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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

The Academy Testing Centre 

 

We opened the Academy COVID Testing Centre last week as we 

welcomed back staff and the children of key workers, or those 

who need some additional support, to school. Testing involves 

the use of ‘lateral flow’ test kits and helps to identify any 

asymptomatic cases who may not otherwise be detected. All 

consenting students attending school have now taken two 

tests, with the requisite time lag between them, and staff in 

school are now also tested on a weekly basis. Going forward, 

daily testing of close contacts of any positive cases will act as an 

alternative to self-isolation.     

 

So far, the process has run very smoothly and we would like to thank both the students for their 

mature and positive approach to the testing procedure and all the staff who have undertaken 

training to manager and administer the process. We would also like to thank the site staff for setting 

up the testing area.       
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In the photographs here, Kacey-Leigh Moscrop (Year 11) gets ready to self-administer her test.  

 

Here we go again! 

 

Welcome back to those students who have joined us on site since Christmas. Thank you for the high 

standards you have set and for your positive attitude to learning.     
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Learning from home 

 

From last Monday, all year groups have been following their normal timetable, whether in school or, 

for the vast majority of students, at home. All students have been accessing live lessons with their 

class teacher.  

 

If you have any problems in accessing your lessons then this short video, attached to the link here, 

should help. 

 

https://www.loom.com/share/f13573ee20384a80bcb1088cab03581b 

 

Attendance at live lessons is, of course, compulsory and registers are taken for all classes. The 

Attendance Team are tracking attendance  and will make contact with families when students are 

not present; if your child is ill and unable to work then please inform the Attendance Team so that 

they know why your child is absent.   

 

Please be aware that expectations of student behaviour in online lessons are exactly the same as our 

expectations in school and there will be serious consequences for any disruption to learning.  

 

 You must log on to your lessons on time and remain for the duration of the lesson. 

 Be polite at all times, do not call out and ensure that anything you type is sensible and 

appropriate. 

 Remain on task and work hard all lesson. 

 Follow all instructions from staff. 

 

There are also some specific rules for online lessons: 

 

 Please ensure your cameras are turned off when you join the call and that they remain off 

for the duration of the lesson. 

 Please turn your microphones off until your teacher specifically asks you to give an answer 

or contribute to the discussion.  

 Use the chat function to ask appropriate learning questions and give answers when directed 

by your teacher. 

 

If you have borrowed ICT equipment from school the expectations for the use of the device is the 

same as if you were using it in school: 

 

 Do not search for, or visit, any sites that may contain inappropriate content. 

 Do not use the device for communicating on social media. 

 Be aware that due to the installed tracking software, anything inappropriate that is typed or 

appears on the screen will trigger an alert at school and home will be contacted.  

 Please treat the equipment with care and respect.  

 

Thank you, enjoy your learning and continue to make great progress. 

https://www.loom.com/share/f13573ee20384a80bcb1088cab03581b
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Maths are back off to a flying start! 

 

Mrs Egan, the Curriculum Leader for Mathematics, has 

been delighted with the standard of work submitted 

by students this week and has submitted some 

examples for inclusion in Newsflash. 

 

The work here, on expanding brackets, was completed 

by Olivia Green (Year 10)… 

 

….and the work here, on financial mathematics and 

estimating was completed by Maria Bundache (Year 9). 
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Meanwhile, the following screen shots here are taken from a ‘live lesson’ on quadratic equations. 
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Year 7 

 

In Year 7, Evie Quinlan has been using her 

knowledge and understanding about 

electrical circuits…  

 

 

 

…and somewhere underneath the hoodie, Layton 

Keeley has been using his maths and science skills to 

find and seal any drafty areas at home. After detailed 

research of the family house, Layton identified, 

measured up and sealed five different ‘cold spots’ with 

draft tape. Although this provided a lot of amusement 

for everyone at home, his family were secretly quite 

impressed by his organisational skills, his accuracy, his 

resilience and his perseverance, especially when it 

came to sticking ‘unsticky’ sections of tape! Well done 

Layton, not only are you saving energy but you have 

got a warmer house and lower utility bills!         

 

As part of our work on ‘New Beginnings’, Year 7 students were recently asked to write a few words 

about what they thought made a ‘good’ Droylsden Academy student. There were some lovely 

responses to the activity which will be included in Newsflash over the coming weeks. Here are a 

couple of excerpts by Arion Caka, Bobby Dean, Mollie Clarke, and Isla Earith to start us off!   

