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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

Victory in Europe Day 

 

Students attending the Academy on the Bank Holiday Friday enjoyed making and then eating VE Day 

Celebration cakes and scones!    

 

The History Department received these photographs from Scarlett Bird (Year 8) showing her family’s 

celebrations of this important day. Mrs Bugler hopes you have some cakes left over from your 

afternoon tea! 
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Well done to Ellie-Louise Carter (Year 7), a member of the Droylsden Academy Combined Cadet 

Force, for celebrating and respecting VE Day despite having a broken elbow and her arm in plaster. 

Ellie-Louise still managed to decorate the house and then visited the Cemetery where she saluted 

and laid flowers in memory of her Great, Great Grandad and the millions of other men and women 

who served alongside him in the Second World War. We are sure he would have been very, very 

proud of his Great Great Grand-daughter as, indeed, we are. 

 

Finally, Mrs Bugler would like to thank Callum Turner 

(Year 8) for sending her his poster celebrating VE Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Excel Learning Hub 

 

Congratulations to Shannon Corbett (Year 9) on 

completing a module from one of the free courses on 

offer from the Open University, a wonderful 

achievement. Shannon, who is interested in Politics, 

completed her module on ‘The Politics of Racial Violence 

in Britain’ and her certificate can be seen here. 
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Please remember, school is not closed and this is not a holiday. We are working in a new and 

different way but lessons and learning continue for all students unless they are ill, or face extreme 

family difficulties. As such, the work teachers are setting is compulsory. 

 

Please let us know if you have any difficulties around IT and we will support you.  If there are no 

difficulties then we say to students that now is the time to be mature and to get organised.  We 

expect 100% engagement in our virtual school, no excuses. The majority of students are working 

very hard and are submitting work to their teachers and we would like to say to those students, well 

done and keep up your incredible efforts. We are very, very proud of you. 

 

History 

 

Miss Naylor received the following submission from Han Yun Yu (Year 9) last week, a speech that she 

had written about Winston Churchill and which, ordinarily, she would have delivered to her peers in 

school. The History Department unanimously agreed that, for a student from Year 9, this is probably 

the best piece of work they have ever read. Congratulations Han Yun Yu on an amazing piece of 

research and a brilliant assignment.     

 

Good morning to all fellow Historians. Today, I have come to talk to 

you all about Winston Churchill. As you all should know, Churchill 

was the leader of Britain during the Second World War. Today, I am 

going to give a brief introduction to Churchill's life as well as his role 

as a leader of Britain. I am going to talk about how his role differs 

from 20th Century Dictators as well as discuss the two opposing 

views of whether Churchill was a great leader or a terrible leader. I 

will end by giving you my view of Churchill as an Historian. 

 

Churchill was born on the 30th November 1834 in Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire, England. He was 

educated at Harrow School and The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. After completing his 

education, Churchill joined the Army from 1897 to 1898. Throughout this time, he fought in battles in 

India and Africa and was also a reporter during the Boer War. It was after this that he went into 

Politics. In 1900, he was elected as an MP and then became Home Secretary in 1910. As Home 

Secretary, he was in charge of law and order and policing. A year after this, in 1911, he was put in 

charge of the Royal Navy. Following this, during the First World War in 1915, he planned an attack 

on Germany that went terribly wrong and caused many soldiers to die. Due to this, Churchill resigned 

from his role with the Royal Navy. However, this did not lead to his exit from the World of Politics. In 

1924 he was appointed as Chancellor of the Exchequer. In this role he was in charge of the country's 

money and taxes. He did this for 5 years from 1924 to 1929. This, however, was not successful role 

for Churchill. Between 1929 and 1940 he remained as an MP and followed the activities of Adolf 

Hitler saying that Britain should watch him carefully, stand up to him and prepare for a war. 

However, these views were ignored at the time. Soon after, in 1940, he became the Prime Minister of 

Britain leading the country into the Second World War. 

