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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

Welcome to the final edition of Newsflash for this year. We hope that everyone has a happy, 

enjoyable and safe summer and we look forward to seeing you all in September. 

 

 

 

The Academy will open again for all students on Thursday 3rd September. We are delighted to be 

welcoming everyone back and are really looking forward to working with you all again. Clearly, it will 

be really important that everyone follows the new procedures and routines that will be in place next 

term so that we all stay safe and can work hard and make great progress. 

 

All families will be receiving a letter which has detailed plans for how we will operate next year. It 

is really important that everyone reads this letter so that we are all aware of the new 

arrangements, our expectations and our collective responsibilities. The letter has a lot of 

information in it, including the following details about the start to the school day.       

 

On Thursday 3rd September, our first day back:  

 

 Year 7 and Year 11 should arrive at the Academy between 8.15am and 8.30am; and 

 Years 8, 9 and 10 should arrive at the Academy between 9.15am and 9.30am.  

  

For safety reasons it is very important that students do not arrive before their allocated start time. 

 

From Friday 4th September students should arrive between 8.15am and 8.30am. Unless students are 

attending Breakfast Club, they will not be allowed in the building before 8.15am. Each year group 

will be in its own ‘bubble’ and will enter the building through a different entrance. These will all be 

sign-posted and staff will be on hand to ensure everyone knows where they are going. Students will 

begin each day with Lesson 1.  Form time and Break will be in the middle of the morning.  More 

details will be included in the letter and in our updates which will be sent out throughout August. 

 

Breakfast provision will operate from Friday 4th September. Students can only attend Breakfast Club 

if they have pre-booked a place in advance. Similarly, students attending Breakfast Club will have to 

arrive between 7.30am and 7.45am. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, any student who has 

not pre-booked a place or arrives after 7.45am cannot attend Breakfast Club and will have to wait 

until 8.15am to enter the building with other students. Full details of how to book a place in our 

Breakfast provision will be sent in due course. 

A MESSAGE FROM MR WILSON 
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An incredible amount of planning and preparation has gone into the new arrangements for 

September and I am incredibly grateful for the extra work our leaders, teachers, support staff and 

governors have done to make all this possible.  I am equally grateful for the enormous amount of 

positive support and feedback we have had from our students and our parents over this last term in 

what has been the most difficult of times. 

  

Later in August, we will provide you with more details, in writing and on video, through our website 

and social media, on the specific ‘safe and sensible’ changes that will be in place for the Autumn 

Term.  Rest assured, your safety and welfare is at the forefront of all our planning. We will also do all 

that we can to make our school not just safer but educationally engaging at the same time. 

  

We are determined to ‘build back better’ than before and we will need the active support of all our 

students, parents, staff and governors to make it happen. 

 

Thank you 

 

Mr P. Wilson 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

Character Awards  

 

The last few months have been very challenging for a whole host 

of obvious reasons. Despite these difficulties, a great many of our 

students have demonstrated resilience and flexibility, have 

supported their families by being kind and helpful at home and 

have continued to work hard at their learning. A huge number 

have also participated in so much that the Academy has continued 

to offer in spite of the physical distance between us all. 

  

Many of these qualities are intrinsic to our Character Pillars of Learning, Service, Leadership and 

Participation. As you are aware, we have continued with our Character work, albeit virtually, and 

with new criteria to reflect the current situation. It makes me incredibly proud to inform you that 

these criteria have been met for 179 Character Awards. I’d like to offer my huge congratulations to 

the students listed below. Students will receive their badges at a later date once we are back in 

school full time.  

  

If you are disappointed that you haven’t appeared on this list then please be assured that any 

progress that you have made has been recorded and will be taken forward when it is time to make 

the next Character Awards. 

                                                                                                                                                               Mr Jackson 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Congratulations to the following students who have now achieved at Apprentice Level against the 

Learning Pillar. 

 

Ivie Agho, Natalie Ainsworth, Madison Bellis, Jackson Gaskin, Paige Gillespie & Kacie-Leigh Moscrop 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have now achieved at Graduate Level against the 

Learning Pillar. 

 

Lovisa Boakye, Nikola Brzozowska, Ilir Caka, Isabella Heywood, Leyla Khushbakht, Ciro Lucci, Molly 

Nash, Kyle Screenan, Tayla Stewart, Hannak Sykes & Brogan Williams 

    

Congratulations to the following students who have now achieved at Apprentice Level against the 

Leadership Pillar. 

