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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

Stop Press: As you may be aware, the National Education Union (NEU) are taking further industrial 

action in schools in England on Wednesday 5th and Friday 7th July later this term. Further 

information will follow in next week’s edition of Newsflash.   

 

 

 

Quadkids! 

 

Congratulations to both the Boys and Girls Teams on their success at the Tameside ‘Quadkids’ 

Tournament held at East Cheshire Harriers last week. Quadkids is a Track and Field Athletics Event 

with each member of the team having to compete in four events, the 100m, 800m, Vortex Throw 

and Long Jump.  

 

This year, there were 10 Tameside High Schools competing at the event with the Droylsden Girls 

Team, made up of Olamide Awosanya, Bethany Mawocha, Mylee Dunbar, Lola Jones and Deborah 

Ajayi finishing in first place, and winning Gold, and the Boys Team, made up of Mateen 

Acheampong, Ryan Asamoah, Jamie Walker, Noah Blemmings and Mamadou Samb Gueye 

finishing in third place and winning Bronze. Well done to both teams on a great performance!      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Science 
 
Year 9 are currently studying a unit on energy transfer as part of the Science Curriculum. The unit looks at 

different kinds of energy, how energy can be stored and released and how energy makes things happen 

when it is transferred or changed from one form into another. One of the best ways to learn about 

energy transfer is to look at the rides at a fair or theme park and, as such, 160 students from the year 

group visited Alton Towers this week where they could apply what they had learnt in class! Whilst 

everyone had a great day out, including Mrs Ormrod and Mrs Cairns (below), the Science Department are 

also confident that the visit helped to reinforce the students’ knowledge and understanding of this 

important topic!  

 
Meanwhile, back in school, Year 8 have been studying the 

thermal decomposition of Calcium Carbonate into Calcium 

Oxide and Carbon Dioxide. They tested for the gas Carbon 

Dioxide by bubbling it through Lime Water and looking to see if 

the Lime water turned cloudy. The Lime water did turn cloudy 

so the gas must have been Carbon Dioxide!  

 

Finally, Gardening Club have been collecting rainwater from 

the recent heavy downpours and using it to water their plants! 
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Put your money on number 2! 

 

Good luck to the Droylsden Academy Team who have entered this year’s 

‘Greenpower’ Challenge to build and then race their own green powered 

go-cart. The group spent Tuesday and Wednesday at Tameside College 

assembling their go-cart and, at the time of writing, are racing against 

other Tameside schools at the Ashton Cycle Track! We will publicise the 

results of the race in next week’s edition of Newsflash.        

 

Jesse Eastham       Ruben Mistry       Ben Lees       Evie Quinlan       Jack Fortun 

Ben Hamlett       Amy Lea       Ruby Wood 
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Girls and Maths 

 

This week, a group of our Year 10 Excel Maths students attended a ‘Girls in Maths’ workshop run by 

Ashton Sixth Form College. During the workshop, the girls completed a mathematical investigation 

and also found out about Maths based careers in Biostatistics, Psychometrics and National Security.  

 

The mathematical challenge was really interesting with the group investigating whether predictions 

made by psychics were actually psychic events or not, or whether these predictions can be explained 

through the mathematics of probability; the exercise also prompted interesting debate and 

discussion! Everyone had a really interesting, engaging and thought-provoking afternoon; we really 

do have some talented girls and hopefully some of them will now consider a future career in Maths!   
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Interestingly…. 

 

 On average, girls outperform boys in STEM subjects 

(Science, Technology Engineering and Maths at GCSE but 

more boys then go on to take STEM subjects at A Level 

than girls, with boys accounting for 66% of the A Level 

entries and girls just 34%. 

 

 At university, 74% of STEM Graduates are boys and only 

26% are girls. As a result, nationally, only 24% of STEM 

related jobs are being undertaken by girls.  

 

Girls, what a waste of talent! The country needs your mathematical aptitude, skills and abilities!   