 

THE DROYLSDEN ACADEMY VIRTUAL SCHOOL 
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Churchill’s role as Prime Minister was different from other 20th Century 

Dictators. Why? Well, “History will judge us kindly” was something 

Churchill told Roosevelt and Stalin at the Tehran Conference in 1943 and 

when people asked him why he said “because I shall write the history” and 

indeed he did in writing six massive volumes about the Second World War 

opposing the idea of appeasement to explaining his role in the Second 

World War. As Prime Minister, Churchill knew that when truth was 

stranger than fiction, you should always opt for the latter. Many people 

have compared Adolf Hitler to Churchill. Hitler employed searchlights at the 

rallies, warm-up men before his speeches, principally his minister for 

culture and popular enlightenment. He also had his own SS Guards and was 

charismatic. However Churchill was different. He had no ‘Spin Doctors’, no 

speech writers and no-one to warm up audiences before he spoke. He 

would always speak of the truth. Churchill is also known for his vast hat 

collection, bow ties, cigar and cane in cartoons and in the eyes of the 

public. 

 

But was Churchill a good leader or a bad leader? There are many different views of this, with sources 

to back them up. 

 

Churchill is presented as a good leader through many sources. For example, in past propaganda 

posters, Churchill is shown as a Bull Dog with the slogan ‘Holding the Line’. This suggests that 

Churchill was a strong leader that stayed strong during the war and stopped the country being 

invaded. It also presents him as a confident and inspirational leader. As well as this, other slogans 

such as ‘Never give in’, ‘We shall never surrender’ and posters of Churchill inspecting a bomb crater 

and leading troops from many allied countries into battle all show positive opinions on Churchill. 

They present Churchill as a very influential spokesperson who delivered passionate speeches to 

motivate his country. Furthermore, they suggest that Churchill was willing to help the country and 

lead us into battle. As well as this, people’s opinions of Churchill were also very positive, for example, 

“These were all expressions of that blazing, explosive energy which helped steadily steer the civilians 

and soldiers through so many setbacks and difficulties” evidences that Churchill was a great leader 

who provided energy and motivation to soldiers and the country and who always knew what was 

happening in the battlefields. As well this, if you didn’t know, in 2013, Churchill was chosen to feature 

on the new-look £5 note for 2016. He was said by the Bank of England to be “a truly great leader, a 

hero whose energy, courage, eloquence, wit and public service should be an inspiration to us all”, 

showing how he was seen as a great leader.  

 

However, many people oppose the statement that “Churchill is truly a good leader” because there 

are opinions of Churchill from the past that show him as a poor leader who didn’t take other people’s 

opinions into account. This is shown by his opinion of a cartoon drawing of him when he said, 

“There's malice in it. Look at my hands, I have beautiful hands… I shall have to retire if this sort of 

thing goes on” suggesting that Churchill cared more about how he was portrayed than for the 

country. Also, it is said that “Churchill’s ideas about the army annoyed some of the generals”. 
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Others blamed him for Britain having problems, some said 

“he was the cause of much of our setbacks because he took 

too much on all by himself”. This suggests that Churchill 

was a bad leader as he would never ask for help and 

therefore it caused problems. This also portrays Churchill as 

a terrible leader who didn’t lead the country to victory but 

instead to failure. Other quotes including “Loves war” and 

“Not a good listener and rarely listens to expert opinion” 

suggest that Churchill didn’t want peace and didn't take 

other’s opinions into consideration. Other quotes, “Standing 

alone…. Who is not weighing up chances soberly… fantasy” 

suggests that Churchill was not being realistic and just 

made people work harder and didn’t help the country get 

better in the situation. 

 

After considering this, as a historian, my overall opinion is that 

Churchill was a good leader. This is due to the fact that he was very 

experienced and there is a lot of proof to back up that his speeches 

were based on true facts and that he supported the country a lot 

which allowed the war to be won. He was also a leader that had a lot 

of experience from different roles such as Home secretary. Also, if he 

was not an inspirational and good leader, why would we use him as 

the person on the new-look five pound note? He was chosen for a 

reason and this reason is very valid and proves he is a good leader. 

 

Han Yun Yu (Year 9) 

 

 

Science 

 

The Science Department has 

sent in lots of examples of 

good work this week, some of 

which can be seen here. The 

Science Team would like to 

thank students for continuing 

to work hard.   