 

Arion Caka Droylsden Academy students are proud and hardworking. They enjoy school and 

want to excel in everything they do.  

 

Bobby Dean A Droyslden Academy student is polite, hardworking and honest. I feel safe going to 

Droylsden Academy and I enjoy speaking to my friends and learning at the same 

time. I feel I gain a lot of knowledge about the World around me during Assembly 

and I always wake up in the morning excited to be going to school. 
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Mollie Clarke A Droylsden Academy Student has integrity and is polite, hardworking, honest and 

considerate.  

 

Isla Earith A Droylsden Academy student is someone who is respectful, who takes part and 

who is hardworking and honest. These are core values at the Academy and are 

expected from every student. Being honest means telling the truth at all times, 

hardworking means always trying your hardest and being respectful means being 

polite and kind to staff and the people around. 

 

Year 7 students were also asked to write about an achievement that they were proud of and, again, 

we have included some of their responses below! 

 

Adriano Abang Enow Being a member of the Droylsden Academy Community and getting good 

grades. 

 

Sam Askew  I am proud of being a ‘Zero-Hero’ with no 100% attendance, no late marks 

and no behaviour points. 

 

Kenzie Gallagher Making new friends in my bubble 

 

Millie Haggerty   Joining the School Council and being a ‘Zero-Hero’. 

 

Olivia Harrington  I'm proud of the start I have made and all my Pride Points. 

 

Rose MacArty  Winning the Cross Country and the Poetry Competition and being chosen to 

put up the Christmas Tree in school. 

 

Oliver Newsam  MVP in the Times Tables Rockstars Competition! 

 

Liam Peppard  Earning my Gold PRIDE Certificate. 

 

Daniel Thompson Earning my Gold PRIDE Certificate. 

 

 
 
Thank you for supporting your child at home and for your comments 

 

Thank you to parents and carers for your support in helping your children to access their online 

learning and, in some cases, for joining in too! Thank you also for the many positive comments we 

have received, some of which can be found below, they are really appreciated. 

 

‘Live lessons are going well. Can I just take the time to say thank you to the school and staff for all 

your hard work in bringing school to my home for the children at this time.’ 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
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‘Can I just say thank you so much to all the staff and teachers for all your hard work with the 

students. With your determination and dedication my son is making progress with his learning.’ 

 

‘Thank you very much to all the Year 11 teachers for all their hard work last week. I sat with my son 

listening to his lessons and I must say that listening to the teachers working with the students was 

wonderful. The students were working hard and the teachers were very patient and understanding.’  

 

‘Just like to say thanks. My daughter has just received a text from Tesco mobile with an extra 20 GB 

of data each month so thanks so much for giving us that information. Also just like to say how I find 

the online live really engaging, I am really impressed so far and thanks to all of you for putting so 

much into making this possible for the students. My daughter is engaged, organised and working 

really hard under the difficult circumstances of lockdown.’ 

 

‘Hi, my children are currently seated at the family table in the dining room attending their live lessons 

and as  I tip toe passed every now and again I can hear them being taught. It is so heart-warming 

and encouraging to listen and watch how engaging, helpful and hardworking the staff of the 

Academy are. They are a credit to the school and we feel blessed that our children are in your care. 

No favouritism but so far the lesson that made me smile the most was Maths with Mrs Lloyd, my 

daughter’s Maths teacher and how happy, uplifting, passionate and caring she was. To see your 

children smile and feel that their mental wellbeing is being lifted in these testing times is a credit to 

you. My five year old said ’I really like how nice and happy Mr Bambridge sounds’. We just wanted to 

send a really special thank you to all the staff, you are all doing an amazing job and our family really 

do appreciate you.’   

 

Parental feedback on online learning 

 

If you have any comments you would like to make about our 

programme of online learning, please email them to:   

 

haveyoursay@droylsdenacademy.com 

 

Please remember that, whilst we are always delighted to receive 

your positive comments, we are also really interested in any 

suggestions or ideas you have about further improvements we can 

make. 

 
 
 
 
Short Story Competition 

 

What makes you happy?  Cute cat videos on YouTube, learning the latest TikTok dances, playing 

video games with your friends or, possibly, singing at the top of your voice in the shower?  Whatever 

it is, I would like to hear about it!  We all need a little happiness in our lives at the moment so I am 

running a short story competition on the theme of happiness.  Tell me about what makes you happy 

MESSAGES FROM MRS GODRICH, THE ACADEMY LIBRARIAN 

mailto:haveyoursay@droylsdenacademy.com
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in a Word or Google document and the winning entry will not only be published in Newsflash, but 

the winner will also receive a fabulous prize! All entries should be about a page long and should be 

emailed to me at librarian@droylsdenacademy.com by the closing date of Wednesday 10th February. 

