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            Edition 21: Friday 17th February 2023  

  

Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

As you will be aware from the media, and the information posted in last week’s Newsflash, the 

National Education Union is taking industrial action in schools in England and Wales on Tuesday 

28th February (in the North West of England) and on Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March.  

  

Following on from the information you have already received, I would now like to confirm the 

arrangements for Tuesday 28th February: 

  

1. Students in Year 11 will be in school as normal. Pre-Public (Mock) Examinations will be 

completed by Friday 17th February (the last day before half-term). As teachers are marking papers 

and then teaching new content and re-teaching any misunderstandings or misconceptions, and with 

only a few weeks remaining before the summer examination window, it is important that Year 11 

students are in school. Students will be taught by their class teacher (if they are in school) and they 

will access work to prepare them for their final examinations on Google Classroom if their class 

teacher is not in school. Year 11 should attend school in full-school uniform. They should also bring 

their PE kit as they will have their usual timetabled PE lesson. 

 

2. Year 11 Lesson 7 will be suspended on this day. This means that Year 11 will leave the building at 

2.35pm. 

 

3. Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 will work from home (see below).  

 

4. Some students from Year 7 to 10 whom we consider ‘vulnerable’ will be invited to attend as 

normal. Parents and Carers of these students will be contacted directly by our pastoral team. We 

may have capacity to accommodate some children of ‘critical’ workers on this day, but places will be 

very limited. 

 

5. Online learning will be set for students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 who are working from home. Full 

details of the work set will be posted on the school website.  

 

Meals will be provided at lunchtime as normal for those students attending school. If your child will 

be at home on the day, and is eligible for a free school meal, then a packed lunch can be collected 

from reception.   Mr Wakefield (Student Services Manager) will be emailing eligible families to ask 

them if they wish to order a packed lunch for their child. A packed lunch will only be prepared and 
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available for collection if parents/carers have replied to the email and ordered one for their child. 

 

Details will be sent in advance outlining the arrangements for the remaining national/regional strike 

days scheduled on Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March. 

 

Thank you for your understanding. Please do not hesitate to contact school should you have any 

questions or concerns. 

 

Mr P. Wilson 

Headteacher 

 

 

Year 10 GCSE Spanish visit to Madrid! 

 

Last weekend, a group of Year 10 students went to Madrid to 

visit places of interest and gain first-hand experience of the 

Spanish language and culture! The group flew from 

Manchester Airport on Friday and stayed in the Hotel Axor 

Feria for two nights before returning to a slightly cooler and 

damper Droylsden on Sunday evening!  

      

On the Saturday morning, the group had a guided bus tour of 

the City before going go-kart racing and then visiting the 

magnificent ‘Metropolitana’ Stadium to watch Athletico 

Madrid play against Getafe. Following on from the game, the 

students visited the Plenilunio Shopping Centre for their 

evening meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Sunday morning was spent at the Rastro 

Street Market followed by a visit to 

‘Chocolatería Valor’ in central Madrid for 

some delicious ‘Churros con Chocolate’! A 

fantastic weekend was finished off by 

successfully escaping from an ’Escape 

Room’ game and boating on the lake in 

the Parque del Retiro!  

 

A huge thank you to Mr Bambridge for 

organising an amazing visit and to Miss 

Worsley who also accompanied the group 

over the weekend!    

 

‘Newsweek Live’, the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet….  

 

Last week, students from 8XE English prepared and delivered their own live news report on the 

tragic events surrounding 'Romeo and Juliet'. The news report was amazing and Miss Hudson, the 

group’s English teacher, would like to thank every member of the class for their engagement, 

enthusiasm and positivity. Well done 8XE!  
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The Lion King   

 

Last week, a group of 50 students visited the Palace Theatre to watch 

an evening performance of ‘The Lion King’.  Everyone had a brilliant 

time, it was an amazing evening and a fantastic experience! 
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Science 

 

This week, the members of ‘Einstein Club’ learnt about 

parallel and series circuits…  

 

 

 

…whilst Year 10 learnt how to calculate the density of regular and irregular 

shaped objects and materials using ‘Eureka Cans’. The Eureka Cans enabled 

students to calculate the volume of their irregular shaped objects by 

measuring the volume of water displaced when the object was immersed! 