 

Edward Bradley (Year 9) made these notes on the different 

types of molecular bonding between atoms whilst Charlotte 

Hepworth (Year 10) and Michael Boateng (Year 10) 

submitted the following work on Reproduction and 

Inheritance and Rates of Reaction respectively.        
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The three model plant cells 

below were made by Melissa 

Gavan, Hannah Sykes and 

Theo Watson (Year 8). 

 

Art 

 

Well done to Holly Walker (Year 10) for this amazing digital drawing of her pet parrott, an 

outstanding piece of work which she submitted to Mrs Noel. Mrs Noel also really liked this art work 

of a dragon by Ellie Barton (Year 7) although, unlike Holly’s parrot, she hopes it is not the family pet 

living at home with them in Denton!   
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Photography 

 

Thank you to Mrs Hickman for these photographs that she has submitted from the Year 9 GCSE 

portfolio and well done to the students for their skill and creativity.   

 

Layton Matthews took these photographs of the canal whilst taking his daily exercise and Amelia 

Shaw took the beautiful close up photographs of the bark on tree trunks.  

 

Maria Bundache took these photographs of her cat and of the Holly bush.   

 

Meanwhile Ewan Quinn has been commissioned to shoot a new ‘mini series’ of Dr Who!  
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The Culinary Arts! 
 
Away from ‘Google Classrooms’, Damian O’Connor (Year 10) is practicing for ‘Bake Off’ with a fine 

selection of bread rolls and a wonderful looking strawberry cheesecake!     

 

Family Maths Challenge! 
 
Can you find the solution to this week’s family Maths Challenge?  
 
80 people take part in a race 
 
The ratio of children to adults is 2:3  
 
The mean time for the adults is 2 minutes and 15 seconds. 
 
The mean time for all 80 runners is 3 minutes. 
 
Can you work out the mean time for the children who were running? 
 
Answers by email to Mrs Egan at cegan@drolslsdenacademy.com.  
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You may remember from past editions of Newsflash that a small group of Year 7 students enrolled in 

‘The Brilliant Club’ last term and had the opportunity to visit Sheffield University and then work with 

a PhD student from Sheffield on their own research.     

 

Over the past few months, they have been  studying ‘Art 

History: Power, Personality and Portraiture’ at University-

style lectures, delivered at the Academy, by their 

Associate PHD Lecturer who is carrying out her research 

in this field. The group had several University style 

assignments to complete in addition to their schoolwork, 

including research into artists and their use of faces in 

their artwork, culminating in a mini dissertation that was 

completed and handed in just before the Easter holidays. 

 

This final assignment has now been marked by the University with all our students achieving an age 

related grade equivalent of a 2:1 or 2:2 Honours Degree an outstanding achievement. 

Congratulations to all the students who took part, you are a real credit to the Academy and we are 

really poud of you!  

 

Tom Cronshaw     Jackson Gaskin     Ilir Caka     Adam Feeney     Isabel Murphy     Quyen Nguyen     

Violet Hodges-Blackshaw     Ella Kay-Blackwood     Ellie Lucas     Chemen Omar     Angelo Moraru 

 

The Brilliant Club are currently developing plans on how to 

provide a Graduation Ceremony when the students will receive 

their certificates. We hope that this will happen before the 

Summer Holidays.  

 
 

 

 

 

If you are a parent of a Year 8 or Year 9 student, you should have received an email with details of 

the options available to your child so that they can choose which subjects to specialise in as they 

progress through school.  Unfortunately we will not be able to hold the Options Information Evening 

that we had planned but we will be able to answer any questions.  

  

For questions about the Year 8 options process please contact Mrs Pancholi, the Year Leader, on: 

spancholi@droylsdenacademy.com 

 

For questions about the Year 9 options process please contact Mrs Isherwood, the Year Leader, on: 

misherwood@droylsdenacademy.com  

  

All completed options forms must be returned by Monday 18th May. As this is such an important 

process, we have worked hard to make it as informative and straightforward as possible. Students 

THE BRILLIANT CLUB SCHOLARS PROGRAMME 

YEAR 8 AND YEAR 9 OPTIONS  
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and parents/carers will be provided with a comprehensive options booklet which outlines each 

subject on offer and the programme of study for those subjects. The email sent to parents and 

carers also contains full instructions on how to submit choices. Information, advice and guidance will 

also be sent to all students in Years 8 and 9. 

