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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 
UK Maths Challenge 

 

Last February, students from the Year 10 and Year 11 Excel Maths groups sat the prestigious 

National UKMT (United Kingdom Mathematics Trust) Intermediate Maths Challenge. These tests 

have been designed for the top mathematicians in schools across the country and students can 

achieve Bronze, Silver or Gold status. Here is one of the hardest question from the 2018 test:  

 

Now if you were thinking "oh, it’s multiple choice, can't they just guess?", the problem with the UK 

Maths Challenge is that if you get a question wrong you lose a mark!   

 

With the results now in, we would like to congratulate everyone who represented the Academy and 

took part in the Challenge. In particular we would like to congratulate the following students who 

achieved a Bronze, Silver or Gold Award! 

 

Bronze: Nana Osei Asabere, Erin-Leigh Clarke, Aleena Iqbal, Leyla Khushbakht, Luke 

Laing, Olivia Loftus, Diya Mistry, Cameron Murray, Deonne O'Connor, 

Nabiha Jannat Talukdar, Charlotte Whitham-Smith, Han Yun Yu, Menal 

Aamir, Ben Evans, Tinu Lawal, Alex Leonard-Walker, Chloe Lucas, Emma 

Newsam, Thomas Russell-McAinsh and Josh Wilson. 

 

Silver: Caitlin Beckett, Lilly Clark, Madison Cunningham, Ryan Hutchinson and 

Libby Whitehead.  

 

Gold:  Sayieda Jannat Talukdar.  

 

Congratulations to Sayieda on achieving the highest mark in the Academy! 
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Art and Photography  

 

Thank you to Miss Dunnington for 

submitting these wonderful pieces of 

Artwork by Lennon James and Rachel 

King from Year 7. The skull designs 

have been inspired by ‘Day of the 

Dead’!   

 

Thank you also to Miss Hickman for 

submitting these photographs taken 

by her Year 11 GCSE Class. The 

students have been using oil and 

water and ‘Photoshop’ to manipulate 

their images. 

 

                                Wing Leong                                                                                   Louis Heath  
 

 
          Ty Patrick                                           Abbygail Robinson                                          Erica Culpin 
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Meanwhile Miss Hickman’s Year 10 GCSE 

Photography Group have started a new 

topic based on the theme of ‘levitation’ 

as demonstrated by these surreal photo 

edits by Robert Hill. 

 

Food and Nutrition 

 

In Food and Nutrition, Year 9 have been 

preparing enriched dough to make some 

wonderful looking ‘Devonshire Splits’ 

with jam and cream! 

 

The photographs below show four of our culinary whiz kids, Islam Alkhatib, Matthew Walker, Jack 

Crowther and Mason Pridding in action! 
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As Year 11 are aware, their formal assessments are really important and will provide key evidence 

towards their final GCSE grades. As such, we really hope that the first week of their Part 1 

assessments have gone well. The timetable for their remaining assessments can be found below:   

         

Date 

 

Morning session Afternoon session 

Mon 29th March Health & Social Care 

Engineering 

Statistics 

Geography 

Tues 30th March 

 

French (Listening and Reading) 

Spanish (Listening and Reading) 

Business Studies 

 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Elisha Holland, from Year 9, and Karen Manuwa James, from Year 10, who have 

both been nominated as Student of the week. 

 

Elisha has been nominated by the Maths department as she is a pleasure to have in lessons. She 

always works hard, she never gives up and is always a polite and caring young lady. Elisha also 

received top marks in her recent assessment! Well done and keep up the hard work Elisha.  

 

Karen has been nominated by the Science Department as she never fails to contribute to classroom 

discussions and is always willing to have a go and demonstrate her excellent scientific knowledge. 

Karen also impressed during lockdown with her commitment and positive attitude and always 

models the Academy values of politeness, hard work and honesty. Well done Karen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 11 FORMAL ASSESSMENTS 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
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In these unusual and challenging times, it is even more 

important than ever that we look after ourselves. You may 

remember reading Part 1 of our top tips from ‘Kooth’, an 

online mental wellbeing community and app, in last week’s 

edition of Newsflash and, below, you can find Part 2 with some 

more advice that all of us should follow. It really is worth all of 

us, staff, students, parents and carers having a read!     

 

Negatives can become positive 

 

It would be an understatement to say that 2020 has been incredibly challenging. But even when 

things are feeling hopeless, we can often find strength and new directions if we think creatively. 

Perhaps you’ve spent more time with your family, reconnected with a friend or baked the best 

banana bread in the Western hemisphere. “Many young people will have found new career options, 

new friendships and new hobbies as a result of COVID-19 - if you look for positives, you will find 

them”, says Dr. Green. 