Eureka!  

 

 

The Electives 

 

This week, students following the Outdoor 

Education Pathway of the Academy Electives 

Programmes covered the key principles of 

‘DRABC’ in First Aid and learnt how to put a 

casualty into the recovery position. The group did 

really well and all feel confident that, if needed, 

they could provide immediate support for a 

casualty until help arrived.  
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A Big Shout Out for the Year 7 Football Squad! 

 

Mr Connolly would like to congratulate and thank all the members of the Year 7 squad on their 

commitment and hard work, they really are a pleasure to coach and work with! Over 40 boys attend 

Football Club every Friday and their attitude and behaviour are always exemplary!     
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Footloose 

 

With rehearsals due to commence again for this year’s production of 

‘Footloose’, the cast enjoyed some interactive team games in the Dance 

Studio. The cast worked in mixed groups to complete a number of 

challenges, some of which had to be completed in silence, which proved 

to be the biggest challenge of them all! The rescheduled performances of 

this year’s production will take place on the evenings of 28th, 29th and 30th 

March. 

 

 

10 Pin Bowling 

 

Last week, Gracie-Mae Holland from Year 7 and Dylan Hutchinson and 

Lacey-Mae Williams, both from Year 9, represented the Academy in the 

Pentathlon Challenge 10 Pin Bowling Competition at the Tameside 

Wellness Centre in Denton. The Droylsden team competed against other 

schools from across Tameside and, despite achieving some amazing scores, 

were unlucky not to pick up one of the awards. Well done to Gracie-Mae, 

Dylan and Lacey-Mae for showing great sportsmanship throughout the 

competition, they were a credit to the Academy and really enjoyed the 

afternoon! 

 

Congratulations  

 

Congratulations to Rory Hand who is now only two 

belts away from his Black Belt having passed his latest 

Karate grading! Rory has been a member of his club 

for eight years now and spends time instructing the 

younger children as well as further developing his 

own skills and talents. Well done Rory, we look 

forward to your next grading!  



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

Meanwhile in Music… 

 

Meanwhile in Music, Year 7 have been learning to play the Ukulele, Year 

8 have been tracing the development of ‘Hip-Hop’ and Year 10 GCSE 

students have been learning about the development of Rock Music. 

 

Year 7 have been studying ‘Chord Boxes’, different types of ‘TAB’ and 

strumming patterns and finished the week with a group performance of 

‘Chasing Cars’.     

 

 

 

Year 8 have been studying the development of ‘Hip-Hop’ and ‘Rap’ from the 70s through to the 

modern day and looking at some of the underlying social and cultural issues behind this genre of 

music. The students have since gone on to sequence their own version of ‘Gangster’s Paradise’ by 

Coolio and create their own accompanying rap! Well done to everyone involved, Miss Burgess has 

been really impressed with your creativity.   

 

Finally, Year 10 GCSE students have worked in groups to research the different types of Rock Music, 

including Progressive, Country, Blues and Psychedelic, and created some excellent ‘Mind Maps’ to 

record their findings.     
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This week’s brightest Sparx! 

 

Congratulations to Lilly Yarwood, Lottie Hayes, Kiki Akingbogun, 

Osaid Rajjoub and Karen Charles  who were the brightest Sparx 

for last week having attempted the most questions on the 

interactive Maths website.  

 

 

As Parents and Carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto 

at any time to practice and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete 

homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence 

clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade. Parents and Carers can receive 

Sparx updates for their child by email and we hope that they will encourage their child to use this 

brilliant resource regularly at home.  

