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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

Christmas Poetry Competition  

 

Last week the English Department had the pleasure of judging the KS3 

Christmas Poetry Competition. The entries were of a high standard, and 

so enjoyable to read, and it was really hard to choose the winner for 

each year group. However, after much deliberation, the English staff are 

delighted to announce that the Year 7, 8 and 9 winners are… 

 

Year 7 William Haughton 

Year 8 Isabelle Stanley 

Year 9 Amanda Levanaviciute  

 

A special mention must also go to Lacey Hopkins, Grace Lawton and Lily 

McGuire from Year 7, Rayah Norris, Fabio Lucci, Olivia Folliard, Lewis 

Carr and Emilia Raynes from Year 8 and Kenzie Gallagher, Alex Givens, 

Charlie Boardman and Alina Lozan from Year 9 who all received special 

commendations from the judging panel.  

 

Thank you and well done to everyone who took part! 

 

‘A mysterious night with Rudolph’ by Amanda Levanaviciute 

 

A night with Rudolph was yet to come 

Setting out a carrot with my Dad and Mum 

As I was about to go to sleep that starry night 

I heard the bells and saw a red light 

 

A night with Rudolph was finally here 

So I hopped onto his back with excitement and fear 

We flew off into an unknown place 

Where the air was filled with a mysterious taste 
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The night with Rudolph came to an end    ‘Peace’ by William Houghton 

But I had so much fun and even made a new friend 

This night was a night to remember    It was after History,  

So happy, so happy, so happy in December!   I was playing football 

        All I could think of 

        was Christmas in 1914 

‘Santa’s Mince Pies’ by Isabelle Stanley  

        Whilst playing, I thought 

‘Ouch! I shouldn’t have had that mince pie’   of the match that was played 

An old bearded man let out a cry    Whilst playing, I thought 

‘Golly gosh these chimneys are so small    of the peace exchanged 

Will I even manage to touch the floor?’ 

As his stubby feet wiggled around    Back at home, 

The three children below giggled aloud    whilst studying for music, 

Ready to cause mischief, they whispered their evil plan  listening to the Choir 

‘How many presents will we get from this silly man?’  All I could think of 

        was the cease fire 

‘Put these warm sweet treats under the tree   

To make sure he notices how good we’ve been’   Whilst listening to the music,  

‘Tom, off you run and get the netting    I thought of the singing down 

There is not a chance he is getting    in the Hague. Whilst listening 

Away from us this time, down he goes!’    to the music, I thought   

Like an avalanche, fast and ready to blow   of the peace that was made 

Caught in the net he wriggles around 

Yelling for help, he screams out loud 

 

Swinging in time, small elves drop from the sky 

What must we do, what should we try? 

Zap! The children were clueless, where had he gone 

Santa had vanished with their presents and brother Tom 

Nick had got away safely, another country ticked off 

Only one more to go, off we fly, go Rudolph 

Dasher, Dancer, Vixen and Rudolph fly high and the rest follow on 

 

But there was a rustling under the snow, what could it be? 

Who knows?     
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Under 12 Girls Football 

 

Congratulations to the Girls A and B Football Teams on their success in the Tameside Under 12 Girls 

Football Competition. Although we didn’t win the trophy, the A Team came runners-up in the Cup 

competition and the B Team came runners-up in the Plate competition. The girls played some great 

football and displayed remarkable resilience and fortitude on an evening of sub-zero temperatures! 

Thank you and well done also to Caitlin Skelly for managing the B Team and showing great 

leadership.  The photo below was taken after the players had received their medals in Assembly.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Connors, Kitty Parker, Jasmine Lockie, Lola Jones, Mylee Dunbar, Amelia Benson, Leah 

Davies, Caitlyn Shaw, Faith Kendal, Gracie Mae Holland, Anaya Littlewood, Esme Scudder, Alexia 

Witter, Ava Swarbrick and Emily Finnerty 
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Another busy week in Science! 

 

At Einstein Club, the students have been making ‘Elephant’s 

Toothpaste’ by mixing together Hydrogen Peroxide and a little soap 

solution. The Hydrogen Peroxide breaks down to release bubbles of 

Oxygen which then get trapped in the soap solution, rather than 

escaping into the atmosphere and….. hey presto, you have ‘Elephants 

Toothpaste’! 

 

Members of the Einstein Club also enjoyed a festive meeting this week where they used their 

scientific skills, knowledge and understanding to make Christmas decorations!   
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Meanwhile, members of STEM Club (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) made some 

beautiful Christmas Wreaths! 

 

Back in the classroom, Year 8 students are currently studying magnetism and have been drawing 

magnetic fields by moving a plotting compass around a magnet…... 
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…..and Year 11 have been investigating Hooke’s Law where the extension of a spring is directly 

proportional to the force or load attached to it until it reaches its limit of proportionality or 

elasticity! No doubt, that will take a few parents back! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Education 

 

This week, students following the Outdoor Education 

Pathway of the Academy Electives Programme enjoyed an 

interesting, informative and, sometimes, gory 

presentation by Major Webb on the spiders, snakes, 

scorpions and other creepy crawlies he has encountered 

whilst on camps around the World.  