  

Please encourage your child to read the guidance carefully and think very carefully about which 

subjects they choose. If you or your child has any questions please do not hesitate to contact us so 

that staff can talk through the process with you. 

 

 
 
Year 10, there are only 37 school weeks until your first GCSE examinations. 

 

Whilst it is important that students across all year groups complete and stay up to date with their 

online classwork, it is particularly so for Year 10. Students in Year 10 are just over 12 months away 

from their GCSE examinations and we are working relentlessly to minimise the impact of this 

situation on their future success. It is absolutely vital that they are working every day, completing 

and submitting the work on Google Classrooms, so that their teachers can review and respond. If 

this is not possible, for whatever reason, please let us know so that we can help. 

 

Remember, Year 11 is a busy year and your teachers will not have time to go back over the work 

that they are setting you now because you have chosen not to do it. If you do not do this work 

now, you will miss it and you will fall behind. You must stay in control, complete work set and ask 

for help if you are stuck.        

 

 

 

 

If you are a Year 9 student, your parents will be receiving your Academic Report by email this week. 

The information in the Report only relates to the time period when you were in school and does not 

relate to work you have submitted during our virtual school. Your final report in July, however, will 

report on the quality of your work in the virtual school too. If you have any questions, please contact 

Mrs Isherwood, Year Leader for Year 9, on: 

 
misherwood@droylsdenacademy.com   
 

YEAR  9 PROGRESS REPORTS 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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Although staff are not able to physically send ‘Well Done’ postcards home through the post at the 

moment, a number of them have nominated students to receive virtual postcards via Newsflash as 

detailed below.  

 

Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Robert Hill (Year 9) Miss Hickman (Photography) 

For creativity in using household items to take creative dramatic portraits influenced by your chosen 

photographer. Well done Robert! 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Ruby Woods, Layton Holbrook-Thane and 

Michael Sarpong (Year 9)  

Miss Worsley (Religious Studies) 

A special mention this week to these fantastic Philosophers! You have responded amazingly to our 

new way of working and are consistently meeting deadlines. Thank you for embodying all that 

Droylsden Academy stands for!  

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Adeena Rehman (Year 10) Mrs McCallum (History) 

For producing two fantastics essays about Christian and Islamic Medieval Hospitals. Your work 

included so many great high level details from the past three weeks and demonstrates how much 

effort you are putting into your work. Well done, Adeena. 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Jackson Gaskin (Year 7) Mrs McCallum (History) 

A tremendous effort in your recent lesson on the Peasants Revolt. I loved how you linked the 

Peasants Revolt with modern day rebellions against the government to demonstrate how democracy 

in England has changed and developed over time. Thank you for your hard work.  

 

 

 

WELL DONE POSTCARDS FROM THE ACADEMY 
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Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Ellie Barton (Year 7) Mrs Noel (Art) 

For continuing to develop your creative and artistic skills through creating additional pieces of work. 

Well done Ellie! 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Callum Turner (Year 8) Miss Hickman (Technology) 

For meeting your deadlines every week and for your well thought out bright and bold  ‘Save Lives’ 

bag design. 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Lukas Hall (Year 9) Maths Department 

Maths Student of the Week for completing all your work to a high standard, asking if you are unsure 

and for your politeness at all times. 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Kyle Sreenan (Year 7) Maths Department 

Maths Student of the Week for your continued hard work and resilience. 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Valeria Asamoah (Year 9) Maths Department 

Maths Student of the Week for going above and beyond and completing all your extension tasks. 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Frank Kariuki (Year 9)  Maths Department 

Maths Student of the Week for your continued hard work and resilience. 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Hannah Beever (Year 10) Maths Department 

Maths Student of the Week for completing all your assignments to a high standard and sending in 

some beautifully written notes and examples. 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Jayden Craven (Year 10) Maths Department 

Maths Student of the Week for meeting all your deadlines and regularly keeping in touch to update 

staff about your work. Your scores are also really improving on your ‘MathsWatch’ assignments, well 

done! 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Olivia Green (Year 9) Maths Department 

Maths Student of the Week for completing all your work to a high standard and helping your peers. 
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Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Abigail Dalton (Year 10)  Mrs Bugler (History) 

You are working so hard on your History at  home, your answers have become much more 

developed and I am impressed by the sophistication of your work. Well done Abigail, I look forward 

to reading more of your work next week. 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Salahuddin Yousaf (Year 10) Mrs Bugler (History) 

You are a reat Historian Salah! You have always worked hard in lessons ever since I taught you in 

Year 9 so it is great to see this continuing in our virtual school. Your work is detailed and you have an 

excellent understanding. Well done Salah and keep it up! 

