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Religious Studies 

Theme D 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Peace and Conflict
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Name: _______________________
Keywords

	Conflict
	Dispute between sides, can be between individuals, groups or nations.

	Forgiveness
	Letting go of blame against a person for wrongs they have done; moving on.

	Holy War
	War that is believed to be sanctioned by God.

	Justice
	Bringing fairness back to a situation.

	Just War
	Set of rules for fighting a war in a way believed to be justified and acceptable to God.

	Nuclear deterrence
	Having nuclear weapons with the aim of deterring/preventing other states attacking for fear of retaliation and nuclear war (possibly leading to Mutually Assured Destruction).

	Nuclear weapons/war
	A weapon of mass destruction which causes widespread damage and loss of life. Nuclear war would be a war fought using these weapons.

	Pacifism
	Belief that all violence is wrong, which then affects all behaviours.

	Peace
	The opposite of war; harmony between all in society.

	Peace-making
	Working to bring about peace and reconciliation.

	Protest
	A statement or action to express disagreement; can be an organised event to demonstrate disagreement with a policy or political action

	Reconciliation
	Making up and rebuilding relationships between two groups/sides after disagreement.

	Retaliation
	To pay someone back for their harmful actions.

	Terrorism
	Use of violence and threats to intimidate others; used for political purposes to build fear in the ordinary population and to secure demands from Government.

	Victims of war
	Those who are harmed during a war, for example those killed, injured or left homeless.

	Violence
	Behaviour involving physical force which intends to hurt, kill or cause damage.

	War
	Armed conflict between two or more sides.

	Weapons of Mass Destruction
	Weapons which cause widespread, indiscriminate damage (eg nuclear, chemical, biological).






TASK : Choose 8 key words from our course so far and write them into the circles. Then, draw lines from each word to a different word, writing a sentence that joins them. Complete the rest of your ‘Concept Map’. Try to be as creative as possible, matching up each key concept word with its neighbours and with concepts from the other side of the circle!
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Justice can be defined as bringing fairness back to a situation. There are two elements of Justice that are looked at in this Peace and Conflict module. To put right an injustice, and to do so in a just way.  If it was not done in a fair way, then others would feel a sense of injustice and the cycle of violence would be perpetuated.

Christianity teaches against violence.  However we live in a world where sometimes war is the only option that is left.  It is important to note that there are very stringent conditions for a Christian to be able to go to war; this is known as the just war theory.  It focuses on every aspect of War: the cause or justification; to the weapons that are used; and the treatment of soldiers once they have been captured. 

Christians believe that God desires peace, some Christians therefore that would argue that going to war is never justifiable.  Believing that which is gained from war never outweigh the injustice of starting a war, and the consequences of war.  They would argue that even if there was a dictator that was coming to invade your land and enslave your nation that war is not an option this is due to the pain and suffering that people will go through due to the fact of War itself. Other would argue that War goes against the teachings of Jesus, however believe it necessary for the greater good

Islam is also a religion of peace; the word Islam means peace. Every Muslim faces the Jihad (struggle). There are two elements of this: the greater and, the lesser Jihad; correspond to the internal struggle to be a good Muslim and can mean the armed conflict to protect the common good respectively. This does not mean to say the radical Islam and terrorism is allowed. The terrorist act are a misappropriation of the word Jihad, and would not stand up to the very strict conditions for war in Islam. There is a similar just war theory within Islam. War is to be carried out in the right way, there are prescriptive rules for Warfare.  Muslims believe people have the right to freedom and to defend that right in the correct way.
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Using the mind map and the example above, give your own definition of Justice. Include religious attitudes.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Task: Create a Newspaper article on the examples of forgiveness. Give it a catchy headline and change the style of writing to be more like a news report. Try to include the religious attitudes to forgiveness. Maybe include an editorial opinion on your opinion on Forgiveness,
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Choose a Religious  story, that has a moral message about violence
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Write out the different teaching and attitudes to the reasons for war below
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Task
Use the table to help plan an essay on “Religion only creates more violence in the world”
· Use the information above to help you put points in each section
· Include a specific example for each side
· Include a religious quote for each side

	Causes violence
	Creates peace
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	Quote
	Explain what you think it means in your own words, then explain what it says about war and peace.

