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Droylsden Academy is a good school

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK

Black History Month

Over the last week, students have been looking at different aspects of IEH_AC K
Black History in a number of subjects. Please see the article later in this HISTORY

edition of Newsflash which will tell you a little bit more about some of HONTm
the things they have been covering!

‘Masterchef’ is back!

Congratulations to Year 7 students Taali Allikmaa, Jacob Woolstencroft, Ben McGuire and Joshua
Whitehead who all went through to the next round of this year’s Droylsden Academy ‘MasterChef’.
The judges, made up of staff and Year 11 students, were very impressed by the high standard of the
dishes that the competitors prepared and really enjoyed tasting them!

The 'Dish of the Week' was cooked by Taali who made Garlic Prawn Pasta, with Jacob, Ben and
Joshua sealing their places in Round Two with a delicious Fajita Chicken, a really tasty Cheese and
Bacon Quiche and a wonderful desert of 'Blondies’.
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Well done to everyone who took part and we look
forward to seeing what Taalia, Jacob, Ben and Joshua
cook up for us in the next round!

The ‘Prime Minister Premier League Club’

Thank you and well done to all the students who took part in this
week’s ‘Prime Minister Premier League Club’. The members of the
club chose Edward Heath as the Prime Minister they wanted to
research this week before presenting, debating and discussing their
findings when they met. Unfortunately, Mr Heath didn’t come out of
the debate too well, the group were extremely critical of his time in
office and he was only awarded a mark of 3 out of 10, the lowest mark
given since the Club was set up!

Altogether, 24 students attended, earning 12 points for Saxon House,
8 points for Victoria House and 4 points for Oakfield House. Where
were you Albion?

Choir of the Year!

The votes are in, they have been counted and verified and this year’s ‘Choir of the Year’ is Form
III

Group 70 who gave us a wonderful rendition of
your celebratory ‘Form Breakfast’ next half term!

m still standing’. Well done 70, we hope you enjoy
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Photography

Thank you to Molly Nash, Daniel Arora, Riley McConnell, Ana De Barros Afonso, Amy McGuire,
Roman Nicholson, Elisha Holland, Chris Wright, Gracie Plant, Alex Hume, Emma Foster, Rocco
Colebourne and Ethan Stanley for submitting these wonderful photos that they took on their recent

trip into Manchester!
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Year 8 Football: English Schools Cup Third Round v St Matthews

Commiserations to the Year 8 Team on losing their Third Round game to a strong St Matthews side.
Both teams started the game at a blistering pace with St Matthews breaking away on the counter
attack to make it 1-0. Droylsden finished the half on top, however, and an amazing goal from Tevon
Forrest McDowell saw us draw level before the break.

An early goal in the second half by St Matthews made it 2-1 but only a great save by their keeper
prevented us from drawing level once again. St Matthews then took hold of the game and finished
strongly, eventually winning the game 5-1. Well done to all the team on a good performance against
a strong team and, in particular, to Ben Robson, our Goalkeeper and the ‘Man of the Match’, who
made a number of amazing saves throughout the game.
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Robot Club

This week saw the second session of Robot Club, that is if you count the first session where we
meticulously sorted all of the tiny leads and worked out which bit was which! We started off with
one team building a simple circuit that included a push-button controlled LED and the other team
building the first spaceship interface! We did run into a bit of bother with the code but it is now
saved and in our next session the students can hopefully blast off!

Relationships, Health and Sex Education

Year 9 students took part in a ‘Drop-Down Day’ this week when they attended a series of workshops
and presentations on Relationships, Health and Sex Education instead of their normal lessons. The
sessions covered a range of really important topics including ‘Healthy Relationships’, ‘Media Impact’,
‘Consent and Risks’ and ‘Sexting and Safety’ and were led by Academy staff and specialist external
groups ‘Tough Cookies’, ‘YouThink’ and ‘Odd Arts’. Thank you to all the presenters for a really
informative, enjoyable and thought provoking day.
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Art

Thank you to Year 11 students for submitting their work for Newsflash again this week. The group,
taught by Mrs Noel, have been experimenting with the use of inks to create their observational
pieces of work. The results really are very impressive!
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Well done also to Chloe Glover from Year 7 who has
been nominated as a Student of the Week by Miss
Hickman as she has been delighted with her art work
and creativity both in the classroom and at home.
Chloe’s drawings of fish here were inspired by the
Artist Vincent Scarpace who the class have been
studying in their lessons.
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Year 7 Football Tournament

This Wednesday, the Academy Year 7 Football
Team competed in a 5-A-Side Tournament at
‘The Cliff’, Manchester United’s training ground.
We were competing against some of the best
teams in the area and finished the tournament in
a very creditable 4™ place. Well done to all of the
squad who were an absolute credit to the
Academy both on and off the pitch.