 

Le théâtre vient à Droylsden! 

 

Halloween came early to the Academy this year with students 

from Years 10 and 11 watching a play about a Haunted House 

conducted entirely in French! The students, who all study French 

at GCSE, enjoyed the experience with one of them, Kayden Keeley, 

becoming the unwitting star of the show. Well done on getting 

involved Kayden, we are sure Steven Spielberg will be in touch 

before the end of the month!  
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Congratulations to Hannah Phillips from Year 8 and Chris Wright from Year 11 who have both been 

nominated as Student of the Week. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hannah has been nominated by the English Department as her work ethic and attitude in lesson is 

fantastic. She works really hard, contributes whenever possible and displays excellent peer support. 

Mr Clays-Jones, Hannah’s English teacher, is particularly impressed by the confidence she shows 

when sharing her work and taking on roles during our reading of Romeo and Juliet. Fantastic work 

Hannah, keep it up! 

 

Chris has been nominated by the Maths Department for his hard work and dedication to doing his 

absolute best. His Maths teacher, Mrs Lloyd, is delighted that Chris has finally ‘seen the light’ and is 

now ‘showing all his working out’ and, as a result, there has been a marked improvement in the 

grades he is achieving. Although a quiet member of the class, Chris is not afraid to ask questions to 

clarify his understanding and often stays after school to undertake additional structured revision 

sessions. Chris can also always be found in the Maths Open Zone during breaks and lunchtimes 

studiously applying himself to his revision. His determination to do well in the current Pre-Public 

Examinations and in his GCSE in the Summer is a credit to him; keep working hard and applying 

yourself Chris, hard work really does pay off! 

 

 
 
Year 11, there are only 9 school weeks left, just 45 days in school, until your first GCSE exam. 

 

We hope that your Pre-Public Examinations have gone well and that you are now better prepared 

for the summer. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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Food For Life Gold Award 

 

Congratulations to Mrs Heslop and her team on being awarded the 

prestigious Food for Life Gold Award, an impressive achievement and one 

that only three other High Schools in Tameside can boast. The Award is 

given in recognition of very high standards of hygiene and cleanliness and 

the provision of healthy and nutritious daily options for students and staff. 

Thank you to Tina and her team for keeping us fed and healthy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next week’s menu will be the Menu for Week 2 which can be found below: 
 

 Monday 
 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Meat 
Option 

Cottage Pie, Veg 
& Gravy 

Beef Lasagne & 
Veg or Salad 

Roast Dinner 
& Trimmings 

Spaghetti 
Carbonara 

Tandoori 
Chicken 

Vegetarian 
Option 

Quorn Spaghetti 
Bolognaise 

Cheese 
Omelette & Veg 

Veggie Roast 
Dinner 

Cheese & Onion 
Pie, Mash & Beans 

Veggie Burger, 
Chips & Beans 

Lighter Bites 
 

Jacket Potato & 
Filling 

Jacket Potato & 
Filling 

Jacket Potato 
& Filling 

Jacket Potato & 
Filling 

Jacket Potato 
& Filling 

 
We also have a ‘Grab & Go’ Menu. The Menu for next week is:  

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Cheese & Tomato 

Pizza Sub 

Beef Burger in a 

Bun 

Kebab on Naan Cheese & Pepper 

Panini 

Chicken Tikka Pasty 

 

Finally, we also have a Menu for the meals we serve from the Pod. The Menu for next week is:   

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Thai Green Curry & 

Noodles 

Chicken Enchiladas Vegetarian Loaded 

Wedges 

Special Chow Mein Sausage, Chips & 

Peas 

 

NEWS FROM THE CATERING TEAM 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

Ensure your notifications for the School Gateway app are on! 