 

Ivie Agho, Valeria Asamoah, Declan Bebbington, Lovisa Boakye, Edward Bradley, Ilir Caka, Olivia 

Green, Isabella Heywood, Pelumi Ogunmoroti & Brogan Williams 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have now achieved at Graduate Level against the 

Leadership Pillar. 

 

Malaika Iftikhar, Aleena Iqbal, Leyla Khushbakht & Hafsa Waziri  

 

Congratulations to the following students who have now achieved at Apprentice Level against the 

Participation Pillar. 

 

Lily Abdi, Ivie Agho, Awais Akeel, Muhammed Babatunde Ayomide Aliu, Priscilla Anyangbeso, Daniel 

Bancroft, Kaiden Barr, Jessica Barroso, Holly Bennison, Scarlet Bird, Lovisa Boakye, Brandon Bonney, 

Success Brat-Richard, Olivia Brennan, Laura Brzeska, Nikola Brzozowska, Simone Butler, Olivia 

Byrom, Ilir Caka, Hrry Chambers, Jessica Clarke, Shannon Corbett, Jaaziah Cowan, Cameron Dable, 

Reece Dable, Elliot Davey, Sam Faulkner, Adam Feeney, Tavan Forrest-McDowell, Liam Foster, 

Melissa Gavan, Bradley Gilbert, Paige Gillespie, Lauran Gilligan, Olivia Green, Dylan Hall, Lukas Hall, 

Adam Henshaw, Isabella Heywood, Alexander Hume, Malaika Iftikhar, Daniel Ihejirka, Zarah Islam, 

Khadija Bibi Javed, Bailey Johnson, Riley Joyce, Oluwatoyosi Junaid, Jace Kennedy, Leyla Khushbakht, 

Tyler Knapman, Abigail Knowles, Chloe Lees, Ellie Lucas, Philippa Mansell, Jayden Massey, Lucy 

McCall, Zara McLeish, Taylor Megram, Demi Metcalf, Charlotte Morris, Kayden-James Moscrop, 

Molly Nash, Neha Nasrullah, Estera Nastasa, Kelvin Nwanze, Amy Oates, Simon Oboh, Neave 

O’Connor, Pelumi Ogunmoroti, Jerabel Osei, Oluwafunbi Oseni, Gift Otabor, Nathan Piggott, Osaid 

Rajjoub, Thomas Russell-McAinsh, Eunice Sarpong, William Senou, Kyle Sreenan, Dylan Stott, 

Sayieda-Jannat Talukdar, Lucas Taylor, Emma Thomas, Hannah Thomas, Gracie Thorpe, Keira Walker, 

Matthew Walker, Toni Walsh, Thomas Weaver, Alfie Weir, Brogan Williams, Isaac Wright, Katelyn 

Yemm & Marcel Zdunski    
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Congratulations to the following students who have now achieved at Graduate Level against the 

Participation Pillar. 

 

Lucy Alderson, Luke Cocking, Agape Esayas, Jackson Gaskin, Befekadeselasse Gudeta, Rory Hand, 

Diya Jairaith-Fernandez, Diya Mistry, Meerab Nasir, Amaara Naveed, Deonne O’Connor, Aastha 

Patadia, Devanshi shah, Amelia Shaw & Callum Turner 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have now achieved at Apprentice Level against the 

Service Pillar. 

 

Ivie Agho, Natalie Ainsworth, Awais Akeel, Priscilla Anyangbeso, Valeria Asamoah, Declan 

Bebbington, Albion Behrami, Madison Bellis, Lovisa Boakye, Edward Bradley, Nikola Brzozowska, Ilir 

Caka, Jackson Gaskin, Paige Gillespie, Lauren Gilligan, Olivia Green, Lukas Hall, Malaika Iftikhar, 

Megan Ikin, Aleena Iqbal, Leyla Khushbakht, Ciro Lucci, Kacey-Leigh Moscrop, Estera Nastasa, Kate 

O’Donnell, Pelumi Ogunmoroti, Jerabel Osei, Lily Prunty, Kyle Sreenan, Tayla Stewart, Sayieda-Jannat 

Talukdar, Brogan Williams & Esther Yeboah  

 

Congratulations to the following students who have now achieved at Graduate Level against the 

Participation Pillar. 