Declan Treanor
Ohenaba Bonsu
Thomas Bradbury
Alexander Wood

Seth Clarke

Bobby Merriman
Harlow Robinson-Green
Charlie Morgan

Religious Studies and Life Skills

Over the last two weeks, students in Year 8 have been tasked with some creative homework as part
of our project on the ‘Spiritual Arts’. They were asked to create a piece of artwork that depicted one
of the 'Big Questions'; there were a range of thought provoking submissions exploring a number of
questions including what God and Heaven may look like! Well done Year 8, Miss Worsley really
enjoyed looking at your work.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Over the last week, students have been looking at different aspects of Black History in a number of

subjects. The following examples are just some of the things we have been learning about!

In Technology, students have been studying Black
Designers such as Kaymar Thomas, Oluwarotimi
Osiberu, Coumba Kante and Krystol Austin. They have
watched video clips about their designs and have used
Google classroom to follow their interest beyond the
classroom. Technology

In Geography, Year 8 students have learnt about the traditional lifestyles of the Maasai, whilst Year
11 students have been learning about Nigeria and its political, economic and cultural significance as
an emerging ‘African Giant’. Year 11 have also learnt about Jamaica, focussing on tourism, and
finding out about the physical and human Geography of this Caribbean island. In studying its culture,
students enjoyed listened to the music of Bob Marley! Music of black origin has also been played in

the Atrium over lunchtime.

In Modern Foreign Languages, students have
researched and learnt about native French speakers
who have helped to shape the history of the World
we live in.

Meanwhile, in History, students have watched an
online presentation that focussed on how Black
people have overcome many barriers to achieve great
things in their chosen profession and make important
contributions in their particular field. This session also
looked at examples of inequality in the legal system
and focused on one case which compared how a
black man, falsely accused of a crime, was treated in
comparison to a white man who had all charges
dropped.

Still with History, Year 8 have focused on the British Empire and its role in shaping today's society, as
well as its links to the current Black Lives Matter Movement, whilst Year 11 looked at how the
significant historical contributions of Black people are often less well known by considering the
impact that Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale each had in medicine and care and their relative
perceived status today. Year 9 will be studying the role of Caribbean soldiers during WW1 after the
half term holiday.

In English, Year 9 students have been reading an extract from ‘Brave New World’ as part of the
Dystopia Scheme of Work. As a follow up, students then watched footage of Jane Elliot’s
famous anti-racism experiment, undertaken in 1968, which was designed to highlight the impact on
people of being labelled. The experiment was conducted the day after the assassination of Civil
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Rights Leader Martin Luther King. The aim of the experiment was to teach a group of white children
about discrimination and what it felt like to be labelled on the basis of eye colour.

Year 9 will study Shakespeare's ‘Othello’” when they return to the Academy after the half term break

and, in preparation, have been set pre-reading tasks that are poignantly connected with Black

History Month. The term 'Moor' in Shakespeare’s play was used to separate Othello on the basis of

his race and culture and, throughout the play, he is set apart from the rest of the characters with

labels and remarks that constantly refer to his race.

Othello was written in 1603 and yet it wasn't until 1825 that an
African-American actor, Ira Aldridge, portrayed the role. He was
subjected to racist newspaper reviews and racial prejudice from
audience members. Throughout history, Othello had been
portrayed by a white actor with a black face, with the actor
darkening his skin with soot or coal, a common technique used to
indicate a character’s Moorish or Turkish roots. As part of their
preparation and pre-reading for the play, students will explore
how and why this technique is racially offensive and no longer
common practice in modern day society.

In Religious Studies and Life Skills lessons, Miss Worsley’s Philosophers have been exploring topics
that link religion, life skills and Black History Month. Miss Worsley commented that it had been
fantastic to hear the positive views shared by students in her lessons and went on to add that we

could all learn a lot from the youth of today!