 
Student(s) Subject and Teacher 

Lawrence Hannah (Year 8)  Mrs Jackson (English) 

Well done on your resilience and fortitude Lawrence, I am proud of you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Are you the Metallica of the Multiplications or the Tina Turner of the Times Tables? If so, this 

competition is for you! 

 

To enter, all you need to do is login to the Times Tables Rock Stars website and score as many points 

as you can for your House, whilst practising your basic maths skills at the same time.  Further details 

are available on the House Hub on Google Classrooms (the class code is 67b2jwu). 

 

For bonus points, you can submit your very best 

air guitar pictures to the hub too! Look out for 

some of your teachers showing you how it is done 

(or not!) throughout the week. 

 

Starts: 8.00am on Monday 18th May 

Closes:  2.35pm on Friday 22nd May 

 

If you want any more details, contact your Maths 

teachers or your Head of House. 

 

Rock on! 

TIMES TABLES ROCK STARS INTER HOUSE BATTLE! 
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Free online access to magazines 

 

Mrs Godrich has secured online access to a number of magazines, through ‘Exact Editions’, for those 

students who have an interest in the Sciences, Humanities and Music.  We have free access to copies 

of the following magazines until October: 

 

BBC History Magazine     BBC Music Magazine     BBC Science Focus Magazine     The Biologist 

Chemistry World     Geographical     New Internationalist     Prospect Magazine 

The World Today     Resurgence & Ecologist 

 

To log in using please follow the steps below. 

 

1. Visit the login page: https://exacteditions.com/login 

2. Select the “library card” option in the top right-hand corner. 

3. Enter your six-digit code into the “card number” bar and log in. 

The six-digit code for Droylsden Academy is 249800. 

 

#My Awesome Challenge by Hatchette Books 

These uncertain times can be tough for children who may be 

struggling with worries and finding it difficult to find structure 

while at home. Keeping children occupied can also put pressure 

on parents and carers. We’re here to help and are delighted to be 

offering two solutions to keep kids and families happy, motivated 

and awesome over the next few months. 

 

Learn a new skill with #MyAwesomeChallenge 

  

We’re encouraging kids and families to use their time at home to learn a new skill or master a hobby 

by committing to spend at least 15 minutes a day practising as part of My Awesome Challenge! 

Children can take part individually or get the whole family involved, whether it’s doing 100 keepy- 

uppies, mastering times tables or learning to juggle, it’s a great way to add routine and fun to your 

day. To keep everyone motivated, we also have downloadable certificates and practice records to 

print out and put up at home. 

 

We’d love to see what new skills you’re learning so why not share your photos with  

#MyAwesomeChallenge with @HachetteKids and @matthewsyed 

 

 

Mr Jackson, our Positive Steps Advisor, is available to all students in Years 9 to 11 who wish to 

discuss anything related to their future plans.  Whether it is the qualifications needed to become a 

tree surgeon or what apprenticeships are available now, he is waiting for your query!  His contact is 

LeeJackson@positive-steps.org.uk 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

CAREERS 
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Whilst Dolly is an extremely firm, assertive and 

supportive personal tutor during lesson time, when 

the bell goes for break or lunch, she just wants to 

play! 

 
As a producer and director of many major 

Hollywood Blockbusters, Tango the Dog is 

well qualified to help Lucas with his GCSE 

Photography coursework. 

 

Look into my eyes Morgan, deep, deep into my 

eyes… you are feeling sleepy, very, very sleepy, you 

are now under my control…. NOW TAKE ME FOR A 

WALK! 

 

PET PERSONAL TUTORS 