 

Photography 

 

Thank you to Harley Holbrook-Thane from Year 10 for submitting the following light edits from his 

GCSE Photography Portfolio. Miss Hickman commented on how impressed she has been with your 

work on this project Harley, so well done and keep it up!    
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This week’s brightest Sparx! 

 

Congratulations to Harry Rowen, Hao Xuan Yu, Talha 

Tahir and  Jia Rui Fang who were the brightest Sparx for 

last week having attempted the most questions on the 

interactive Maths website.  

 

As Parents and Carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto 

at any time to practice and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete 

homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence 

clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade. Parents and Carers can receive 

Sparx updates for their child by email and we hope that they will encourage their child to use this 

brilliant resource regularly at home.  

 
Food and Nutrition  

 

In Food and Nutrition, Year 9 have been learning about emulsions. An emulsion is a scientific term 

for a combination of two liquids that do not usually mix, such as oil and water. In cooking, you have 

to mix the liquids together really well through whisking, blending, or strong shaking. A common 

emulsion we use in the kitchen is mayonnaise, something that the students used to enhance the 

flavour of their BLTs at the end of the lesson!   
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Congratulations to Evie Quinlan from Year 9 and Logan Buckley from Year 10 who have both been 

nominated as Students of the Week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evie has been nominated by the English Department following her magnificent portrayal of Lennie 

when taking on the part in the class reading of ‘Of Mice And Men’ by John Steinbeck. As well as 

being unfailingly insightful and diligent in lessons, Evie has truly brought the role to life through her 

expert combination of accent, intonation, and comic timing. Well done and thank you Evie, an 

audiobook career awaits! 

 

Logan has been nominated by the Maths Department as he works so hard in his lessons, has a 

positive attitude and demonstrates real resilience. If the questions are hard, Logan never gives in 

and, instead, looks for explanations and examples on Sparx. Logan also completes all work, both in 

class and at home, to a high standard. Mrs Egan commented that It was a pleasure to have Logan in 

her lesson and that she knows he will do well at GCSE.  

 

Congratulations also go to Oliver Discombe from Year 7 and Lennon James from Year 9 who have 

both been nominated as Humanitarians of the Week by the Humanities Department. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oliver has been nominated by the Religious Studies Department for always putting 100% into 

everything he does and for asking some amazingly thought-provoking questions and Lennon has 

been nominated by the History Department for his contribution to lessons and, in particular, his 

willingness to volunteer his views and opinions as well as his resilience. Well done to both Oliver and 

Lennon!  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
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Free School Meals  
 
Around half of our families claim free school meals for their children 

and we know that this support is a real help, especially at the 

moment with  soaring inflation and interest rates. Not only do 

students get a free meal at school each day, but families also receive 

Asda vouchers to help them during every holiday period and can 

apply for support for school trips and visits too.   

 

Last year, for instance, families received a £60 Asda voucher for the summer holiday and vouchers 

for £36 at both Christmas and Easter. We are expecting the same level of support for the coming 

year and we are currently awaiting confirmation of the voucher value for the coming summer 

holiday. These vouchers are emailed out to families, they do not have to apply for them.  Students 

eligible for Free School Meals can also get support for school visits and trips which help with the 

cost. For instance, students going on the forthcoming residential visit to the West End in London 

have been able to apply for a contribution of £125 towards the total cost of £250.        

 

Sometimes families say that they feel a little embarrassed asking for financial support such as for 

Free School Meals. This should never be the case, the help is there for a reason and all of us need 

some sort of support at one time or another.  

 

Although the rules around eligibility may look a little complicated (please see the information 

below), it is really easy and straight forward to check. You can check online through the Academy 

website; simply go to the website, click the link for ‘Parents’ and then the link for ‘Academy Meals & 

Online Free School Meal Applications’. The online form is easy to complete and only takes a couple 

of minutes. You only really need your National Insurance Number or Asylum Seekers Reference 

Number along with details such as your address and date of birth.  

