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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

Stunning 2022 academic success at Droylsden Academy and in the Tame River 

Educational Trust 

 

Overall Progress and Subject Performance 

 

On the back of an excellent Ofsted Inspection Report in September, news has just come in this week 

from Ofsted's national Inspection Data Summary Report (IDSR) on the performance of Droylsden 

Academy and it makes for terrific reading. The overall academic progress made by our students, 

taught by our teachers, has been described as "Significantly Above the National" in the national 

Summary Report. This success was also achieved by our students, taught by our teachers, in English, 

Mathematics, Modern Languages, Science, Humanities and in the subjects which contribute to what 

is called 'The Open Element' - in the Arts & Sports, Food, Technology, Art and ICT.  This is a really 

strong all-round student and school performance. 

 

Our partner school in the Tame River Educational Trust, Mossley Hollins High School, also achieved 

remarkable success in 2022, as its academic performance was also reported to be "Significantly 

Above the National”. 

 

Performance of Students who started at Our School with Low Prior Attainment from Primary 

School 

 

We are particularly pleased to report that students who arrived with us in Year 7 from primary 

school with low attainment, made progress over their five years with us that was 'Significantly Above 

the National' and in the highest 20% of such students across the country.  They did very well across 

the full range of the subjects they studied. It is important that all our students do well but 

particularly important that students with fewer prior advantages benefit from our teaching and 

learning.  The students, their parents and their carers should be enormously proud of them and the 

teachers who taught them. 

 

Attendance 2021* and Attendance of the Current Year 11 in 2022 

* the report has a time lag on national reporting for attendanceVV 

 

It is also very pleasing to report, as we learned to live with Covid-19, that the school's attendance 

figures were in the top 20% of the country in 2021 when compared to schools with similar contexts 
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and persistent absence (students absent for 10% or more in the year) was amongst the very lowest 

in the country in that year when compared to schools with similar contexts.   This was fabulous news 

and means that a high percentage of DA students, in relation to similar students nationally, moved 

on to Level 3 (A Level or Equivalent, Post-16 Study). It is this strong attendance to school and focus in 

class that makes all the difference.  Each one of the 'numbers' reported in the ISDR nationally is a 

real student with a real opportunity for a better life.  Thank you to our families and to our 

outstanding Attendance Team. 

 

However, we are very concerned with the attendance of a small number of students in the current 

Year 11 and a minority of students in other year groups. We are very clear that such absence will 

affect student well-being, academic progress and future life-chances.  Any Year 11 students who 

miss their current Pre-Public Examinations will be required to sit them on their return so their 

teachers can adapt the provision to support them. We need the active and positive support of 

parents to ensure they work constructively with the school to make that happen. 

 

We know you will wish to join us as we send our appreciation to our students, their families, their 

carers and our staff for such a wonderful achievement.   The core purpose of any school is teaching 

and learning and when we all focus on this primary purpose it is clear we all do very well together, as 

one strong and supportive community.  Our staff and young people need that on-going active and 

constructive support if they are to continue to do well.   This is your academy.  This is our academy.  

Congratulations to our students and staff. 

 

Mr Drew Duncan 

Chief Executive, Tame River Educational Trust  

 

 
 
Another busy week in the Science Department! 

 

Students attending Einstein Club have been investigating acids, alkalis and neutralisation this week! 

The group mixed acids and alkalis together and used universal indicator to observe the colour 

changes as the pH changed from acid or alkali to neutral. The group also had some fun testing for 

hydrogen by listening for the characteristic ‘squeaky pop’ when a lit splint was immersed in the gas.   

 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Meanwhile, Year 10 students have been investigating the conservation of matter during the 

formation of Magnesium Oxide which they made by heating Magnesium in a crucible.  
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Textiles Club 

 

Thank you to all the students who have been involved in 

making the ‘Technology Advent Calendar’ at the co-

curricular Textiles Club, we are sure everyone will agree 

that it looks great! 

 

The Technology staff are in the process of putting prizes 

in every pocket which will be awarded to a ‘Star 

Technologist’ each day in recognition of their hard work! 

 

Outdoor Education 

 

This week, students studying the Outdoor Education Elective had to 

complete the 'Birds Eye View' challenge and create shapes, letters or 

objects which could be read or recognised from above! 

 

This activity required the students to work together in a much bigger 

group than usual, which proved to be an issue initially, but Mr Goodier 

and Major Webb commented that the natural leaders soon came to 

the fore and got all the team members into shape (literally!). Not only 

was the exercise a lot of fun, but the group are also really starting to 

understand the importance of leadership and team work in 

completing tasks and challenges. As the saying goes, there really is ‘no 

I in team’.  