 

Good luck! 

 

Online Reading Groups 

 

As lockdown kicks in again, I have reinstated the ‘Greedy Readers Club’ online and will be posting 

weekly reading challenges as well as catching up with the books that our members are reading.  If 

you want to become a member, use the class code boshyyy on the Greedy Readers Google 

Classroom to join in the fun. 

 

I am also starting up our ‘Manga and Comic Book Club’ again on a new Google Classroom entitled 

‘Cookies and Comics’.  Here, students can pass on recommendations for new books and upload their 

fabulous artwork, which I have really missed seeing.  If you are interested in manga, comic books 

and graphic novels then the class code for the Cookies and Comic classroom is kqommkg. 

 

 
 
 
Why not use lockdown to get involved in some of our online extra-

curricular clubs? 

Details about all of the clubs that are running at the moment can be 

found below: 

Cryptography Club (Miss Kennedy) 

 

What?  Take weekly challenges to crack the codes and figure out the 

secret messages 

Who?  Open to all students 

How?  Email Miss Kennedy or use Google Classroom code 2blv5b7 

Miss Kennedy is also pleased to announce that the  Alan  Turing  

Cryptography Competition returns in 2021 with a new adventure, ‘The 

Tale of the Logical Lockdown’! The first puzzle will be released at 4pm 

on Monday 18th January 2021 in the Cryptography classroom with 

Miss Kennedy.  

Origami Club (Mrs Arabshahi) 

 

What?  Learn how to fold paper into all sorts of creative shapes, making two models per week. 

Who?  Open to all students 

How?  Email Mrs Arabshahi or use Google Classroom code 2yfgi6w 

GET INVOLVED! 

mailto:librarian@droylsdenacademy.com
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Curiosity Corner (Miss Jackson) 

 

What?  A place for curious people because somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be found 

out. 

Who?  Open to all students 

How?  Email Miss Jackson or use Google Classroom code ga5egio 

 

Philosophy Club (Mr Bentick) 

 

What?  Learn about and discuss philosophical and thought provoking topics 

Who?  Open to all students 

How?  Email Mr Bentick, Google Classroom code to follow 

 

Calligraphy Club (Mr Bentick)  

 

What?  Learn how to write in a using visual art   

Who?  Open to all students 

How?  Email Mr Bentick, Google Classroom code to follow 

  

Year 7 Drama Club (Miss Scantlebury) 

 

What?  A place where we can complete virtual drama games and generally be a bit silly!  

Who?   Year 7 

When?  Wednesday 12:00 - 12:35  

How?  Join using Google Classroom code zyjcjub 

  

Year 8/9 Drama Club (Miss Scantlebury) 

 

What?  A chance to develop your voice acting skills and work on radio plays  

Who?  All Year 8 and Year 9 Drama students  

When?  Friday 4:00 - 4:45  

How?  Join using Google Classroom code o35bvq3 

 

Connect Club (Miss Fitzpatrick & Miss Greenhalgh) 

 

What?  A space for LGBTQ+ students, allies, and those wishing to learn more about the community. 

Who?  Open to all students! 

How?  Email Miss Fitzpatrick or Miss Greenhalgh or use Google Classroom code mdw2xpb 

 

The Food Club (Mrs Arnold) 

 

What?  Post photos of things you’ve made and how you made them and what you are eating 

Who?  Open to all students 

How?  Join using Google Classroom code  kk2pwjx 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

Duke of Edinburgh (Miss Wictome and Mr Bentick) 

 

What?  Engage with the virtual teaching of Duke of Edinburgh 

Who?  Open to Year 10 

How?  Email Miss Wictome or Mr Bentick and join the Live Q&A sessions with Google Classroom 

code 6dc2h4f 

 

Film Club (Mr Bahrami) 

 

What?  Watch films, trailers and complete activities through intofilm.org 

Who?  All years can join the classroom, viewings will be scheduled in year groups and invites will be 

sent out. 

How?  Email Mr Bahrami or use Google Classroom code ccbh2eb 

  

 
 
 

Congratulations to Katelyn Yemm from Year 11 who has been 

nominated as student of the week. 

 

Katelyn has been nominated by Mr Tiley, her Maths Teacher, as she 

has engaged really well with the online lessons this week, as well as her 

lesson 6, and has even sent me additional revision notes that she made 

on a topic that she is finding difficult.  