	Put your sword away. Those who live by the swords die by the sword 

(Matthew 26:52)
	

	Blessed are the peacemakers

(sermon on the mount)
	

	Love your enemies, pray for them

(sermon on the mount)
	

	Peace I leave you, my peace I give you  

(John 14:27)
	

	Everyone must commit themselves to peace 

(Pope John-Paul II)
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Create a Check list for a Just war

· _____________________________
· _____________________________
· _____________________________
· _____________________________
· _____________________________
· _____________________________
· _____________________________

Choose any war that has happened in history. Go through the Check list. Do they meet the conditions for a Just war?
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On the next page make a ‘comparison between the Christian Just war theory and the conditions required for an Islamic Holy war. Are there any similarities that they share? Is there anything that is unique to Christianity or Islam?

	Just Christian
	Both
	Just Islam
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· Add to the Spider diagram
· Write a short explanation of these consequences of war. 
· How are they caused? 
· What might the short term effect be? 
· What might the long-term effect of these be? 
· What is the impact on an individual?
· What might be overall impact?
Destruction of buildings and land
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Refugees
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Famine and disease
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Contamination of land and water
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Victory/defeat
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Captivity
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Liberation
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cost
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Injuries 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Write a speech trying to get young people to help the victims of War
Use DAFOREST to help you
Direct address, Alliteration, Facts, Opinions, Rhetorical Language, Statistics, Three (rule of)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Task
Write the different WMD on the post-it note
Write religious perspectives on WMD on the post-it notes
[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

Task

Practice writing a conclusion based on the arguments that are made above.

· Analyse the arguments.
· Give your opinion on which one you find most convincing. 
· Give opinion in why you are not convinced by the other side of the argument
· Explain why you think this.
· In your conclusion you must make reference to the arguments that have been made. 




	Question 
	Conclusion

	Does religion cause wars?
	_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________


	Is Religion the defining factor between sides in war?
	_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________


	Does Religion play a part in ending war
	_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________


	Does religion keep the peace?
	_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
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Task
Fill in the spaces below what religious attitudes to Pacifism
Find two religious quote to support this point of view
[image: ]
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e Islam

Muslims believe in Jihad, ‘the
striving for justice’, which

«can mean armed conflict to
protect the common good.
Radical Jihad is not acceptable
and neither is terrorism.
Islam condemns violence and
indiscriminate killing, so wars
have to be carried out in the
right way and there are set
rules for warfare. People have
the right to freedom and to
defend that freedom in the
right way.
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God as Loving
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Religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes about

the meaning and significance of forgiveness
and reconciliation
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Forgiveness and reconciliation are two of the most
difficult challenges we have, both as individuals and
nations, especially after a war or period of conflict,
‘We hear much about the horrors of war, but what
happens afte it very rarely gets reported or seen.
Nations very rarely apologise for their actions (ss this
would seem 10 say they were wrong to act in the first
place) or forgive other nations, but reconciliation
appears tojust happen over time despite his.

However,on an individual basis there have been

many storics of people coming to terms with war,

theiraction and the actions of others by both secking

forgiveness and indecd giving it This has then led to

a kind of reconcilation. As a relgious person of

whatever faith, it s looked at as the right thing to do.
o forgive.

Look at these two examples of people who have
forgiven others for ther actions in war,

Corrie Ten Boom wasa [~
Dutch girl who helped
save Jewish livs in
Holland in the Second
World War. She was
caught with her father
and sster both of whom
‘were killed by the Nais.
She was for some reason
released - an act of God
she claimed.

Later, when giving talks about the Holocaust,she met
the SS man at a church in Munich who had guarded
them in Ravensbrook concentration camp. As he held
ot his hand to shake hrs,all her memories flooded
back. She kept her hand by her side, even though she.
had preached many times that we should forgive those
who hurt us. She recalled the treatment in the camps,
her anger growing alongside a desire for revenge.
“Uhen she flt that her emotional state wasa sin, and
began to tell hersel off because she believed Jesas had
died for allincluding this man. So she prayed for God
o help he forgive him. She ried to smile and to raise
her hand to shake his. However, she still could not
engage with this man, so she prayed again for the help
from esus. This time,she said, when their hands
touched, it was as fa current was flowing from her to
him and she felt love (agape) for this man who had
formerly been her cruel guard. Corrie interpreted this
o mean that the rifs in the world are healed by God's
fove. She believed that through Jesus’ command to his
followers to love their enemnies, the abilty to love
encmies aso comes from Jesus.

