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            Newsflash 
            Edition 22: Friday 3rd March 2023  

  

Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

The National Education Union is planning to take further industrial action in schools in England and 

Wales on Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th March.  

 

Please find below, the planned arrangements for both days. Clearly, these plans may be subject to 

change at short notice dependent on changing circumstances. 

 

• Students in Year 11 will be in school as normal on both days. With only a few weeks 

remaining before the summer examination window, it is important that Year 11 are in 

school. Year 11 will attend school in full-school uniform. Students will be taught by their 

class teacher (if they are in school) and they will access work to prepare them for their final 

examinations on Google Classroom if their class teacher is not in school. 

 

• Lesson 7 will be suspended for Year 11 students on both days except for those students 

studying Triple Science who will be sitting their Biology exam. This means that those Year 

11 not taking Triple Science will leave the building at 2.35pm. 

 

• Students in Year 10 will be in school as normal on both days as they have scheduled E1 

assessments. Year 10 will attend school in full-school uniform. Students will sit their Maths 

assessment on Wednesday morning and their English Language assessment on Wednesday 

afternoon. On Thursday they will sit their Science assessment in the morning and their 

History assessment in the afternoon. Students will be taught by their class teacher (if they 

are in school) at times when they are not sitting assessments and they will access work on 

Google Classroom if their class teacher is not in school. 

 

• Online learning will be set for students in Years 7, 8 and 9 who will work from home. 

 

• Some students from Year 7, 8 and 9 whom we consider ‘vulnerable’ will be invited to 

attend as normal. We may have capacity to accommodate some children of ‘critical’ 

workers on this day, but places will be very limited. 

  

Meals will be provided at lunchtime as normal for those students attending school. If your child will 

be at home on the day, and is eligible for a free school meal, then a packed lunch can be collected 

from reception.   Mr Wakefield (Student Services Manager) will be emailing eligible families nearer 

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL INDUSTRIAL ACTION 
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the time to ask them if they wish to order a packed lunch for their child. A packed lunch will only be 

prepared and available for collection if parents/carers have replied to the email and ordered one for 

their child.  

 

Thank you for your understanding. Please do not hesitate to contact school should you have any 

questions or concerns. 

 

Mr P. Wilson 

Headteacher 

  

 
 
Science 

 

This week, students attending STEM Club picked a new topic to study entitled ‘Is there witchcraft 

and wizardry in the real world’! They started off by watching the colours of flowers change in front 

of their eyes by immersing the stems in different coloured liquids! Witchcraft and wizardry or 

Science? We will let you decide!  

 

 

 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Meanwhile, Year 8 have been using visking tubing to model the 

digestion of large insoluble molecules into small soluble ones 

which can be absorbed through the wall of the small intestine 

into the bloodstream!    

 

Food and Nutrition 

 

Year 10 students have been studying the importance of 

protein and looking at how they can balance the nutrient 

content of food with delicious flavours. The result? A mouth-

watering dish of fish cakes in sweet chilli sauce!  
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This week’s brightest Sparx! 

 

Congratulations to Lilly Yarwood, Alfie Millington, Jesse 

Eastham, Brogan Williams and Ghalieh Alabosh who were the 

brightest Sparx for last week having attempted the most 

questions on the interactive Maths website.  

 

 

As Parents and Carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto 

at any time to practice and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete 

homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence 

clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade. Parents and Carers can receive 

Sparx updates for their child by email and we hope that they will encourage their child to use this 

brilliant resource regularly at home.  

 
Partner Primaries Maths Challenge 
 
Last week, pupils from three of our Partner Primary Schools, Manchester Road, St Mary’s and 

Moorside, took part in a Maths Challenge at the Academy!  

 

As part of the Challenge, the pupils completed a number of Maths games, including a treasure hunt, 

a calculator competition, matchstick puzzles and games where they had to visualise and create 
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shapes and complete magic squares. The teams had to work hard and persevere to complete the 

various challenges but had a really enjoyable evening! 

 

A big thank you from Mr Tiley to our Maths Ambassadors, Mohammad Matrood, Sam Askew, Arion 

Caka, Hafiz Sadiq and Alyssa Evans, all from Year 9, who organised and managed the event, helped 

the pupils to think logically in order to solve and answer the problems and were amazing mentors 

and role models.  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 Football Tournament 
 
Well done to the Year 7 students who represented the Academy at a 9-A-Side Football Tournament 

which took place at Manchester United’s Littleton Road Training Ground before the half-term break. 

The team finished in third place out of the five schools that took part, winning one of their games, 

drawing one and losing two, in a highly competitive but really enjoyable competition. The Droylsden 

team played some quality football and were a credit to our school.  

 

Jake Gavan    Mylee Dunbar    Olly Marshall    Ryan Asamoah    Josh Harris    Noah Blemmings   

Jamie Walker    Mayvel Quaicoe    Al Hassan Barrie    Mamadou Samb Gueye 
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Congratulations to Thomas Weaver from Year 10 and Evie Berry from Year 11 who have both been 

nominated as Student of the Week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas has been nominated by the Maths Department as he is working extremely hard in his 

lessons and is making good progress. Thomas always completes all the work set and usually moves 

onto the extension tasks too. He also responds well to feedback and is keen is constantly looking to 

develop his understanding and improve. Thomas’s confidence is growing every lesson and it is lovely 

to see the pride and satisfaction in his achievements at completing difficult questions. Keep up the 

good work Thomas!  