 

Perspective is key 

 

During these uncertain times, maintaining a sense of perspective can be invaluable. “The more we 

are surrounded by chaos and fear, the easier it is to lose perspective and see everything through a 

negative lens”, explains Dr. Green. “Focusing on the things that are going well and the things that 

you can control will help you maintain that all important perspective that will promote a sense of 

balance in terms of your well-being. 

 

Hold on to your healthy habits 

 

Covid-19 has likely challenged and changed ways in which you eat, exercise and socialise - 

restaurants were closed, clubs, gyms and sporting activities were paused and social gatherings were 

severely limited. Now is the time to start picking these back up as appropriate in line with new 

guidance", says Dr Green. “Whether it’s going for walks with friends or re-joining sports clubs, these 

sorts of activities help us to maintain a good work/life balance which will in turn enhance your 

mental wellbeing.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A positive mindset can move mountains!  

 

Keeping a positive mindset in the midst of a pandemic is easier said than done, but thinking 

positively can help us be better equipped to handle difficult problems. “Holding on to the belief that 

STUDENT WELLBEING: LOOK AFTER YOURSELF! 
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you can cope and things will be ok will not only help you to feel better, it will also encourage more 

positive behaviours,” explains Dr Green. “This will increase your confidence and self esteem and 

ultimately result in improved mental health and sense of wellbeing". 

 

 

 
Don’t forget that you can join in with the Art Club with Miss Hickman and Miss Young. The Art Club 

will allow you to build a portfolio, share the work that you create outside of school and try different 

techniques and challenges. The Google Class Code is nh2auj7. This week’s challenges can be found 

below: 

 

ART CLUB 
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There are a number of ‘Catch-up’ sessions running over the Easter Holiday as detailed below. 
Attendance at these sessions is by invitation only. If you reveive a letter inviting your child to attend 
a session, please ensure you complete and return the permission slip. 
 

Tuesday 6th April Year 11 Engineering 

   Year 8 Food and Nutrition 

 

Friday 9th April  Year 9 History 

 

Tuesday 13th April BTEC Health and Social Care 

 

Thursday 15th April  Year 11 English 

 

 

 
Please ensure that your child has enough money on their account to pay for their meals. A number 

of students are in the ‘red’ at the moment and It may be worth checking your child’s account on 

Schoolcomms, just in case, and topping it up if necessary.   

 

Thank you 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The ‘BorrowBox’ App 

 

As part of our drive to raise attainment, we are encouraging all Year 7 

students to sign up to the ‘BorrowBox’ app available for free through 

public libraries.  Students can download e-books and audio books onto 

any device, iOS and Android, from their public library catalogue for free.  

The app is very easy to use and allows students access to thousands of 

books 24/7, when it suits them and without having to go to the library.  

  

In order for students to download the app they need to be a member of their local library first.  All 

Year 7 students will have been given a letter in form time or English lessons this week.  If the student 

is already a member of their local library, then the box on the front just needs ticking and the form 

signing.  If the student is not a member, then there is an application form on the back of the letter to 

be completed.  These forms must be filled in by a parent/carer but using the students’ details.  This 

form needs a parent/carers signature and needs returning to school by Friday 23rd April.  With the 

school library closed for the moment, access to the public library e-book and audio book collection is 

really important. 

EASTER HOLIDAY CATCH-UP SESSIONS 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S ACCOUNT 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
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Overdue Library Books 

 

With the re-opening of the school next week, the Library Delivery Service will resume 

again after Easter.  However, there are a number of library books that are overdue 

and need returning.  If you have any library books, please can you return them back to 

school?  There are number of book returns boxes being placed around the Academy, 

including one by the machines for adding cash to your account in the Atrium. There is 

also a box at each Year Entry Door and a box on the Librarian’s Desk. Just pop your 

book in and Mrs Godrich will deal with the rest. 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Positive Case Reporting During the Easter Holiday Period April 2021 

 

To cover the Easter period and the in-school sessions, we have two reporting systems during this 

holiday period. 

 

1. Reporting of a Positive Case of COVID-19 for students who attended school the last week of term: 
 

If your child unfortunately tests positive for COVID-19 from Friday 1st April and up to and including 

Monday 5th April and has been attending school during the week commencing 29th March, you must 

notify the Academy so that we can liaise with Public Health and identify any possible contacts for 

your child.  

 

To notify a positive case, please visit the Academy website www.droylsdenacademy.com and click on 

the COVID-19 section where you will find a notification form. Please complete the form, answering 

all the questions, and then submit it. The form will go through to a member of staff who will deal 

with the case on your behalf.  Please note that the notification email account will be operational 

each day between 8.00am and 10.00am. 