Eric Lomax was a Britsh
soldier who was tortured
by the Japanese whilsta
prisoner during the
Second World War, but
who was abe to forgive
one of his tocmentors. He
was one of thousands of
Britsh soldiers who
surrendered to the
Japanese in Singapore in
1942, Many were
relocated to Thailand and
forced to build the Burna Railway, also known as the
Death Railway. Afier his captors found a radio receiver
e had made he vas repeatedly tortured; multiple
bones were broken and water was poured into his nose
and mouth. One of his constant torturers stood out:”
Nagase Takashi, an interprete. ‘At the end of the war,

1 would have been happy to murder him, Eric told The
‘New York Times in 1995 Eric had actually searched
forthe man, and his wife wroe a ltter o arrange a
meeting betwen the two in Thailand. He learned that
after the war Nagase had become an interpreter for the
Allies and helped locate thousands of graves and mass
burial sites along the Burma Railway. ‘When we met,
Nagase greeted me with a formal bow Eric said on the
website ofthe Forgivencss Project s Briish group that
seeks 0 bring togecher victims and perpetrators of
crimes). ] took his hand and seid in Japanese, ‘Good
morning, Mr. Nagase, how are you? He was trembling
and crying, and he said over and over again: T am so
sorry, 5o very sorry?
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Eric had gone to the meeting with absolutely no sympathy for his former
torturer, but was turned around by the complte hurnility Nagase showed.
In the following days they spent a ot of time together, alking and
laughing, and became goad friends. That friendship remained until their
deaths.

T havent forgiven Japan as a nation; Eric told The Times, ‘but ['ve
forgiven one man, because he's experienced such great personal regret.
‘When people forgive they start to heal and move on from their wartime
suffering, All religions would commend these two individuals for what
they were able to do. Whether it s religion inspired or simply human
action, Corrie Ten Boom and Eric Lomax set an example for others.
Neither found it asy; but both had the strength to do it
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To be a Christian means to
forgive the inexcusable, because
God has forgiven the inexcusable
in you! CS. Lewis
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‘Although the just penalty for
an injustice is an equivalent

retnbution, those who pardon
and maintain righteousness are
rewarded by God. He does ot
love the unjust. Quran 42:40
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Religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes about
violence including violent protest
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f Christianity

Christianity again teaches non-
violence, as Jesus said ‘Blessed
are the peacemakers' and told
his followers to turn the other
cheek in the face of violence.
Christians are told to love.
their enemies and love each
other. However, God gave
humans free will and choice
and sometimes non-violent
protest s ignored, so violence
may be used to force change
for the common good.
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c Islam

Islam means peace and Muslims
should act i a peaceful manner,
but volence may be used in
selfdefence. Mustms have a
duty t0 protest about anything
unfairand i the UK we have
seen protests over wars and
fssues in the Middle East, what
is perceived as Iskmophobia,
terrorism and racism isues.
Some have become viokent in
nature. For example,in 2015 in
Palescine, Muslims threw missils
at the sracii police/army in
protest over the shooting dead
of & 13-year-old boy.
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Religious teachings, beliefs and
attitudes about terrorism

Terrorism is an act of violence which is intended to create fear.

A terrorist is anyone who plans or carries out such an act. Terrorist acts
are often directed at civilians and because of this many consider them to
‘e unlawful acts of war and violence. The United Nations Security
Council regards terrorist attacks as criminal: Acts intended to cause
death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants with the
purpose of intimidating a population or compelling a government or an
international organization to do or abstain from doing any act.

In the modern world there have been many recorded acts of terrorism.
Al Qaeda’s attacks on the World Trade Center Towin Towers (11 September
2001) and the London Underground (7 July 2005) are just two of the many
recorded examples of suicide bombers around the world. However, not all
terrorist attacks are like this, often the terrorists attack and kill others, not
giving their own lives. There have also been other kinds of attacks, such as
on the internet and against governments and businesses (Charlie Hebdo
in Paris in 2015), and attacks on historical sites, (for example, Islamic State
destroying the ancient site of Palmyra in 2015).