 

Although not for the squeamish, we are looking forward 

to Part 2 after the Christmas Holiday!    

 

 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

Performer of the Month 

 

Congratulations to Thomas Loco from Year 7, Marvin Chukwuma from Year 9 and Logan Latchford 

and Harry Chambers from Year 10 on their nominations by the Performing Arts Department as 

Performers of the Month.   

 

Thomas has been nominated for his performance in Dance where he has excelled both in lessons 

and in the rehearsals for January’s Academy production. Thomas always gives 100% in everything he 

does and consistently demonstrates a positive and conscientious attitude towards learning. He is 

also always willing to help others and has directed his group in choreographing an up-beat and 

creative ‘Street Dance’ routine. Well done Thomas and keep up the good work!  

 

Marvin has been nominated for his performance in Drama where he has worked exceptionally hard 

in lessons this term. He has made excellent progress whilst studying Brecht and is becoming a 

confident young performer. Recently, Marvin completed his practical assessment for this first term 

and really stole the show as the ‘Announcer’, bringing the text to life with his performance, skills and 

understanding of Brechtian techniques. Well done, Marvin!  

 

Logan and Harry have been nominated for their performances in Music. Musically, they come as a 

package and Miss Burgess felt that it wouldn’t be fair to nominate one of them without the other!  

 

Those regular Newsflash readers will recognise 

Logan and Harry from the article in last week’s 

edition about their group ‘Shryk’ and their 

performance at this week’s Christmas Concert.  

 

Logan has made remarkable progress on guitar this year. He only picked up the instrument in the 

Spring Term of Year 9, yet recently performed a Grade 4 piece in his exam! His commitment to 

practice is outstanding! Meanwhile, Harry is developing as a natural performer who you can 

generally hear beating (literally!) the drums in the Music practice room almost every lunch and break 

time. Miss Burgess is very proud of the boys’ commitment and progress and is looking forward to 

their performance, along with Jasmine Beckwith, the third member of ‘Shryk’, at the Christmas 

Concert.    
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This week’s brightest Sparx! 

 

Congratulations to Reece Carter, Tadhg Loftus, Kiki 

Aginbogun, Morgan Woollas and Angelinah Mugadza 

who are this week’s brightest Sparx having attempted 

the most questions on the interactive Maths website.  

 

 

As parents and carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto 

at any time to practice and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete 

homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence 

clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade. Parents and Carers can receive 

Sparx updates for their child by email and we hope that they will encourage their child to use this 

brilliant resource regularly at home.  

 

Photography 

 

Thank you to Laura Lilley, Molly Nash and Daniel Arora from Year 11 for submitting a selection of 

photos following their recent visit to the ‘Lightopia’ Exhibition at Heaton Park.  
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Thank you also to Alfie Weir from Year 10 

who has created this fantastic self-portrait in 

the style of ‘Helmo’. 

 

‘Helmo’, a duo made up of Thomas Couderc 

and Clement Vauchez, are highly talented 

French photographers who are renowned for 

their experimental and innovative approach 

to photography.   

 

‘MasterChef!’ 

 

Congratulations to Tyler Wolstencroft, Bethany Mawocha and Nassim Rivoire on reaching the final 

of this year’s ‘MasterChef’ competition which will be held, once again, at the ‘Tameside One’ 

Restaurant in Ashton. All three students excelled, with Tyler and Bethany preparing a dish of Peri 

Peri Chicken with Wedges and Coleslaw and Nassim preparing a dish of Lasagne and Garlic Bread. 

Congratulations to Tyler, Bethany and Nassim and good luck in the final!        
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Times Tables Mentors! 

 

Thank you to our Year 9 Maths Ambassadors who have 

been supporting a group of Year 7 students at improving 

their Times Tables by leading them through a series of 

games, challenges and activities. The half term culminated 

in a ‘Times Tables Rock Stars’ competition with First Prize 

going to Ben Jones from Year 7 and his Mentor, 

Mohammad Matrood, and Second Prize going to Kyrah 

Pinnock and her mentor, Alyssa Evans. Well done to 

everyone who took part, great fun and great progress! 

 

The Tuesday Library Reading Club 

 

This week, the Tuesday Library Reading Club took part in an ‘Escape Room’ activity with clues and 

questions based on 'A Christmas Carol’, by Charles Dickens. To complete the activity, two teams of 

students had to take part in a series of challenges, armed only with their intellect and a generous 

helping of team spirit, and find the secret key! 