  

As a school we are looking at ways to reduce costs and one area highlighted is the amount of money 

we are spending on text messages, money we needn’t spend if parents/carers are logged in on 

School Gateway. To access our messages, parents/carers must be logged into the School Gateway 

app all the time and have push notifications manually turned on within the phone’s settings. Every 

device will also have other settings that can affect push notifications (for example, battery 

optimisation, which prevents some devices from receiving push notifications when the battery is 

below a certain percentage).  

 

Please also ensure that you are also running on the latest version of the app which can be confirmed 

in the Play Store or App Store. If you are still not receiving notifications and have followed the 

guidance below, you will need to refer to the help guide for your specific device and/or contact your 

device manufacturer. If both parents\carers are registered on Gateway please ensure that each 

registered user is using the School Gateway app. 

 

Guidance for switching on notifications: Apple  

  

1. On your phone, go to settings 2. In here, scroll down to the 'Notification Centre' 3. 

Select School Gateway 4. In here, ensure that under the heading 'Notification Centre' 

is switched on 5. Close the screen; you will now receive notifications when new app 

messages come through.  

 

Guidance for switching on notifications: Huawei  

 

1. Tap the Apps icon on your home screen 2. Tap settings 3. Tap Apps or App 

Manager 4. Scroll down and tap School Gateway 5. Tap Notifications 6. Confirm 'Block 

all' is toggled OFF (Samsung / other devices - toggle 'Allow Notifications' ON) 7. 

Restart your device.  

 

Guidance for switching on notifications: Android  

 

1. On your phone go to settings > Applications Manager 2. Scroll down the list of apps 

until you find School Gateway and select it 3. In here there will be a tick box that says 

‘Show Notifications’, ensure this is selected 4. Close the screen; you will now receive 

notifications when new app messages come through. 

 

Guidance for switching on notifications: Samsung  

 

On your phone go to Settings > Notifications and Status Bar > Notifications Centre 

2. Scroll Downyour list of apps until you find Schools Gateway and select it 3. 

Activate ‘allow notifications’ and also ‘priority display’ 4. Restart your device 5. 

You will now receive notifications when new app messages come through. 

 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Get involved! 
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British Science Week 

 

British Science Week is a national event which the 

Science Department will celebrate over the fortnight 

of 10th to 24th March to allow for the planned two 

days of industrial action  

 

Students should look out for information on the Academy noticeboards and there will also be special 

Assemblies to celebrate British Science! 

 

The theme for this year’s competition is ‘Connections’ and there will be a 

selection of prizes for the winning entries. Information packs are available 

from Mrs Cairns, the Science Technician, or Mrs Ormrod, our Librarian on 17th 

February so that students can start preparing their entries over the Half Term 

Holiday. 

 

 

 

Disabled parking 

 

The disabled parking bays at the front of the academy are for blue badge holders only. 

 

Unfortunately, families who need these spaces are not 

always able to use them as other cars have already parked 

there. Please respect those families that need to use these 

parking bays and do not park there. 

 

There is ample parking a very short distance away in the 

visitor car park and we politely request that you use these 

parking spaces. 

 

 

Lost Property 

 

We have a large pile of lost property at Student 

Services so if your child has lost a coat, bag or 

their PE Kit, then tell them to check whether it 

has been handed in or not. Unfortunately, we do 

not have room to store all of the lost property 

and anything which has not been claimed by the 

end of half term will be donated to a charity 

shop or a charitable organisation.   
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Online Safety 
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Assistant Cook 
 

Pay Scale:  Grade D, Point 7-10 (Actual starting salary of £14,632 at Point 7) 

Contract:  Term Time Only 

Hours:   27.5 hours per week 

Closing Date:  27th February 2023 

 

We are looking for a reliable, punctual and hardworking Assistant Cook to join our Catering Team. As 

a member of the ream, you will work to deliver healthy and nutritious food to the Academy, 

including preparing and selling food to our students and staff.    