Why do terrorists carry out attacks? They claim that:

+ Theyare fighting against social and political injustice, where 2 group
of people are being denied their human rights.

+ They are fighting against poverty.

+ They are fighting to assert their religious beliefs, especially where they
feel these are denied to them.

When people are fighting for a cause they believe in, some are prepared
10 o to any lengths to have their voice heard. It has been said that, ‘One
‘man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter. There are many
examples where a person was classed as a terrorist, but later seen as 2
legitimate leader, for example, Martin McGuiness in Northern Ircland
and Nelson Mandela in South Africa.
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Religious teachings, beliefs and attitudes

about reasons for war

At any point if time there is always a war happening
somevhere in the world. We have fought wars
throughout history and there s little sign of them
stopping. Wars between nations, civil wars, threats of
futuristic wars including nuclear and cyber wars all
threaten our existence on a daily basis. We have
progressed in terms of weapons and types of war to a
point where weapons exist that could destroy us all.

All religions promote peace and the majority of the
world’s people would claim to have a religious belief
.- 50 why do we continue to have conflicts?

We can examine history for the reasons,

Nmmmmwwmlamﬂmsmmwninlhthmmﬂyem)

Have you written a long list It i probably true to say
youknow something about each of them, but do you
know the reason why they started? Many reasons
have been used to justify was, but whether they are
valid reasons is debatable. This could depend on the
side you support, previous events in history, where it
is happening and of course whether you find yourself
in the middle of a war zone.

Greed

This is war to gain, for example, more land,
more power or more resources. Most religious
teaching would not support this as a reason,
Greed comes from selfishness, which are both
characteristics not approved of by religions.
Considering the numbers of soldiers and
casualties in war, greed could never be seen as a
| jusifable reason for it

Self-defence

Religious holy books and texts describe wars,
the Old Testament. The Qur'an, the Bhagavad
Gita, the Guru Granth Sahib all suggest that war
may be necessary in selfdefence. Ifa country

or religion is under attack, then conflicts can
happen. It would be seen as entirely right and
proper o defend your own country against
attack. The problem comes when the response
is disproportionately large, and self-defence turns
into aggression for its own gain.
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There are many reasons why wars begin — can you think
of any?

Your list might include: over land, in self-defence, to
get power, (o re-establish human rights, for resources,
to keep an agreement (treaty) with other countries.
There are many reasons. However, what reasons are
valid, and which are just about greed? It all depends
on your viewpoint.

For the purpose of this theme you need to focus on
three reasons: greed, self-defence and retaliation.

Retaliation -

At times, a country will be attacked in a way
which provokes retaliation. For example, the First
'World War began as retaliation against a political
assassination. The problem with retaliation is that
itis often a spontaneous reaction which leads

to the escalation of a situation, and hence war.
Religions would all say that peaceful negotiation
and discussions to resolve issues are better than
simple retaliation because they diffuse rather than
exacerbate issues.





image20.png




image21.png
Religion and belief as a cause of war and violence

2= I
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When asked the question about causes of war, religion is always an
answer. Is this true or not though?

Religion/religious teachings themselves do not cause violence or war.
How they are put into practice or how they are interpreted is the

Find ot
an org:

problem. Religious teachings are all about peace and understanding, but | << !
sometimes teachings can be ambiguous or difficult to undersiand, examp
Frontie

which may cause problems. The Bible/Torah say ‘Do not kill" but also
“an eye for an eye’; the Quran allows Muslims to fight for the name of
Allah, yet ‘the greatest sin is to take another man’s ife. All of this means
that for some people there is room for violence/war in the name of religion, and
as long as people believe that, then innocent people will die in war and great
‘mistrust will continue to grow between peoples of different cultures. Some may
think they are fighting for their religion but for the people at the top organising
the fight/war, perhaps their own power is the most important.

Buddhi
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1 Itis definitely true that religion is involved in war, for example, when two
countries of different religions are fighting each other: Isracl vs. Palestine
(Jews vs. Muslims), the Syrian civil war (Sunni Muslims vs. Shi'a Muslims).
However, both these conflicts are more about politics than about religion. The
War on Terror has been seen as a conflict between Muslims and other
religions in the West, yet the West would say that it is the politics not the
religion that the war is against. So religion is not the actual cause.