 

The first mystery involved pairing characters from the book with their descriptions. Matching the 

names to the descriptions correctly, and in order, enabled you to move on to the second mystery 

and crack a coded message! At this point, Group Two, made up of Taali Allikmaa, Marvin 

Chukwuma, Rayah Norris, Emma Petrova, Kalem Power and Archie Wagstaff were in the lead and 

confident of victory!  
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However, Group One, made up of Abass Alenezi, Stephanie 

Sargaco, Freddie Jones, Eden Rutter and Brogan Williams, had 

other ideas and with magnificent performances in the third 

mystery, Anagrams, and the fourth mystery, Puzzle Hunt, along 

with the strategic use of a ‘Free Pass’, a fantastic come back and 

a famous victory were in touching distance until…… the prize 

was snatched away by Taali’s impressive speed in deciphering 

the final escape word ‘Generosity’! 

 

Well done to everyone who took part and keep your eyes peeled 

for the next ‘Escape Room’ activity coming your way next term!     

 

The Origami Club 

 

The Origami Club has been making origami ‘bats’ this week! The group practised their folding skills 

and then, working collaboratively, used their understanding of shapes and angles to make bats that 

could actually fly. The students then took things to a new 'height' by flying their bats down into the 

Maths Open Zone from the first floor! Origami Club takes place in the Maths Open Zone every 

Tuesday at 2.45pm and any Year 8 or 9 students who would like to join up after the Christmas break 

are very welcome. 

 

Thank you! 

 

A big thank you from Ms 

Marlowe to those 

students from 7YE who 

completed additional 

homework by illustrating 

their favourite quotes 

from ‘The Other Side of 

Truth’, the novel that the 

group are studying in 

class! 
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Congratulations to Ksenia Cotov from Year 7, Dillon Craig from Year 8, Robin Justice from Year 9 and 

Elisha Holland from Year 11 who have all been nominated as Student of the Week. 

 

 

Ksenia has been nominated again for Philosopher of the Week, by Miss Worsley, for her consistent 

and hardworking approach to her classwork and homework. In addition, Ksenia has displayed a great 

understanding of ‘Great British Values’ in her learning, particularly through her respect and 

acceptance of those of different faiths. This has been evidenced in her most recent homework 

where she has written beautifully about the life of a Sikh. Well done Ksenia, you are an asset to the 

class!   

 

Dillon has been nominated by the Maths Department as he has been working really hard all term 

and always gives 100% during lessons. He has taken ownership of his own learning consistently, he 

completes his homework to a high standard and always takes a proactive role in class. Well done 

Dillon and keep up the good work! 

 

Robin has been nominated by the English Department as they have engaged thoughtfully with the 

Othello scheme throughout this half term and been a role model to their peers.  Robin’s reading 

analysis shows a clear awareness of Shakespeare's intentions, the antagonistic nature of Iago 

and Othello’s relationship and reversal of fortune. Ms Marlowe has also been really impressed with 

some of the insightful comments that Robin has made in class about orientalism, prejudice and racial 

stereotyping prevalent within the 16th century. Similarly, it has been simply wonderful to see Robin 

volunteering to read and perform in class too. Please keep up this exceptional work ethic in January.  

 

Elisha has been nominated by the Science Department for her hard work and resilience during the 

Year 11 Pre-Public Examinations. Elisha always works hard and prepares thoroughly for assessments 

and examinations and deserves to do well. She is also a wonderful student who models the Academy 

values consistently and is a joy to teach.   

 

 

 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
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Thank you to the Catering Team for feeding us throughout the year and for all your hard work in the 

lead up to Christmas, it is really appreciated. Not only did Tina and the catering staff serve up an 

amazing Christmas Dinner for the Academy this Wednesday, but, over the last week, they also 

served a Christmas lunch for Year 5 students from four of our Partner Primary Schools, Moorside 

Primary Academy, Greenside Primary Academy, Manchester Road Academy and St Mary’s C of E 

Primary. We hope that you have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

THANK YOU TO MS HESLOP  AND THE CATERING TEAM 
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REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Sports Leaders 

 

Applications for positions as Sports Leaders are now open. 

 

Students wishing to apply should complete their application using the 

form in in their PE Google Classroom. Completed applications will then 

be assessed by the PE Department in January. Please think carefully 

about what you should write and include in your application. 

  

For more information, please see a member of PE staff. 

 

The standard of our sports leadership has been outstanding in recent years and we are sure that this 

will continue with the current round of applications. 

 

Thank you and good luck! 

 

The Cost of Living Crisis 

 

Many families across the country are 

struggling with the cost of living crisis. 

 

There is help out there and Tameside have 

asked schools to publicise the following link 

so that you parents/carers are aware of the  

 
https://www.tameside.gov.uk/helpinghand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.tameside.gov.uk/helpinghand
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Online Safety 

 
 
 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

 
 
The Academy will re-open for students on Wednesday 4th January at 8.30am 
 
The term dates for the remainder of the Academic Year can be found below: 
 
Spring Term 

 

The Academy opens for students on Wednesday 4th January. 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 17th February and re-open on Monday 27th February. 

We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 31st March.  

 

Summer Term 

 

The Academy opens for students on Monday 17th April. 

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 1st May. 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 26th May and re-open on Monday 5th June. 

We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 20th July at 12.00pm.   

 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River 

Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong 

schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Outstanding, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) 

and we are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside.   Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1