 

Katelyn is a brilliant ‘Online Learning Role Model’ for all students in the 

Academy and demonstrates that lockdown does not have impact 

negatively on your learning. Well done Katelyn! 

 

 

 
 
Why not further your study and understanding in English, Maths and Science while working from 
home? Here are 3 courses which are entirely free! 
 

If you love Physics, the University of Tokyo are offering a short 

course called:  

 

‘From the Big Bang to Dark Energy’. 

 

What is the course about? 

 

We have learned a lot recently about how the Universe evolved in 13.7 billion years since the Big 

Bang. More than 80% of matter in the Universe is mysterious Dark Matter, which made stars and 

galaxies to form. The newly discovered Higgs-boson became frozen into the Universe a trillionth of a 

OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH THE EXCEL LEARNING HUB 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

http://intofilm.org/
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second after the Big Bang and brought order to the Universe. Yet we still do not know how ordinary 

matter (atoms) survived against total annihilation by Anti-Matter. The expansion of the Universe 

started acceleration about 7 billion years ago and the Universe is being ripped apart. The culprit is 

Dark Energy, a mysterious energy multiplying in vacuum. Professor Hitoshi Murayama will present 

evidence behind these startling discoveries and discuss what we may learn in the near future. 

 

You study online in your own time with the course taking around 30 hours in total. 

 

Sign up free here https://www.coursera.org/learn/big-bang 

 

If you enjoy your English, the University of Harvard, 

USA, are offering a short course called: 

 

‘Rhetoric: The Art of Persuasive Writing and Public 

Speaking’ 

 

What is the course about? 

 

We are living in a contentious time in history. Fundamental disagreements on critical policy, 

economic, and political issues make it essential to learn how to compose an effective argument and 

to analyse the arguments of others. This ability will help you engage in civil discourse and make 

needed changes in society. Conveying a convincing message can benefit your personal, public, and 

professional lives. 

 

This course is an introduction to the theory and practice of rhetoric, the art of persuasive writing and 

speech. In it, you will learn to construct and defend compelling arguments, a crucial skill in many 

settings. We will be using selected speeches from prominent twentieth-century Americans -- 

including Martin Luther King Jr., John F. Kennedy, Margaret Chase Smith, Ronald Reagan, and more -

- to explore and analyse rhetorical structure and style. Through this analysis, you will learn how 

speakers and writers persuade an audience to adopt their point of view. 

 

Built around Harvard Professor James Engell's on-campus course, "Elements of Rhetoric," this course 

will help you analyse and apply rhetorical structure and style, appreciate the relevance of persuasive 

communication in your own life, and understand how to persuade and recognize when someone is 

trying to persuade you. You will be inspired to share your viewpoint and discover the most powerful 

ways to convince others to champion your cause. Join us to find your voice! 

 

Sign up free here. https://www.edx.org/course/rhetoric-art-of-persuasive-writing-public-speaking 

 

You study online 2 to 3 hours per week for 8 weeks. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/big-bang
https://www.edx.org/course/rhetoric-art-of-persuasive-writing-public-speaking
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If Maths is your passion, then the University of Stanford, USA are offering a short course called: 

 

‘Introduction to Mathematical Thinking’ 

 

What is the course about? 

 

Mathematical thinking is not the same as doing 

mathematics. Professional mathematicians think a certain 

way to solve real problems, problems that can arise from 

the everyday world, or from science, or from within 

mathematics itself. A key feature of mathematical thinking 

is thinking outside-the-box – a valuable ability in today’s 

world. This course helps to develop that crucial way of 

thinking. Dr Keith Devlin is the instructor on this course. 

 

You study online for 30 to 39 hours. 

 

Sign up free here https://www.coursera.org/learn/mathematical-thinking 

 
Three opportunities that will really challenge and engage you and also look fantastic on your CV! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Although staff are not able to physically send ‘Well Done’ postcards home through the post at the 

moment, a number of them have nominated students to receive virtual postcards via Newsflash as 

detailed below.  

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Liam Tompkinson (Year 7) Mrs Burgess (Music) 

You have made a fantastic start to the online Music course and achieved an outstanding score in the 

assessment, well done Liam! 