2 Also, throughout history religious beliefs have divided people. Where splits
have occurred vilence has erupted. Actual examples show that, for example:
when people broke from Hinduism to form Sikhism many died in the
violence; after the death of Muhammad % there was a terrible violent struggle
for power resulting in the Sunni-Shia split; the recent Bosnian crises saw
Christian ethnic cleansing of Muslims. Therefore, we can say religious beliefs
sometimes do cause violence.

3 Peaple are quick to discuss the differences, yet if we look more closely, the
similarities between religions and what they want for the commaunities are far
greater. This is what we need to hold 0nto to bring people together in faith
and understanding. There are many people who are doing exactly that. For
example, there are many who are working across religious divides to help
others, save lives, solve conflicts and bring peace and these people are in far
greater numbers than those who are causing the conflicts. True religious
beliefs do not cause war and these people are a testimony to that.
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Religious attitudes to war and peace
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I — |
'r Christianity

Christianity, war and peace

The teachings of Christianity are peaceful.
Jesus taught a message of love and Christianity
has a strong pacifist tradition. However, many
Christians accept that there are circumstances
when it is necessary to use armed conflict

and will fight in a Just War. No Christian
denomination would support the use of
nuclear weapons.

Christianity teaches:

* Put away your sword. Those who live by
the sword die by the sword.  Jesus
(Matthew 26:52)

* Blessed are the peacemakers. — Jesus
(Sermon on the Mount)

* Love your enemies, and pray for them. —
Jesus (Sermon on the Mount)

* Peace l leave with you, my peace I give to
you. ~ Jesus (John 14:27)

* Everyone must commit themselves to peace
~ Pope john Paul Il

Christianity is a peaceful religion if we look at the

teachings of both Jesus and St Paul. The Kingdom

of Heaven s a place of peace and love, not.
violence and fightirfg. All the earliest Christians
were pacifists and most Christians today are
pacifists. The Quaker Movement s a good
example of this attitude.
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Many Christians only agree with war in certain
circumstances, for example, to defend against an
invading force. Many Christians disagreed with
the war on Iraq (2003-2011) because they felc
the reasons for it were wrong, and that it led

to many innocent people being killed. Where
Christians accept war, it has to be the last resort
after all peaceful efforts have failed.
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Religions allowing war — holy war and just war

‘We have seen that all religious traditions believe in peace not war. However, most also accept that there
are times when it is necessary to go to war to avoid a greater evil. Within religious teachings there are
contrasting views on war and so religious believers must use their conscience in deciding if they believe a
war is morally justified.

‘There are three possible stances a religious believer may take:

pacifist - believing all war and killing is wrong

holy war - believing it is right to fight a war in the name of God

just war - believing it is right to fight a war in the interests of justice and the greater good.

Within some religious traditions there is clear guidance on the rules and legitimacy of wars.
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T Christianity

Declare a Holy War, call the troops to arms. Old Testament

Holy war

Within Christian history there was once a strong.
concept of holy war. In the Old Testament there
are many examples of wars fought in the name of
God. The soldiers believed God was on their side
and indeed had influence over the outcomes of
battles. For example, Joshua's army followed God's
commands to blow trumpets and bring down the
walls of Jericho. The Crusades (1095-1291) were
fought to capture control of the Holy Land. The
Christian soldiers believed they were fighting for

a sacred and noble cause. They believed God was
with them and the Muslim Turks they were fighting
against were the pagan enemies of God.

Just war

Itis impossible to conceive of a just war in 2
nuclear age. Pope John XXl

St Paul said Christians should obey their rulers, who
had been given power by God. When those rulers
demanded Christians be soldiers, a compromise
had to be found. St Augustine was the first to try to
write a set of rules regarding this, and eventually the
just war rules were written in detail by St Thomas
Aquinas. The message is clear: sometimes if you do
not fight, you allow a greater evil to happen than a
war would have caused, so you have to figh.

Christian Just War Rules

® War must be started and controlled by a
proper authority such as a government.

‘There must be a just cause for the war, it
must not be aggression towards an enemy.

® The war must have a clear aim to promote
good and overcome evil.

War must be alast resort, every effort
must have been made 1o resolve conflict
peacefully.

.

There must be a reasonable
chance of success, it would
be wrong 1o risk lives with
no chance of success.