 

Isabella Heywood, Oluwatoyosi Junaid, Molly Nash, Hannah Sykes & Hafsa Waziri 

  

Anti-Bullying Competition 

 

Thank you and well done to all those students who entered the House Competition to design a piece 

of publicity in support of the Academy’s work around the effects of bullying. Congratulations, in 

particular to Gift Givens (Year 7) whose entry was judged as the winner, Han Yun Yu (Year 9) who 

came second and Olivia Green (Year 9) who came third. 

‘My CV 

My name is Kind, I was born in the city of Kindness.  

When I graduated from the University of Kindness,  

I applied for a job in every home.  

The doctors, nurses, and other hospital staff, I work for them.  

Teachers, principals and other school staff, I work for them.  

The children and students that share, care, and show support to others, I work for them.  

And anyone that is working extremely hard to support and protect people and make the world a 

better place, I work for them.  

I can also work for you if you hire me.  

I am KIND, and this is my CV.’                                                                                                   Gift Givens 
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                                   Han Yun Yu 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  Olivia Green 

 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

The ‘Mind Travels’ National Writing Competition  

 

Congratulation to Maria Bundache (Year 8) who wrote the following short 

story, ‘Into the Unknown’ which won the category for secondary school 

students in  the ‘Mind Travels’  National Writing Competition! Well done 

Maria, this is an amazing and well deserved achievement. Maria’s work 

will now be published on the ‘Mind Travels’ website and associated social 

media.     

 

Into the Unknown by Maria Bundache 

 

‘The mind-numbing fleeting whispers of contact and transient sounds swiftly drew me to insanity as 

they endlessly reverberated. The unbearable soundwaves that were emitted became my reason for 

descending into a perpetual void. Each time welcomed by the same sorrowful sight. I clenched my 

teeth as black velvet spirals spun around my mind and white, corridor-like labyrinths engulfed my 

sanity. The only thing that brought me the slightest feeling of hope was the pure tranquility that 

caressed my skin like a summer’s breeze, soothing my soul.  

 

Back in the halls of the empty hospital, I desperately reached for the navy-blue double-doors with the 

same chrome handles. I pulled my eyes from the polished linoleum floor to catch a glimpse of the 

same everlasting hallway that stretched beyond. That was the breaking point of my anguish. My 

chronic confusion turned into a periwinkle depression waiting to deluge my unstable mind. 

Despondency, shame and sorrow encircled me - the swelling of my veins surged with misery. 

 

My head swam in the scarlet fire burning inside, smouldering embers of a time where there had been 

other presences with me. Now, the void had been slowly filled with a howling storm of fear that 

refused to ever diminish, and reminded me of the days that would never return. The days when at 

dawn, the soft susurration of the hazel autumn leaves had become my lullaby through the night, 

beneath the sapphire, nascent clouds of yet another day of pure amber joy, where the sun would rise 

again, casting the trees in their virescent hues and bringing the warm, natural tones to the holy 

ground. 

 

I stumbled to the corner of the empty room, with each step my 

stomach tightening (while I simultaneously shivered violently in the 

humid room, as I merely felt bruised inside). I could hear their leaden 

footsteps outside. A freight train roaring through my 

consciousness...a stray bullet smashed through my abdomen. I 

coughed, and the action triggered a dagger of pain from every part 

of my wounded, rigid body. Despite the tremor in my fingers and pain 

throbbing from the gaping hole in my stomach, I managed to pull the 

lever, as I descended into the same chasm of confusion once again, 

overtaken by fear, but bathed in an evergreen hope. 
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Glowing embers leaped and twirled as a shrieking ray of melting gas purged out of the flames 

capturing heat; a plume of fire exploded into the endless darkness and swiftly faded away. My pallid 

face transforming from the sorrowful ashen complexion, and regaining its colour. Chastised by the 

flickering lights - inside a vortex, my past withered at supersonic speed, as I lay aimlessly, my azure 

eyes blessed by the dainty fragments of tinted light in the endless breeze like a warm incense of 

cream and pollen. Soft champagne-pink clouds were gone...the vivid cherry blossoms of the place 

long lost and forgotten by every synapse in my brain.’ 

 

Droylsden reads…… 

 

Photography 

 

Well done to Stephanie Pacheco (Year 10) who has taken these fantastic photographs for her GCSE 

coursework portfolio whilst exploring the teme of colour and composition. 
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Miss Hickman would like to 

thank all her GCSE students 

for their positive attitude and 

hard work over the last three 

months during lockdown. 