Finally, and as an aside to lessons, Miss Worsley wanted to congratulate Thomas
Hankinson on creating a wonderful piece of work about his favourite Black
actors. Thomas has a passion for acting and wanted to link his passion to the
importance of Black History Month. Miss Worsley has a copy of the fantastic
‘Power Point’ presentation that Thomas put together if you would like to see the

slides, then make your way up to Humanities!

My favourite
black actors

This presentation will be about
my favourite (people that inspire
my the most) black actors.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to Jack Willot from Year 7 and Rico Metz and Josh Laing from Year 8 who have all
been nominated as Students of the Week.

Jack has been nominated by the Maths Department as he has made outstanding progress since
joining the Academy in September. Over the last half term, he has modelled our core values of hard
work and politeness and has also shown a real love for the subject. In addition to Maths, Jack has got
involved with the Origami Club where he has made Samurai Hats, Ninja Stars and Pumpkins! Well
done Jack and keep it up!

Rico has been nominated by the English Department as he has produced some exemplary work this
year and has an outstanding attitude to learning. Rico too models the Academy values in every
lesson, he always has a smile on his face and is a great example to his peers.

Josh has been nominated by the Science Department as he has made a fantastic start to the
academic year. Miss Wictome commented that she was fortunate enough to teach Josh last year,
but since September he has really blossomed, grown in confidence and contributed so much more in
class. She added that It was fantastic to see Josh developing, thinking about harder concepts and
helping other students who are struggling. A fantastic start Josh, well done!

GCSE COUNTDOWN

Year 11, there are only 23 school weeks left, just 115 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.

Key Dates
Make sure that the following important dates are in your Student Planner:
Your first set of Pre Public Examinations will take place from 22" November to 3" December.

Your second set of Pre Public Examinations will take place from 7t to 18" February 2022.
A second Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening will take place on Thursday 10™" March

As detailed above, your Pre-Public Examinations start on Monday 22" November and it is essential
that you start to revise for them over the half term break. If you are really committed to achieving
GCSE exam success then you will put time aside each day to read through your notes and prepare
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thoroughly. Every time you read through your notes, a little more ‘sticks” with you, you consolidate
on your learning and you reinforce your understanding; the time is never wasted.

Your Pre-Public Examination timetable can be found below:

Date Session Exam

am English Language

Mon 22" Nov Triple Science: Biology
pm Combined Science: Biology
am Maths Paper 1 (Non calculator)

Tue 23 Nov Technology
pm Business Studies

Wed 24 Nov am | History :
pm Religious Studies

Computer Science

am
h Food and Nutrition
Thurs 25™ Nov — -
Digital Information Technology
m
P Statistics
am French (Listening and Reading)

Mon 29* Nov
pm Photography

am Maths Paper 2
Tues 30" Nov Spanish (Listening and Reading)

pm Spanish (Writing)

Triple Science: Physics
am
Weds 1% Dec Combined Science: Chemistry

pm Sport (Theory Paper)

am English Literature

Thurs 2" Dec
pm Geography

am Art

Friday 3™ Dec
pm Art

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Academy closes for the Half-Term Holiday, today, Friday 22" October. Students will return to

school after the Half-Term Holiday on Monday 1% November at the usual time of 8.30am.
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There will be a visit to the Opera House on Thursday 11™ November, for students studying GCSE
Performing Arts, to watch an evening performance of ‘Waitress’.

Students from Years 7 to 9 will be receiving training on the use of CPR and Defibrillators during PE
lessons in week beginning 15" November.

Year 7 ‘Settling-in’ Evening for Parents/Carers of Year 7 students will be held on Thursday 18"
October.

Flu vaccinations will be available to Year 7 students on Thursday 25" November.
The Academy will be closed to students on Friday 26" November for a Staff Training Day.

The Academy will close for the Christmas Holiday on Friday 17" December.

JOB VACANCY AT MOSSLEY HOLLINS HIGH SCHOOL

Library/ Literacy Assistant and Deputy Lead First Aid

Salary : Grade E, Point 11 — 16 (Actual Salary at Point 11 of £9,104.53)
Contract: Permanent, Term Time Only

Hours: 18 hours per week

Required: As soon as possible

The closing date for completed applications is Monday, 1°t November 2021 at 12.00 noon.
Application forms and further details available from the school website at:

www.mossleyhollins.com/vacancies

Please return completed applications to:

hr@mossleyhollins.com
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