The war must be conducted
fairly. Only reasonable force
should be used and the risk
1o civilians minimised.

.

There must be a good
‘outcome and peace
restored
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c Islam

“Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not
transgréss limits .. if they cease let there be no hostilty”
Quran
Lesser jihad also means holy war. Remember the Qur'an uses the
vord;ihad to describe a personal struggle against committing
sin. Holy war is a esser meaning of the term, In a disagreement
with another nation, if talking fails to sort the problem, then war
becomes a religious duty for Muslims. (Look at page 332 for more
detail on this.)

Holy war

For Muslims a holy war is a just war. There are rules for how
Muslims should fight a war. These are in the Qur'an, and ware
written in more detail by one of the caliphs (rulers). A jihad may
only be fought as a last resort and must never be against another.
Muslim nation.
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1 Who fights?

* Muslims have a duty to join the army and fight, if a just
leader begins a war.

* Notall Muslims haye to fight. Muhammad % said one man
from each two should fight, so that there are still men to,
defend and look after the towns and villages.

* Sane Muslim men, not boys, whose families will cope

without them fight.

Soldiers on the battlefield must fight; running away is
wrong, because that makes it more difficult for other
soldiers. .

* Ifa town s attacked, everyone (men, women and children)
has to fight back.

2 How is the war fought?

* ltmay only begin when the enemy attacks and it ends when

the enemy shows they want peace.

Civians must not be harmed, attacked or mistreated,
Crops should be left alone. Holy buildings especially should
not be damaged.

* Prisoners of war should be treated well. Money collected
for zakat can be used to pay for food for them.

3 How does the war end?
* When people regain their righs.
* When the enemy calls for peace.
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Victims of war
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Injuries and death Destruction

of buildings
and land

and diseas
Victory/Defeat =

Contamination |
of land and water
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Helping the victims of war

There are many organisations hich try to help the victims of war, both
when war is happening and after it. Part of that is to try to bring about
peace. Itis part of all religions to help those in trouble and defend those
who cannot defend themselves, so it is natural that religions will try to
help the victims of war. To do so fits with the basic teaching of the
Golden Rule “Treat others as you would be done by’ which every
religion follows.

Christian Peacemaker Teams (Www.cpt.org) - was founded in 1984 by
three historic peace Churches, Mennonite, Church of the Brethren and
Quaker, though now has support and membership from a wider range
of Christian denominations. They send small teams to work or, peace-
making in conflict zones (third-party non-violent intervention) trying to
end conflict between sides by peaceful means, and bring aid and
support to the victims of war.

The Buddhist Peace Fellowship (wwwAbuddhistpeacefellowship.org) -
was founded in 1978, and works by applying Buddhist principles to
issues in the world, and Buddhist teachings to resolve them. It speaks
publically to raise awareness of issues, tries to strengthen leadership in
the areas where there are issues, and act with other groups to make
change happen. This supports victims of war, by helping bring peace
back to.an area. They also do relief work for victims of war

Khalsa Aid (www.khalsaaid.org) - was set up in 1999 as an
international organisation. Its work is based on the Sikh principles of
selfless service (sewa) and universal love. 1t has provided relief assistance
to victims of war, funded through donations from Sikhs all over the
world, as well as other disaster and relief work.
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Religious attitudes to weapons of mass
destruction and nuclear weapons
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Most relgious people disagree with weapons of mass
destruction (WMD), and many have joined protests
against these. WMD aze a phenomenon of modern
warfare. They are capable of killing and maiming
arge numbers of peopl. They can also cause massive
levels of destruction to both the naturallandscape
and human-made structares, such as cites. It is
almost impossible to use such weapons solely to
target military operations. They are controlled from
far away, cither n the form of missiles or as bombs
dropped from planes. This means that whoever
releases the weapon does not experience or see the
weapon' effect directly. I is very different o soldiers
on the battlefeld. There are several types of these.
weapons

1 Nuclear weapons - also known as atomic bormbs;
they cause immediate destruction of alllife and.
structures within their range. The radioactive
“fallout has long term effects.

2 Biological warfare ~ also known as germ warfare,
uses lving discase-causing bacterium or viruses
such as anthrax, to bring about the death or
serious illness in people.

3 Chemical warfare - uses non-living toxins such as
nerve agents and mustard gas, o cause death,
incapacity or llness in people.

