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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

The funeral of Declan McNally took place this week on Thursday 13th February. Representatives from 

the Academy ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŎƭŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ attended the service with students from across all year 

groups lining the route along Manor Road and laying flowers as the cortege passed in front of the 

Academy on its way to The Church of the Resurrection and St Barnabus in Beswick  This solemn and 

moving tribute and act of remembrance was observed immaculately by all our students and we hope 

that it brought some comfort to DeclanΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎΦ 

 

5ŜŎƭŀƴΩǎ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ 

by so many people as illustrated by the heartfelt comments in our book 

of condolence, some of which can be found below.    

 

ΨA huge part of my life, you were my best friend and you always put a 

ǎƳƛƭŜ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΦΩ 

 

ΨRest in Peace Dec, we will love and miss you forever.Ω 

 

ΨDeclan, you were such a positive person and our memories of you still  

make us smile.Ω 

 

ΨMiss you so much Buddy.Ω 

 

Ψ̧ ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΦΩ 

 

ΨReally miss you in Form in the morning with your laughing and joking.Ω 

 

ΨaŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΧΧΩ   

 

Ψ²ƛƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ Ψ.a·ƛƴƎΩ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

time we went down that massive ramp together. So sorry we ŎŀƴΩǘ do that together again.Ω 

 

ΨYou always made everyone laugh and you always cheered people up if they were having a bad day.Ω 

 

Declan McNally (2005 ς 2020) 

DECLAN MCNALLY 
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Inter-House Volleyball  

 

Congratulations to Oakfield House who won the 

inaugural Inter-House Volleyball Competition 

held this week. Well done to everyone who took 

part or helped organise and run the event and, 

in particular, to Gad Amakye, Abraham Joel, 

Michael Sarpong, Festus Chale and Josh Wilson 

who made up the winning Oakfield team.  The 

team are pictured here with proud Head of 

House, Miss Worsley! 

 

 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Ψ[ƛŦŜǎƪƛƭƭǎΩ 

 

In the third ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƛŦŜǎƪƛƭƭǎ Ψ5ǊƻǇ-5ƻǿƴ 5ŀȅǎΩΣ ¸ŜŀǊ т ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

attended workshops and presentations on First Aid and, in 

particular, on Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and the use of 

Defibrillators in treating Cardiac Arrest. The students found it an 

interesting, informative and enjoyable session and who knows, one 

day, the skills that they learnt during the workshop may just save 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ   

 

aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ƛƴ CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ bǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴΧΦΦ 

 

Year 7 sǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘ ΨǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

their Food Science lesson. They used different 

ingredients and tried to predict and then evaluate which 

worked were the most effective.  
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At Key Stage 4, Year 10 GCSE students have been making pasta and pesto to prepare their own 

tortellini!  

 

!ƴŘ ƛƴ D/{9 tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΧΦΦ 

 

Year 9 students spend the day in Manchester getting ideas and inspiration for their portfolios.  
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The following photographs were taken by  Olivia Loftus and Joe McKenna. 

 

 

Leadership Celebration 

 

Members of the Academy Leadership Team meet with students each week in recognition of their 

achievements, skills, personal qualities or contribution to Academy Life. This week, Mr Mayell had a 

breakfast of Hot Chocolate and French Pastries with a group of students who are demonstrating 

outstanding progress and attainment. 

 

 

Charlotte Morris       Keeley Regan       Yassir Hamdani       Janke Badje Sane       Valeria Asamoah 

Hannah Davies       Matthew Neglia 
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Thank you to all those parents and carers who completed our recent survey. The information you 

have provided will play a really important part in our self-evaluation and future planning. As key 

stakeholders in the Academy, your honest views and opinions are crucial to our continuing 

development and improvement.  

 

Clearly, it is important that students feel safe and happy at school and I was pleased that 97% of you 

agreed that your child felt safe and that 92% of you felt that your child was happy at the Academy. 

Whilst the results to the survey were pleasing, we will be talking to a small number of parents and 

carers to see what more we can do to support those children who do not necessarily feel secure or 

happy at school.   

 

Student behaviour at the Academy was judged as good at our last OFSTED Inspection and, again, I 

was pleased that 90% of respondents agreed with this too. Clearly, managing, encouraging and 

ensuring good behaviour in a large school is essential, and an absolute pre-requisite to high 

standards of progress and achievement, and I would like to thank the overwhelming majority of our 

parents and carers for their absolute support in ensuring high standards. 

 

In terms of progress and achievement, I was pleased that 94% of parents and carers feel that we 

have high expectations of and for their child and that 90% felt that their child was doing well. It was 

also pleasing to note that 94% of our students felt that they were taught well when they completed 

their survey. Clearly, we will continue to do all we can to inspire and engage all our students so that 

everyone has the appropriate provision and opportunity to achieve their potential.          

 

Finally, I was pleased that 95% of parents and carers would recommend the Academy to others, an 

important measure of your confidence in our school. Again, whilst this represents a very high level of 

parental satisfaction, we will be looking at how we can improve further and gain the confidence of 

all our parents and carers.       

 

If any parents indicated that they would like to speak with a member of the Leadership Team, then 

someone will contact them over the next week or so. Thank you again for your support. 

 

Mr P. Wilson 

Headteacher    

 

 
Year 11, there are only 12 school weeks left, just 60 days in school, until your first GCSE exam. 

 

Clearly, it is absolutely crucial that Year 11 students attend every day between now and their 

examinations so that they do not miss any of their exam preparation.   

THANK YOU FROM MR WILSON 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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Mr Tiley and Mrs Godrich launched the Tenner Challenge to 

Year 8 students during Form Time this week. The Tenner 

Challenge is a National Enterprise Challenge where groups of 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ ϻмл ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ŜƴƴŜǊ .ŀƴƪΩ ŀǎ start-up 

capital to set up their own business and get it off the ground.  

 

Each group has a month to come up with an idea of a product or service that they can sell and then 

set up their business and gain first-hand experience of what it's like to be an entrepreneur!  Whilst 

the aim is to make as much profit as they can, students are encouraged to think ethically and 

sustainably too. Any profits will go to our nominated House Charities so students will also be making 

a positive contribution to society in choosing the charity they would like to support. 

 

The Challenge starts on Monday 24th February and will be run during Form Time. There will be an 

Awards Ceremony at the end with prizes for the groups which make the most profit. Good luck!   
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SCHOOLGATEWAY MAKES IT EASY! 