 

Mrs McCallum was up on the third floor taking the photographs here. Can you recognise the shapes 

or letters in each one?      



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

This week’s brightest Sparx! 

 

Congratulations to David Zhen, Ebony Banks-Gannon, 

Hafiz Bowale-Sadiq, Priscilla Anyangbeso and Maddison 

Briggs who are this week’s brightest Sparx having 

attempted the most questions on the interactive Maths 

website. Photos of David, Ebony, Hafiz and Priscilla can be 

seen below. 

 

As parents and carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto 

at any time to practice and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete 

homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence 

clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade. Parents and Carers can receive 

Sparx updates for their child by email and we hope that they will encourage their child to use this 

brilliant resource regularly at home.  

 

The Student Council 

 

Thank you to Pippa Mansell from Year 10 for the following report from this week’s meeting. 

 

In Tuesday’s meeting we discussed a number of different topics including a Student Council Motto, 

‘Double Door’ duty and the Rewards Ambassadors.  

 

The students at the meeting wanted to come up with a motto that represents the Student Council 

and describes what it does. We had some brilliant suggestions from different year groups. When the 

final decision is made, the motto will go up on our Student Council Noticeboard which should be set 

up in school soon. This board will have updated information on it that all students can check 

regularly and read through.  

  

From the Student Voice Google Response Forms we received back, we found out that some students 

have raised concerns over the ‘Double Door’ duties, a system where Prefects hold the corridor doors 

open at lesson change-over to help student movement around the building. Whilst everyone agreed 

that the duty was important, it did lead to Prefects being late for lessons if other students didn’t help 
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out too. Members of the Student Council will ask the Head of Years to remind students about the 

protocols of ‘Double Door’ duty and the importance of holding the doors open if they are near the 

classroom that they are waiting to go into. All of this information will be given to the students in 

their assemblies.  

  

The final point we considered at the meeting was the Rewards System. Many students have already 

volunteered to become Rewards Ambassadors and we will look at ways of improving our current 

system. 

Pippa Mansell (Year 10) 

The Combined Cadet Force 

 

Following on from last week’s Parade where Cadets learnt about 

‘Bandages and Bleeds’, 2 Troop continued to work towards their First Aid 

Badge by learning about CPR, how a Defibrillator works and how to 

prevent a casualty from choking. As well as learning these new skills, 2 

Troop also re-visited topics they had covered over the last few weeks 

including primary survey and the recovery position.  

 

The group should complete this important part of their training soon and 

the Cadets can then be tested, accredited and awarded their First Aid 

Badge. Good luck! 
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Year 7 Settling-in Evening 
 
The Academy would like to thank those parents and carers who attended last week’s Year 7 Settling-

in Evening, we hope that meeting your child’s Tutor was useful and informative.     

 

We were pleased that, of the 130 parents who filled in an Academy questionnaire during the 

evening: 

 

• 99% of them agreed that their child was happy at school; 

• 99% felt that their child feels safe at school; 

• 99% felt that the school ensures student behaviour is good; 

• 91% agreed that the Academy made them aware of what their child would be learning 

throughout the year; 

• 100% agreed that the Academy had high expectations of their child; 

• 100% felt that their child was doing well; 

• 96% agreed that the Academy lets them know how their 

child is doing; 

• 99% felt that there was a good range of subjects for their 

child to study; 

• 98% agreed that their child can take part in clubs and 

activities; 

• 98% felt that the Academy supports their child’s wider 

personal development; and 

• 100% would recommend the Academy to another parent.  

 
Photography 
 
Thank you to Saffron Hall from Year 10 for submitting this edit from her GCSE Photography Portfolio.  
 
 
 
Congratulations to Daniel Bilewicz from Year 7, Brendle Yak from Year 10 and Marley George from 

Year 11 on their nomination as Student of the Week. 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
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Daniel has been nominated by the Maths Department as he is very enthusiastic and hardworking 

member of the class who clearly enjoys the subject. Daniel is always amongst the first in the group 

to complete his sparx homework and then spends time in the Maths Open Zone after school 

completing some independent learning. Well done Daniel and keep up the good work! 

 

Brendle has been nominated by the Science Department as he is really working very hard at 

remembering his key facts and completing his homework and, as a result, has now exceeded his 

target grade in 3 of his bi-weekly assessments. Keep up the brilliant work Brendle, Miss Patel is really 

proud of you! 