4 Radiological weapons - also known as dirty
bombs’are weapons that use conventional
explosives to create bombs that can disperse
radioactive material. As wellas killing people, they
‘make the impact area useless because of
contamination.

Religious attitudes

Nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction are unacceptable. No relgion agrees with
their use. They are seen as too extreme, and
uncontrollable. They do not fit with any just or holy.
war theories, or with ideas of moral behaviour in war.

Religious people believe in the sanctity of lfe and so
the effects of these weapons go completely against
this belef, When America used a chemical weapon
called Agent Orange in the Vietnam War, thousands
of cvilians died or were lft permanently disfigured
by its burning effects. The chemical has also infected
the landscape and more than 50 years on, people are
still being affcted with birth deformities, cancers,
andso on.

Religious people also believe that wars should be:
fought to gain justice for the people. These weapons
are considered unjust because they arbitrarily kill and
‘maim civilians. During Saddam Hussain's eign in
Iraq, his government ordered the use of nerve gas on
the Kurds and the Shi‘a Muslims at Karbala. The
‘weapons were being used as a ool of oppression to
bring terror upon the people who opposed his rule.

Nuclear deterrence

‘Some religious belevers aceept the existence of
‘nuclear weapons s a deterrent. They stop others
attacking a country, but there i no intention o use
them. In other words, they help to keep the peace.
Most religious believers, howeve, think nuclear
‘weapons are completely unacceptable. Even when not
used, they cost huge sums of money, which could be
better spent. Also ifthe technology gets into the
wrong hands, there is no guarantee they will not be
used. The fact that they exist means they could be
used, which is immoral.

Roman Catholic Church

Though the monstrous power of modern
weapons acts as a deterrent, it i feared

that the mere continuance of nuclear tests,
undertaken with war in mind, will have

fatal consequences for life on earth

nuclear weapons should be banned. — Second
Vatican Council
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The role of religion and beliefs in war and
Peacekeeping in 21st-century conflicts
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Relgion couses ol wars |

SN

Whatinvolvement has religion had in 21stcentury wars?

Does religion cause wars?

Yes....

o occasions people have claimed that religion is
the cause ofa war by claiming tha theirreligion is
under attack. Many Muslims have claimed that the
‘Gulf Wars and the troubles in Israel and Palestine
arebecause the West were, or sl are, making
directattack on Islam, Some fundamentalis groups
ke ISIS/ISIL believe that an Islamic sate needl to
be created. (However, many would say that what
they are trying to create is not an Islamic state and
their methods are not Islami cither) Also troubles
such as those in Israel cannot strictly be called o
“war), s they are not ongoing and engulfing
everyone from both sides,

Ah but....

<=« if it was the religion under attack in these cases
‘would' someonc just bomb their holy city, and hit
the religion directly?

No....

itis more true to say that religion rises o the
surface in conflcts whereas power, land and self-
defence are the real causes. War creates tensions and
religious divisions surface. Also people claim
religion s the cause o get support (money/people/
weapons) from people of the same religion around
the world.

Mmm however....

-« erhaps it s religion, but countris do ot want
1 admitic,

Do you 3gree with ohn? Does elion start wars?
Js refgon te defining facto ofcach sce? Does
reigion play 2 part i ending war o kesping the
Pesce? Let's consider evidence for eachof hose.

Is religion the defining factor
between sides in a war?

Yes.

. rligion may not be a cause diectly, but often
religion becomes a ey issuc as communitis are
divided. Iszael and Palestine is an issue over land
and living conditions yet it is defined as a
Jewish 5. Muslims conflict. In parts of the Middle
East conflicts in civil war have an elemen of
Sunni vs. Shi'a o put groups on sides.

Ah well...

-t is ' st easir o see who s fighting who by
separating on religidus grounds, sn' it

although many claim it is. Historical divisions
often rise o the surface even between members of
the same religion, but this is secondary to the root
cause(s). Tensions bring out the worst in people and
religion often gets caught in the middle. All
religions speak of peace not war, especiall with
people or nations of the same religion

Mmm true

-+ butif it rises to the surface so easily does this not
say it could be the root cause?
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Does religion play a part in
ending war?

Some people would say yes....

... religious leaders often call for the end of conflict.