There have been some 

outstanding compositions, 

many of which have been 

submitted for inclusion in 

Newsflash. 

 

 
 
 
 

We would like to remind parents and carers that our two uniform suppliers, TopMarks and 

Monkhouse, will be running 'pop-up' uniform shops at the Academy again over the summer holiday. 

They will be running each Wednesday from 10.00am to 3.00pm as detailed below. 

 

Wednesday 22nd July:   TopMarks 

Wednesday 29th July:   Monkhouse 

Wednesday 5th August:  TopMarks 

Wednesday 12th August:  Monkhouse 

Wednesday 19th August:  TopMarks 

Wednesday 26th August:  Monkhouse 

 

Clearly, strict social distancing will be enforced and expected in line with Government requirements. 

 

Monkhouse would like families to make appointments if they wish to attend on one of their 

deignated days. Please refer to their website where you can make your appointments online. They 

may be able to see families without appointments if they are quiet but clearly preference would be 

given where appointments have been arranged. 

 

Contrary to stories circulating locally that students at some schools will no longer be required to 
wear a blazer, we can confirm that there will be no changes to the Droylsden Academy uniform 
from September.  
 

 
 
 

ACADEMY UNIFORM 
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Please read this important message 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We launched School Gateway at Droylsden Academy in July 2018, a parent engagement app 

that allows you to pay for school meals and school trips and communicate with the school 

and view your child’s achievements at anytime from anywhere. 

Due to the current situation surrounding Covid-19, we would ask that all parents download 

and make all payments through the Schools Gateway app so that cash payments do not 

have to be handled by school staff and students and so reducing the risk of transmission.  

From September the school will not have the facility to accommodate physical cash 

transactions. 

All school related communication, newsletters, timetables, attendance figures, payments 

for lunches and trips will go through School Gateway. To stay up to date please make sure 

you download the app for free. Just search School Gateway in your App store and download.  

Your login details will be automatically generated using the contact information Droylsden 

Academy already has, so please make sure the details we hold for you are up to date. You 

can check and change these details by sending an email to admin@droylsdenacademy.com. 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please see the School Gateway 

site here: https://schoolgateway.co.uk/. 

You can also login to the online version of School Gateway via this site if you do not have a 

smart phone, although we do recommend using the app if possible as it makes it far easier 

to get hold of parents when we need to. 

Kind regards 

Mr R Pilkington 

ICT Network Manager 

SCHOOLS GATEWAY 

https://schoolgateway.co.uk/
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Although staff are not able to physically send ‘Well Done’ postcards home through the post at the 

moment, a number of them have nominated students to receive virtual postcards via Newsflash as 

detailed below.  

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Lucas Turnbull, Luca Darbyshire, Bradley Gilbert 

and Harrison Hilton (Year 7)  

Mrs Shareef (English) 

It has been wonderful watching you progress further each week, your reading responses and 

analytical skills are now becoming more perceptive and sophisticated. Moreover, you always submit 

your work on time and it is always completed to a high standard! Well done! 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Ruby Woods (Year 9) Mrs Shareef (English) 

You are an exemplary student Ruby. You always strive to improve and progress further. Your work is 

always thoughtful, perceptive and completed to a high calibre. Well done, your skills and character 

will serve you well next year at KS4! 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Bradley Gilbert, Saffron Hall, Lewis Hartley, Lucy 

Lowe, Kyle Sreenan, Jamie Strait, Wenzi Yang, 

Ellie Barton, Luca Darbyshire, Jackson Gaskin, 

Oliver Legg and Lucas Turnbull (Year 7)  

Mrs McCallum (History) 

Every single week you have completed all activities that have been set on ‘Google Classroom’ and 

have put a lot of effort into your work, learning about life in England under the Tudors. I have really 

enjoyed marking your fortnightly assessed pieces and seeing the huge progress you have made in 

your extended writing as a result of your efforts. You have definitely earned yourself some time to 

relax this summer! 

 

 

 

WELL DONE POSTCARDS FROM THE ACADEMY 
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Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Millie-Jo Bayley, Joseph Davenport, Melissa 

Gaven, Daniel Mason, Zara McLeish, Amy Oates 

and Samuel Yeboah (Year 8)  

Mrs McCallum (History) 

I have been really impressed with the work you have produced on a weekly basis since I took over this 

class in April. Through your commitment, effort and positive attitude, you have produced some 

excellent work on the Civil Rights Movement and have completed some really challenging lessons 

looking at current affairs with the Black Lives Matter campaign.Thank you for all your hard work this 

term.  