 

Marley has been nominated by the English Department as he has made good progress on the 

Language and Literature courses over Key Stage 4. This has been particularly notable in his work this 

year in Literature this year where he has demonstrated a sound understanding of Macbeth and 

produced some good pieces of creative writing. Well done Marley and keep it up, your hard work 

will pay off in the summer! 

 

 

 

Year 11, there are only 18 school weeks left, just 90 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.  

 

Key Dates 

Your second set of Pre-Public Examinations will take place from 6th to 17th February. 

A second Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening will take place on Thursday 9th March.  

 

You will be receiving the results of your Pre-Public Exams over the next two weeks. Whilst we hope 

and expect that many of you will be very pleased with your results, there will, inevitably, be some 

who are disappointed. The main purpose of the Pre-Public Exams is to prepare you for your final 

GCSE examinations next summer, to find out what you know and understand and to identify areas 

that you still need to work at. The Pre-Public Exams will also have shown some of you that there are 

no short cuts and that the only way to guarantee success is through hard work and thorough 

preparation. The important thing for all of you is that you learn from the experience and any 

mistakes you may have made and give yourself the best possible opportunity to succeed next 

summer.   

 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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College applications 

 

Remember, you must submit any college applications by the appropriate deadline.  

 

College/Education Provider  Application Deadline 

 

Ashton Sixth Form      Friday 16th December 2022    

Clarendon College                   Rolling deadline: will close when the courses are full 

Connell Co-op College            Tuesday 31st January 2023 

Laurus Ryecroft Sixth Form               Friday 2nd December 2022 

Loreto College                                    Friday 13th January 2023 

Tameside College                      Rolling deadline - will close when the courses are full 

Xaverian College                                Friday 13th January 2023 

Oldham Sixth Form                          Friday 2nd December 2022 

The Manchester College                     Rolling deadline: will close when the courses are full 

 

If your chosen college or provider is not listed above then it is really important that you check their 

website and submit your application on time. 

 
 

   

Footloose 
 
 

 
 
The Academy Production will be performed over three nights on 25th, 26th and 27th January. Tickets 

are now on sale at Student Services priced at £4 for adults and £3 for concessions with free places 

for children under 5.   

 

 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Our Charity Appeals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join in with our Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 16th December and make a donation to the 

House Charities the we are supporting. 

 

Oakfield Reuben’s Retreat  https://www.reubensretreat.org/ 

Saxon  Mustard Tree   https://mustardtree.org.uk/ 

Albion  The Anthony Seddon Fund https://tasfund.org.uk/ 

Victoria  When you wish upon a Star https://www.whenyouwishuponastar.org.uk/ 
 

Mustard Tree Donation 

 

Over the next three weeks we are going to be supporting Mustard Tree with their 'Winter Wish List'. 

Please look at the poster here, produced by Evie Quinlan, for ideas and suggestions as to what you 

can bring in and donate. As this is a House event, all students who get involved with this will receive 

House Points in recognition of their support for this worthwhile charity.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.reubensretreat.org/
https://mustardtree.org.uk/
https://tasfund.org.uk/
https://www.whenyouwishuponastar.org.uk/
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The Academy Christmas Concert 

 

Don’t forget this year’s Christmas Concert which takes 

place on Wednesday 14th December. 

 

Tickets are on sale at Student Services, priced at £3 

each.  

 

It would be lovely to see you there!  

 

 

Lost Property 

 

We have a large pile of lost property at Student Services so if your child has lost a coat, bag or their 

PE Kit, then tell them to check whether it has been handed in or not. Unfortunately, we do not have 

room to store all of the lost property and anything which has not been claimed by the end of term 

will be donated to a charity shop or a charitable organisation.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 11 Recognition Evening for the ‘Class of 22’ will be held on Thursday 8th December. 

 

The Academy Christmas Lunch will take place on Wednesday 14th December. 

 

The Academy Christmas Carol Concert will be held on the evening of Wednesday 14th December.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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STAYING SAFE ONLINE 
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If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River 

Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong 

schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Outstanding, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) 

and we are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside.   Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 

 

 
 

Curriculum Tutor Level 3 (Literacy+)  
 

Pay Scale:  Grade E, Point 11-16 (Actual starting salary of £19,354 at Point 11) 

Hours:   34 hours per week (term time only) 

Contract:  Permanent 

Closing Date:  Monday 5th November 2022 – 12 noon 

Start Date:  As soon as possible 

 

Further details are available on the school website at www.mossleyhollins.com 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

JOB VACANCY AT MOSSLEY HOLLINS HIGH SCHOOL 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1
http://www.mossleyhollins.com/

