with Form Group 7D 

and House Saxon eventually crowned as winners! 

Congratulations to Ilir Caka, Charlotte Morris, Befe Gudeta 

and Joshua Hodge for winning the trophy for their Tutorial 

and their House! 

 

Can you work out the tie 

break problem? 

 

How many triangles are 

there here in total?  

 

 

 

Ilir Caka     Charlotte Morris     Befe Gudeta     Joshua Hodge     Angelo Moraru     Harry Chambers     

Violet Hodges-Blackshaw     Brandon Bonney     Thomas Weaver    Adam Feeney     Rahela Nastase     

Georgia Morris     Eric Bayo-Vergara     Dylan Hall     Ben Kealy     Corey Whipday-O’Neill      

Quyen Nguyen     Damola Oseni     Ellie Lucas     Jessica Clarke     Desire Ohoduwa       Ellie Barton     

Zhaine Linney     Leah Walker     Aleksandra Baca     Jackson Gaskin     Kyle Sreenan     Chloe Lees 

 
And finally in Art…. 
 
Here are two wonderful 
examples of ‘Light Painting’ 
and ‘Bokeh’ by Liam McGurk 
and Oliver McLaren, both 
from Year 11. 
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The Anthony Sedden Trust 

 

This week, Year Representatives had the 

opportunity to visit the Anthony Sedden Centre in 

Ashton to hear about the services they provide for 

adults and young people in Tameside. Last year, 

we raised £117 for the Centre which will go 

towards funding the activities they run for people 

struggling with mental health issues, including 

Music Therapy, Art Classes and a Drop-in Centre 

with Counsellors. Thank you to all those that 

helped raise money for the Centre and the 

important work that they do.  

 

Toy Appeal 

 

You still have one week to support the 

Appeal by contributing a toy and helping to 

spread a little happiness this Christmas. Why 

not pick up an extra present when you go 

shopping this weekend and get one of the 

criteria for your Character Pillar ticked off at 

the same time? Please refer to the ‘flyer’ for 

further information on items to buy. The toys 

are being collected on Friday 6th December 

so please make sure you get any contribution 

in before then, either through your Form 

Tutor, or by handing it in at Student Services 

or to Mrs McCallum. Thank you to all the 

students and parents who have contributed 

to the Appeal already! 

 

Christmas Stocking Raffle 

 

There is still time to buy a raffle ticket from Student Services and support ‘Save the Children’, one of 

our chosen charities. The Draw will be held on Wednesday 18th December.  

SUPPORT FOR OUR CHOSEN CHARITIES 
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When you wish upon a Star! 

 

Students from across the Academy have been 

taking part in Cross Country this week. The students 

have been running a course around the Academy 

grounds in preparation for the Tameside Cross 

Country Championships on Tuesday 3rd December. 

Students from Years 7 and 8 have also been running 

to raise money for the ‘When you wish upon a Star’ 

Charity and their ‘Laps for Lapland’ Appeal, with the 

students involved all wearing Elf hats! Thank you to 

all those students who supported the Appeal and 

please remember to drop off your sponsor money 

with Mrs MCallum in M12 as soon as possible!  

 

 

 

 

Our Open Evening in September was another huge success and we saw over 1000 prospective 

children and parents visit the school. As a result of this evening and the growing reputation that the 

school has in the local community, first choice applications from year 6 parents have increased again 

this year with 220 parents identifying our school as their first choice for September 2020. The tables 

here show how the number of first preferences and the total number of applications for Droylsden 

Academy have increased over the last four years. 

 

 

Whilst we are delighted to be heavily oversubscribed, we are mindful that this does mean that, with 

only 180 places available, a significant number of students will not get their first preference of 

school.    

 

 

Year 11, you are 12 weeks into your final year there are only 18 school weeks left, just 90 days in 

school, until your first GCSE exam.  

 

You will receive the results of your Pre-Public Exams next week. Whilst we hope and expect that 

many of you will be very pleased with your results, there will, inevitably, be some who are 

disappointed. The main purpose of the Pre-Public Exams is to prepare you for your final GCSE 

examinations next summer, to find out what you know and understand and to identify areas that 

you still need to work at.  