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Elijah Uwuigbe-Uhunmangho, Edward Bradley, 

Erin-Leigh Clarke, Luke Cocking, Madison 

Cunningham, Olivia Loftus, Leah Lucas, Rosie 

McCormick, Ellia McMillan, DIya Mistry and 

Deonne O'Connor (Year 9) 

Mrs McCallum (History) 

Over the last few months you have produced some excellent work on The Holocaust, whether it be 

GCSE source analysis and essay writing or creative writing. You have shown great empathy through 

your work and have have used this time to broaden your knowledge about The Holocaust and 

genocides that have taken place since then. Thank you for your hard work every single week.  

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Maria Bundache (Year 8) Mrs Kickman (Art) 

Well done on your fantastic artwork Maria. You always gives 100% 

and it is a pleasure to see your work every week. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Janke Badje and Callum Turner 

(Year 8) 

Mrs Jackson (English) 

Another fantastic week for both of you with a super response on 

Sephy's relationship with her family in ‘Noughts and Crosses’.    

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Emily Burke, Chris Wright, Kayleigh Cunningham 

Clark, Mary Uchechukwu Chale, Zara Mccleish, 

Thomas Turner, Janke Badije, Jayden Massey, 

Riley Mcconell, Callum Turner and Veronika 

Dunova (Year 8) 

Jessica Fulton (Year 9) 

Simone Butler (Year 10) 

Miss Britton (Science) 

For your continued efforts and high quality of work in Science, not just for this week but over the 

whole period of online schooling. Well done and thank you! 
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Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Sammy Hampson (Year 10) Mrs Bugler (History) 

Excellent contributions to this week's History lesson Sammy, well done. You have an excellent 

knowledge and constantly had your hand up throughout the session giving answers. Thank you and 

well done! 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Misbah Khalil (Year 10) Mrs Bugler (History) 

You have shown a good understanding in this week's History lesson through your excellent 

contributions Misbah. Thank you for working hard and being resilient. It was a pleasure to teach you 

this week!  

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Lily McKenna (Year 10) Mrs Bugler (History) 

Thank you Lily for your excellent contributions to the History lesson this week! 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Adeena Rehman (Year 10) Mrs Bugler (History) 

Well done Adeena for putting your hand up on numerous occasions and contributing to this week's 
History lesson. So good to hear your answers and which clearly demonstrated your good 
understanding. 

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Chloe Reyes (Year 10) Mrs Bugler (History) 

Thank you Chloe for your excellent contributions to the History lesson this week. So good to see your 

hand up and hear your brilliant answers. Well done! 

 
 
 
 
A message from Mr Tiley 

 

What were you doing on Thursday, May 28th? 

 

That seems like a long time ago doesn't it? Actually, it's exactly 7 weeks ago. Or 49 days. Or 1176 

hours. Or 70,560 minutes if we are going to get silly about it! The point is that it's a long time ago 

and it's easy to forget. 

 

That's also how long it is until you are back in school. If, like me, you are somebody that forgets even 

to put his tie on in the morning, you may be worried that all your hard work over the last year might 

go to waste... especially if you are one of the few that feels they could have worked harder during 

lockdown! 

 

 

 AND SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR THOSE LONG BORING SUMMER DAYS…… 
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The good news is that there is a website and app to help you.  

 

https://www.numerise.com 

 

Until September, this website is totally free for students and parents. Simply click 'Sign Up' and 

follow the instructions. There are three different courses: 

 

 Secondary Ready - Perfect for our new year 7 students joining us in September 

 KS3 - For anybody in current year 7, 8 or 9 

 GCSE - Suitable for students who are about to join year 11, or for any current year 11 

students that need a top-up before college.  

 

If you work for one hour per week, that works out at just 0.5% of your holiday, leaving you with 

99.5% to go sky-diving, learn how to ride a horse and make TikToks! 

 

On behalf of the whole Maths team, thank you to the students for all your hard work and thank you 

to the parents and carers for your support at this really difficult time. 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

Mr Tiley 

 

Mrs Jackson’s Oracy Challenge 

 

 
 

https://www.numerise.com/secondary-ready/
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