 

Evie has been nominated by the Science Department as she has worked really hard in preparation 

for her Pre-Public Examinations. Evie attended all revision sessions and has demonstrated a real 

resilience and positive attitude throughout. This thorough preparation will be rewarded both in her 

Pre-Public Examinations and the GCSE Examinations in the summer. Keep up the hard work Evie.  

 
 
 
 
Year 11, there are only 9 school weeks left, just 45 days in school, until your first GCSE exam. 

 

We hope that your Pre-Public Examinations have gone well and that you are now better prepared 

for the summer. 

 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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Our Hot Meals Menu runs on a 3 week cycle. Next week will be the Menu for Week 3 which can be 

found below: 

 Monday 
 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Meat 
Option 

Chicken Curry 
& Rice 

Sausage Casserole 
& Potatoes 

Roast Dinner 
& Trimmings 

Mac & Cheese Beefburger in a 
Bun & Chips 

Vegetarian 
Option 

Veggie Chilli & 
Rice 

Cheese Whirl, 
Potatoes & Beans  

Veggie Roast 
Dinner 

Veggie Lasagne & 
Sweetcorn  

Veggie Sausage 
&Chips 

Lighter Bites 
 

Jacket Potato 
& Filling 

Jacket Potato & 
Filling 

Jacket Potato 
& Filling 

Jacket Potato & 
Filling 

Jacket Potato 
& Filling 

 
We also have a ‘Grab & Go’ Menu. The Menu for next week is:  

Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Indian Style 

Flatbread 

Crispy Chicken on a 

Bun 

Fishburger on a Bun Pizza Sub Giant Sausage Roll 

 

Finally, we also have a Menu for the meals we serve from the Pod. The Menu for next week is:   

Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Sweet & Sour 

Chicken & Rice 

Pasta & Meatballs Cheese & Onion 

Pasty & Beans 

Jerk Chicken, Rice & 

Peas 

BBQ Chicken, Rice 

& Peas 

 

 

Have a nice weekend and we look forward to feeding you next week! 

 

 

 

Ensure your notifications for the School Gateway app are on! 

  

As a school we are looking at ways to reduce costs and one area highlighted is the amount of money 

we are spending on text messages, money we needn’t spend if parents/carers are logged in on 

School Gateway. To access our messages, parents/carers must be logged into the School Gateway 

app all the time and have push notifications manually turned on within the phone’s settings. Every 

device will also have other settings that can affect push notifications (for example, battery 

optimisation, which prevents some devices from receiving push notifications when the battery is 

below a certain percentage).  

 

AND NEXT WEEK, WE WILL BE SERVING…..  

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Please also ensure that you are also running on the latest version of the app which can be confirmed 

in the Play Store or App Store. If you are still not receiving notifications and have followed the 

guidance below, you will need to refer to the help guide for your specific device and/or contact your 

device manufacturer. If both parents\carers are registered on Gateway please ensure that each 

registered user is using the School Gateway app. 

 

Guidance for switching on notifications: Apple  

  

1. On your phone, go to settings 2. In here, scroll down to the 'Notification Centre' 3. 

Select School Gateway 4. In here, ensure that under the heading 'Notification Centre' 

is switched on 5. Close the screen; you will now receive notifications when new app 

messages come through.  

 

Guidance for switching on notifications: Huawei  

 

1. Tap the Apps icon on your home screen 2. Tap settings 3. Tap Apps or App 

Manager 4. Scroll down and tap School Gateway 5. Tap Notifications 6. Confirm 'Block 

all' is toggled OFF (Samsung / other devices - toggle 'Allow Notifications' ON) 7. 

Restart your device.  

 

Guidance for switching on notifications: Android  

 

1. On your phone go to settings > Applications Manager 2. Scroll down the list of apps 

until you find School Gateway and select it 3. In here there will be a tick box that says 

‘Show Notifications’, ensure this is selected 4. Close the screen; you will now receive 

notifications when new app messages come through. 

 

Guidance for switching on notifications: Samsung  

 

On your phone go to Settings > Notifications and Status Bar > Notifications Centre 

2. Scroll Downyour list of apps until you find Schools Gateway and select it 3. 

Activate ‘allow notifications’ and also ‘priority display’ 4. Restart your device 5. 

You will now receive notifications when new app messages come through. 

 

Disabled parking 

 

The disabled parking bays at the front of the academy are for blue badge 

holders only. Unfortunately, families who need these spaces are not 

always able to use them as other cars have already parked there. Please 

respect those families that need to use these parking bays and do not 

park there. 

 

There is ample parking a very short distance away in the visitor car park 

and we politely request that you use these parking spaces. 
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Mental Health and Emotional Well-being 
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Online Safety 
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Year 10 students will be attending a number of workshops on Monday 6th March under the umbrella 

of ‘Becoming an Adult’. The workshops will cover a range of topics from Financial Literacy to 

Relationships, Health and Sex Education. 

 

A Parent Teacher Consultation Evening for the Parents/Carers of Year 11 students will take place on 

Thursday 9th March. Parent/Carer attendance on this evening is essential. 

 

There will be a theatre visit to the Oldham Coliseum on Friday 17th March to watch an evening 

performance of ‘Noughts and Crosses’.  

 

There will be a Geography Residential Field Trip to the East Coast of Yorkshire for Year 11 students 

over the weekend of Friday 24th to Sunday 26th March    

 

The rescheduled performances of ‘Footloose’ will take place on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 

28th, 29th and 30th March. 

 

The Academy will break up for the Easter Holiday on Friday 31st March at 12.00 noon. 

 

The Academy will re-open for the Summer Term on Monday 17th April at 8.30am.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River 

Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong 

schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Outstanding, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) 

and we are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside.   Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1