 

For positive cases from Tuesday 6th April onwards (if your child has attended an in school holiday 

session, please see item 2 below) please email inform@droylsdenacademy.com . You must include 

your child’s name, the date of their positive test and the date that their period of self-isolation ends. 

Please note that, in line with Public Health guidance, your child should not then return to school 

until their 10 day period of self-isolation ends.  

 

The Academy will not respond to cases reported after the 5th April until staff return to school on 

Monday 19th April 2021, unless the student has attended an in-school holiday session – see below. 

 

2. Reporting of a Positive Case of COVID-19 for students who have attended an Easter In-School 
Session between 6th April and 16th April: 
 

If your child attends an in-school session between Tuesday 6th April and Friday 16th April, you must 

notify the Academy so that we can liaise with Public Health and identify any possible contacts for 

your child. 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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To notify a positive case, please visit the Academy website www.droylsdenacademy.com and click on 

the COVID-19 section where you will find a notification form. Please complete the form, answering 

all the questions, and then submit it. The form will go through to a member of staff who will deal 

with the case on your behalf. 

 

Bike Helmets 

 

Keeping students safe is our main priority. To do that, we need to ensure that they look after 

themselves whilst in school and on the way to and from school.  

 

As such, everyone should remember that, in line with the Highway 

Code and guidance from the British Medical Association, all 

students must wear bike helmets if they choose to ride their bike 

to and from the Academy. The consequences of not wearing a 

helmet are potentially deadly. Please remember that we will not 

allow students to ride their bikes home unless they are wearing a 

helmet. If a student does not have a helmet, parents will be asked 

to bring one to the Academy or to collect their child’s bike.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DROYLSDEN ACADEMY 
 

Cleaner 

 

Pay Scale:  Grade A Point 1 to 2 (£9.49 – £9.68 per hour) 
 

Contract:   Permanent, Full Year 
 

Hours:    12.5 hours per week 
 

Closing Date:  29th March 2021 
 

Interview Date:   To be confirmed 
 

Start Date:    As soon as possible 

  

We are looking for a reliable, hardworking and dedicated Cleaner to join our team. 

JOB VACANCIES 
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As a Cleaner you will maintain a high standard of cleanliness around the Academy as well as ensuring 

the safety of the school environment.  

 

The shift pattern for this role is: 

 

Date Log in  Log Out Total Hours 

Monday 3:30 PM 6:00 PM 2:30 

Tuesday 2:30 PM 5:00 PM 2:30 

Wednesday 2:30 PM 5:00 PM 2:30 

Thursday 2:30 PM 5:00 PM 2:30 

Friday 2:30 PM 5:00 PM 2:30 

  

TOTAL  12:30 

 

 

Interested applicants should complete a Droylsden Academy Application Form and Equal 

Opportunities Application Form available on the school website at: 

 

http://www.droylsdenacademy.com/work-at-droylsden-academy/3527.html 

 

Completed applications should be returned by email to to: 

 

hr@droylsdenacademy.com 

 

or posted to Human Resources, Droylsden Academy, Manor Road, Droylsden, M43 6QD. 

 

 

MOSSLEY HOLLINS HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Teaching Assistant (Numeracy+) 
 
 

Contract:  Permanent, Term Time Only, 30 hours per week 
Pay Scale:   Grade E Point 11 – 16  

Actual Salary at Point 11 is £15,174 
Start Date:  As soon as possible 

 
The Governors are seeking to appoint a Teaching Assistant to tutor students in Mathematics (in class 

or in small groups) and other lessons, to ensure they make accelerated and sustained progress and 

are able to access the full curriculum, joining a team in Learning Support and the Mathematics 

Faculty. 

 

Education to degree level in the relevant curriculum area would be an advantage but, not essential. 

 

The posts carry responsibility for planning, tutoring, marking and assessing the learning and progress 

of students. 
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The successful candidate will be expected to provide some cover supervision for absent colleagues 

and to be trained as a school first aider.  In addition to this, you will be required to provide 

amanuensis support during busy exam periods and support your faculty area with ensuring pupil 

displays are current. 

 
Closing date for completed applications: Monday, 19th April 2021 at 12 noon 

 

Application forms and further details are available from the school website at: 
 
www.mossleyhollins.com/vacancies 
 
 
Mossley Hollins High School is currently in the process of converting to an Academy, which is 
proposed to take place on 1 September 2021.  This role will be affected by the transfer, meaning 
that the successful applicant will transfer to the Academy, along with all other school staff.  The 
conversion to an Academy will be undertaken in accordance with the DfE and legal requirements. 
 
Mossley Hollins High School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. This post 
requires an enhanced disclosure from the Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS).  
 
 
 
 
 