For example, the Pope has called for the end of
conflict in Syria and in Northern Africa where
groups like Al-Shabab and Boko Haram wage war
against Christians and indeed other Muslims. Also,
he has called for peace in Russia and Ukraine. In
2013, the Archbishop of Canterbury appointed
Canon David Porter as a Director of Reconciliation.
His role is to make a powerful contribution to
transforming violent situations around the world.
Many religious leaders and groups are involved in
bringing resolutions to war or speaking out against
violent actions.

Mmm....

.. but the Pope calling for the end of the war does
not actually end it, does it?

Some people would say no.

... where religious extremism is concerned, groups
often want to perpetuate war and they only want to
see an end if everyone conforms to their demands.
Even then they will find another excuse to continue
their violence because of their need for power.

Ah....

ut extremists are only a small part of a
ion .... the majority in the religion do want to
see the war end.

Does religion keep the peace?

Some people would say yes.

... Christianity teaches to ‘Love your neighbour’;
Islam means ‘Peace’; Buddhism has the idea of non-
harm in its precepts; Hinduism has the concept of
‘Ahimsa’; Judaism says ‘Do not kill’ in the Ten
Commandments; Sikhism in the words of Guru
Nanak says ‘No one is my enemy’. If all these were
adhered to, then there would be peace. Religious
groups are regularly involved in peace-keeping in
war torn areas and in negotiations to prevent

wars happening.

Mmm

... it may be true to say teachings want peace, but
‘many believers ignore these teachings and
start wars!

Some people would say no.

... sometimes even with all the best efforts, religion
cannot keep the peace because there are greater
overriding factors, such as the craving for power, the
need to react to attack or to join allies to protect
others.

True..

.. but without the efforts of religions there would
be more wars, 50 is it win some, lose some?
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Religious attitudes to peace and pacifism
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Peace is not just the absence of war, but is a state of
harmony, where justice exists for all and freedoms are
respected. Al religions teach the importance of peace on
Earth and encourage their followers to live peacefully.
Throughout history there have always been people prepared
to refuse to use violence or fight in wars, even if it meant
they faced imprisonment for their beliefs,

Pacifists believe that all violence is morally wrong, They will
not participate in any war, regardless of the reasons for that
war. Conscientious objectors are people who refuse to
participate directly in fighting wars on the grounds of
conscience. However, they will assist in non-military ways
such as medics, relief work and mediators. Many believe
they have a peace-making role,
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Working for peace

—

The Quakers

This s a pacifist group within Christianity. As a Church
they believe they are following the true teaching of Jesus
by maintaining a completely pacifist stance. Their Peace
Testimony makes clear that they will not use violence
under any circumstances. It says that they denounce

all violence, whatever its form. They totally oppose

all outward wars and strife, and fighting with outward
weapons, for any end, or for any reason. They believe
that allrefationships should be loving ones, including
those between countries. During wars they wil take

on peace-making roles, for example, mediate for peace
between the warring nations. They also do non-combat
work such as training to be, and acting as medics for any
side, and doing work with refugees and victims of war.
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‘( Dietrich Bonhoeffer

| Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Christian living in Germany during the

| rise of the Nazi party. He believed in Pacifism and helped found the
Confessing Church which spoke out against the human rights abuses
of the ruling Nazis. As the war continued, he believed even more.
strongly that helping the oppressed was a test of faith, He defied
Nazi rule by helping Jews escape the death camps and also worked
o overthrow the Nazi party. Eventually, even though he opposed all
Killing he felt that he had to be prepared to sacrifce his principles
and even his life, and joined a group that planned to assassinate Hitler

| because he believed it was necessary for the greater good. He was

| eventually arrested and executed for treason by the Nazis,
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Religious beliefs, teachings and attitudes about
the meaning and significance of justice
In terms of justice there are two elements to justice:

+ to put right injustice; making right a situation which has been unjust
+ to carry out this fight in a just way.
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+ Christianity

Christians willfight for justice
under the conditions of the
just war theory, which is

that war should be fought

with justice too; the cause,
‘weapons used, treatment of
captured soldiers, should all

be just. Whilst God desires
peace, He also desires that
humans should live in justice
and freedom. However, some
Christians believe that the
conditions gained from war are
never better than the injustice
that started it. War does go
against Jesus' teachings, but is
necessary for the greater good.