 

The working hours for this position are: 

 

Day Log in Log Out Total Hours 

Monday 8:30 AM 2:00 PM 5:5 

Tuesday 8:30 AM 2:00 PM 5:5 

Wednesday 8:30 AM 2:00 PM 5:5 

Thursday 8:30 AM 2:00 PM 5:5 

Friday 8:30 AM 2:00 PM 5:5 

  TOTAL 27:5 

 

Cleaner 

 

Pay Scale:  Grade A, Point 1-2 (Actual starting salary £7,034 at Point 1)  

Contract:  Permanent, Full Year  

Hours:   12.5 Hours per week 

Closing Date:  24th February 2023 

Start Date:  As soon as possible 

  

We are looking for a reliable, hardworking and dedicated Cleaner to join our team. As a member of 

the team, you will work to maintain a high standard of cleanliness around the Academy as well as 

ensuring the safety of the school environment.  

 

 
Interested applicants in either post should complete a Droylsden Academy Application Form and 

Equal Opportunities Application Form available at: 

 

 https://www.tret.org.uk/vacancies/droylsden-academy-vacancies/  

 

Completed applications should be returned to by email to hr@droylsdenacademy.com or by post to 

Human Resources Department, Droylsden Academy, Manor Road, Droylsden, M43 6QD. 

 

 
 

JOB VACANCIES AT DROYLSDEN ACADEMY  

https://www.tret.org.uk/vacancies/droylsden-academy-vacancies/
mailto:%20hr@droylsdenacademy.com
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Level 3 Teaching Assistant (Literacy+) 

 

Pay Scale:  Grade E, Point 11-16 (Actual starting salary at Point 11 of £6,830 for 12 hours and 

£7,969 for 14 hours) 

Hours:  12 - 14 hours per week (term time only). There may be an opportunity for some 

flexibility in the hours of the role 

Contract:  Permanent 

Closing Date:  Monday 27th February 2023 (12 noon) 

Start Date:  As soon as possible 

 

The Governors are seeking to appoint a Level 3 Teaching Assistant to tutor students in Literacy (in 
class or in small groups) and other lessons, to ensure they make accelerated and sustained progress 
and are able to access the full curriculum, joining a team in Learning Support and the English Faculty. 

 
Education to degree level in the relevant curriculum area would be an advantage but, not essential. 
There are teaching assistant training opportunities available for the successful candidate. 
 
The posts carry responsibility for planning, tutoring, marking and assessing the learning and progress 
of students. The successful candidate will be expected to provide some cover supervision for absent 
colleagues and to be trained as a school first aider.  In addition to this, you will be required to 
provide amanuensis support during busy exam periods and support your faculty area with ensuring 
pupil displays are current. 
 

Technology Technician 
 

Pay Scale:  Grade D, Points 7-10 (Actual starting salary at Point 7 of £4,234.91) 

Hours:   8 hours per week, worked over 4 days (term time only) 

Contract:  Permanent 

Closing Date:  Monday 27th February 2023 (12 noon) although the school may decide to close the 

vacancy early if we receive a high volume of suitable applications. 

Start Date:  As soon as possible 

 

We are seeking to appoint a Technology Technician to provide support for students and staff within 
the Technology Faculty. The successful candidate will be expected to set up materials and 
equipment for practical lessons, maintain stock control, clean equipment where appropriate and 
ensure order stock and health and safety procedures are in place. A knowledge of a range of 
Technology equipment would be advantageous. 
 

 

Interested applicants in either post should complete an Application Form available on the school 
website at https://www.mossleyhollins.com/recruitment/  
 
Completed applications should be returned by email to  hr@mossleyhollins.com or by post to 

Mossley Hollins High School, Huddersfield Road, Mossley, Greater Manchester, OL5 9DP. 

 
 

JOB VACANCIES AT MOSSLEY HOLLINS HIGH SCHOOL 

https://www.mossleyhollins.com/recruitment/
mailto:%20hr@mossleyhollins.com
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If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River 

Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong 

schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Outstanding, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) 

and we are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside.   Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1