 

WELL DONE POSTCARDS FROM THE ACADEMY 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/mathematical-thinking
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Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Georgia Morris (Year 8) Mrs Burgess (Music) 

Well done on a brilliant score on the test about the family of string instruments. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Eric Bayo-Vergara (Year 8) Mrs Burgess (Music) 

Well done for your participation in the online lessons and for same great answers in class. You also 

achieved a really good test score. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Lennon James (7)  Mrs Burgess (Music) 

Well done for your enthusiasm and participation in the online lessons Lennon and for some great 

answers. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Michael Boateng-Junior (Year 11)  Mrs Egan (Mathematics) 

For being such a well mannered, polite and hardworking young man! Well done Michael, you are an 

excellent role model! 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Maddison Brierley (Year 11) Mrs Egan (Mathematics) 

Thank you for your participation in our online lessons and for working so hard. Keep it up Maddison! 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Caden McLeod, Zhaine Linney and Bailey 

Johnson (Year 8) 

Miss Kickman (Art) 

For your participation in the lesson, reading to the class and making a really positive contribution. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Class 7A3 Art Miss Hickman (Art) 

For a fantastic discussion about the style of the artists Bob and Roberta Smith with an excellent use 

of key terms and phrases from your prior learning. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Dylan Francis (Year 7) Miss Hickman (Art) 

For your positive contribution in the lesson whem you read aloud to the class and shared your 

thoughts and ideas with all of us. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Class 10B GCSE Photography Miss Hickman (Art) 

For being resilient, hard working and supportive in these difficult times.  
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Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Class 7R History and, in particular, to Joshua 

Boott 

Mr Bushby (History) 

Thank you for such a positive and enjoyable live lesson on Medieval England and, in particular, to 

Joshua Boott who attended dressed as a Crusader!  

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Neha Nasrullah, Layton Williamson, Osaid 

Rajjoub, Megan Murphy, Phillian Emmanuel, 

Alfie McGhee, Mia Kamerling and Hayden 

Griffiths (Year 8) 

Mrs Noel (Art) 

For helping to present the lesson in their respective Art classes, for reading to the group and sharing 

their views and for their perceptive comments in the class discussions that followed.   

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Aadam Shah (Year 7) Mrs Noel (Art) 

For your hard work throughout the lesson and your outstanding contributions to the class 

disxcussion.  

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Bilal Sanni (Year 11) Ms Wood (Mathematics) 

Bilal, you are making every effort to complete your work to an exceptional standard and are 

contributing in every Maths live lesson. Well done! 

 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Ellie Lucas (Year 8) Mrs Isherwood (Science) 

Ellie, you have been working very hard during the live lesson, making 
notes, answering questions and self assessing your learning. Well 
done and keep up your hard work! 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Ana Alfonso (Year 9) Miss Hickman (Photography) 

Well done Ana, I was really impressed by your attention to detail 

when you were describing your best Photograph. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Riley McConnel (Year 9) Miss Hickman (Art) 

Congratulations Riley, you always strive for your best and challenge 

yourself with  ‘Aim High’ tasks. 
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Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Daniel Arora (Year 9) Miss Hickman (Art) 

Daniel, I am always impressed by your resilience and independence, well done! 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Millie Haggerty and Liam Peppard (Year 7) and 

Harry Belfield, Bassirou Sam Gueye and Alfie 

Weir (Year 8)   

Miss Hickman (Art) 

For your positive contributions to lessons this week. Well done also to Harry for connecting his work 

in Art to the topic he is studying in Technology. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Brendle Yak (Year 8) Miss Hickman (Art) 

Well done on you excellent independent research skills Brendle. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Rahala Nastasa (Year 8) Miss Hickman (Art) 

For always listening to feedback and using the comments to refining and improve your work. 

 
 
 
Mobile data allowances 
 
The Department for Education is offering to increase mobile data allowances for children and young 
people who: 
 

 do not have access to a fixed broadband connection 
 cannot afford the additional data needed to access educational resources or social care 

services 
 have access to a mobile device that uses a participating network. 

 
Participating networks are: 
 

 Three 
 Smarty 
 Virgin Mobile 
 EE 
 Tesco Mobile 
 Sky Mobile 

 
If your child is eligible and you would like to take advantage of this offer please contact school via 
admin@droylsdenacademy.com  with the following information: 
 

 the account holder’s name 
 their mobile number (a number beginning with ‘07’) 
 their mobile network (e.g. Virgin Mobile) 
 whether they pay monthly or pay as they go. 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-telecoms-and-internet/advice-for-consumers/advice/broadband-speeds/broadband-basics
mailto:admin@droylsdenacademy.com
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Parenting Helpline 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember……. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