Number of first 

preferences 

2017 2018 2019 2020 

97 102 189 220 

Total number of 

applications 

2017 2018 2019 2020 

341 372 517 565 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 

AN INCREASINGLY POPULAR AND HEAVILY OVERSUBSCRIBED SCHOOL 
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The Pre-Public Exams will also have shown some of you that there are no short cuts and that the 

only way to guarantee success is through hard work and thorough preparation. The important thing 

for all of you is that you learn from the experience and any mistakes you may have made and give 

yourself the best possible opportunity to succeed next summer.  

 
 
 
Droylsden Schools Partnership Quiz 
 

With the weather drawing in and the schools hurtling towards Christmas, what better time than to 

participate in a little light-hearted quizzing?  Last week saw the first DSP quiz of the year between 

Droylsden Academy and our Partner Primary Schools with four primaries pitting their general 

knowledge against the Academy Year 7 Team.  As usual, the primary teams were impeccably 

behaved, though towards the end the excitement was getting to all of the competitors!   

 

The ‘Test The Teacher’ Round, with 10 questions on popular culture, always sends the Primary 

Teachers into a spin.  However, this year they seemed to have done their homework with Mr Ellis 

from Greenside Lane scoring 9/10 and Mr Cusik from St. Mary’s not far behind.  Ms Worsley from 

Droylsden Academy did fairly well as did Mrs Climance from Manchester Road and Mrs Smith from 

Fairfield.   

 

The quiz overall was a hard fought contest, with only 3 marks separating the top 3 schools, but,  with 

a total of 21 points, Greenside Lane were the victors and take the DSP Inter-School Quiz trophy back 

to their school to show off until the next quiz in March.  Well done to all of the teams including the 

Droylsden Team which consisted of Brogan Williams, Alfie-Lee Murphy, Befe Gudeta and Isabel 

Murphy. A special thank you goes to Jamie Arora from Year 9, who was the Technical Assistant and 

Scorer for the event. 

 
Computers in the Library  

Those of you who have been missing the use of computers in the Library will be delighted to know 

that, thanks to the generosity of IT, there is now a small number of Chrome books available for 

students to use at break and lunchtimes.  In order to use the computers, students will need to hand 

in their planner to the Librarian or Student Librarians, which will be returned when the Chrome 

Book is returned.  These computers will be available to use from next Monday break time. 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
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New participants 

  

The Bronze Award has now been launched with Year 9 at a special Assembly and letters with further 

information have been given to all students across the year group. Similarly, next week, letters about 

the Silver Award will be given to all those Year 10 students who completed the Bronze Award during 

the last academic year. If you have any questions regarding the Duke of Edinburgh Award, please 

contact Mrs McCallum or Mr Bentick.  

         

Last year, around fifty Year 9 students signed up to the programme, all of whom have either 

achieved, or are well on their way to achieving, their Bronze Award. Similarly, around thirty Year 10 

students progressed on from their Bronze Award to achieve Silver. The Duke of Edinburgh Award is 

highly valued by Colleges, Universities and Employers as a testament to a student’s character, 

commitment and attitude and we hope that a record number of Year 9 students will sign up to the 

Award this year.  

 

The following comments are just some of those made by Year 9 students who took part last year:  

 

‘For my volunteering I worked in a charity shop. I have learnt a lot from volunteering and it was fun 

because I felt a lot more independent when on the till and putting out the stock.’  

 

‘I was a Dance Lead for my volunteering which was really fun as I was able to mentor younger 

students doing something that I love.’  

 

‘I found the volunteering really useful as it allowed me to have some time to myself to clear my head. 

I would either walk my dog or dogs belonging to family and friends.’  

 

‘I enjoyed the skills aspect of the Award as I learnt to ride a horse properly.’  

 

‘I liked the volunteering part because I got to meet new people.’ 

 

‘For my skill, I learnt to play the piano. I finally committed to actually trying to do something without 

giving up easily as I knew I had to complete it.’  

 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
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Duke of Edinburgh Cohort (2018-2019) 

 

There are still some students who have not, as yet, uploaded evidence for their Bronze or Silver 

Awards. Each student has been sent a personalised email with clear instructions on what they need 

to do. Mr Bentick or Mrs McCallum will be in M12 next Wednesday, 4th December, the deadline date 

for submitting your evidence, from 2.40pm – 4.30pm if students require any help or advice. Failure 

to upload evidence for all 3 sections, Volunteering, Skills and Physical, will mean that you cannot 

complete the Award.  

 

 

Congratulations to Ellie Craven from Year 11 who has been 

nominated as Student of the Week. 

 

Ellie has been nominated by the Science Department as she 

works exceptionally hard and has an absolutely brilliant 

attitude to her studies. Ellie’s preparation for her Biology 

Pre-Public Examination was meticulous and she covered the 

whole specification for the paper. She really deserves to do 

well but, whatever the outcome, no-one could question her 

commitment and positive attitude. With continued effort, 

we are sure, however, that Ellie will achieve outstanding 

results in the summer GCSE examination. 

 

 

 

 

‘Ignite’ Speech Night  

 

Don’t forget the Ignite Speech Night on Wednesday 4th December! You are all very welcome to 

attend and support our students in what, for many of them, will be their first experience of public 

speaking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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The Academy Christmas Concert  

 

Please join us for an evening of Classical and 

Contemporary Music and Dance at the Academy 

Christmas Concert on Wednesday 11th December. 

 

Tickets, priced at £2.00 each, are available from 

Student Services. All proceeds will go to Ronald 

McDonald House, a charity which provides hospital 

accommodation for the families of seriously ill 

children. 

 

E-Safety 

 

With the vast array of Social Media Platforms and 

Apps available, E-Safety can be a huge concern for 

parents. With this in mind we will be publishing a 

series of guides which we hope will help you keep 

your children safe and secure. The second guide on 

‘Video Games and Violent Behaviour’ can be found 

on the back page of this edition. 

 

With Christmas approaching, parents may be thinking of buying a games console or a game for their 

child. As with any form of technology or online space, adult offenders can use gaming platforms to 

target children and build relationships with them. Understanding the different elements of gaming, 

and how they can be used by offenders, can help you keep your child safe. The link here contains 

some really useful information: 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/   

 

The following link can also help you in setting up the parental controls for your child's console: 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-guide/gaming-consoles-for-children/  

 

Attendance Christmas Draw 

 

Remember, 100% attendance and excellent punctuality over the 

half term gets you in the ‘Grand Christmas Draw’ where you 

could win one of these great prizes! 

 

1st Prize  A Mountain Bike and helmet 

2nd Prize £75 Voucher 

3rd Prize £50 Voucher 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-guide/gaming-consoles-for-children/
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World Challenge 

  

A reminder than the ‘sign up’ deadline for the World Challenge trip to Morocco is Thursday 5th 

December. The trip, which will take place in the summer of 2021, involves a 13 night adventure with 

the company ‘World Challenge’. Students will travel around Morocco and help a community in the 

High Atlas Mountains to promote and develop access to female education.   

 

An email with the information about the World 

Challenge has been emailed to those parents 

that expressed an interest in the trip but were 

unable to attend the parent information night. 

 

The sign up requires a deposit of £150. Each 

student going will then need to fundraise and/or 

contribute £1862 with the school donating a 

further £500 for each student. Please read the 

terms and conditions before signing up. If you 

have any questions about the World Challenge, 

please contact Mrs McCallum.  

 

 

 

 

Droylsden Academy will be competing in the Tameside Cross Country Championships on Tuesday 3rd 

December. 

 

Year 11 students studying GCSE Food and Nutrition will be dining at the Tameside College 

Restaurant at ‘Tameside One’ on Tuesday 3rd December. 

 

The first ‘Ignite’ Speech Night will take place on the evening of Wednesday 4th December. 

 

The Under 14 Girls Football Team will be competing in a Schools Tournament at the Etihad Campus 

on Thursday 5th December.  

 

The Academy Christmas Concert will take place on the evening of Wednesday 11th December. 

 

The trip to the Lowry to watch a performance of ‘The Grinch’ will take place on Wednesday 18th 

December. 

 

The Academy will break up for the Christmas Holiday on Friday 20th December at 12.00pm. 

 

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
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