 

If you would like the Academy to complete your application for you, then please contact Mrs 

Hankinson on Reception who will be happy to help.         

 

Students are eligible for free school meals if in receipt of any of the following: 

 

 Income Support. 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance. 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance. 

 Support Under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit. 

 Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

income of £16,190 or less. 

 Working Tax Credit ‘run-on’ – the payment someone may receive for a further four weeks 

after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

 Universal Credit if your household income is less than £7400 a year (after tax and not 

including any benefits you get).  

MEALS  IMPORTANT: FREE SCHOOL MEALS  IMPORTANT: FREE SCHOOL MEALS   IMPORTANT: FREE  
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Year 10, you only have 34 weeks left in school, just 170 days, until your GCSE examinations start next 

year in May 2024!  

 

 
 

And next week we will be serving… 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Meat 

Option 

Chicken Curry & 

Rice 

Beef Burger in a 

Bun & Wedges 

Roast Dinner Spicy Beef Kebab 

on Khobez Bread 

Fish, Chips & 

Peas     

Vegetarian 

Option 

Spicey Bean 

Burger 

Cheese Whirl, 

Beans & Mash 

Veggie Roast 

Dinner 

Veggie Chilli & 

Rice 

Veggie Sausage 

&, Chips  

Lighter Bites 

 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato 

& Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato 

& Filling 

We also have a ‘Grab & Go’ Menu. The Menu for next week is:  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Fish Fingers on a 

Bun 

Giant Hotdog A large slice of Pizza Spicy Beef in a 

Wrap 

Pepperoni & 

Cheese Quesadilla 

 

Finally, we also have a Menu for the meals we serve from the Pod. The Menu for next week is:   

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Chicken, Rice & 

Curry Sauce 

BBQ Pasta Bake Chilli Beef Pin 

Wheel & Salad 

Mac & Cheese Fried Chicken, Chips 

& Corn 

 
 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 

UPDATE FROM THE CATERING TEAM 
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‘Foodie Facts’! 

 

Each week, the Catering Team will be giving us a few ‘Foodie Facts’ so that we 

know a little more about what we eat and understand the importance of a 

balanced and healthy diet.  

 

Over the next few weeks we will learn a little bit about vitamins and minerals, 

things we need in small amounts to ensure that different systems and 

processes in our body work properly. We have already looked at the minerals 

calcium and iron and this week we will look at another mineral, potassium  

 

Potassium is found naturally in many foods and 

is important in something called osmoregulation or 

keeping the right amount of fluid in the cells of the 

body. Potassium also helps muscles to contract and 

helps to keep your blood pressure normal. If you are 

short of potassium in your diet, you suffer from a 

condition called hypokalemia and may experience 

symptoms such as weakness and fatigue, muscle 

cramps, muscle aches and stiffness, tingles and 

numbness, heart palpitations, breathing difficulties, 

digestive symptoms, and changes in blood pressure. 

So, you see, potassium is quite important! 

 
 
 
Get involved! 
 
Did you know that, in addition to Year 7 Electives, the Academy offers 42 different clubs and 

societies every week? 

  

The clubs and societies range from Army Cadets to Origami, Football Clubs to Debating Unions, Sonic 

Screen to Boardgames, there really is something for everyone! 

  

At Droylsden Academy, we understand the importance of developing a well-rounded student. We 

encourage students to build on their extra-curricular skills and discover new ones.  Students in Year 

7 attend mandatory Electives each week focusing on the Arts, Sports and Outdoor Education. All 

staff encourage students to attend clubs, events and challenges that develop a student’s character. 

  

For a full list of our clubs and societies, please see the ebook on the Academy website. It can be 

accessed by clicking on 'Co-Curricular' in the 'Students' section of the website. 

 

In the unlikely event that we do not offer something that interests your child, please speak to your 

child’s Head of House and we will see if we would be able to offer it in the future. 

 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Online Safety 
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Year 7 Parent Teacher Evening will take place on Thursday 29th June. 

 

The Year 11 ‘Prom’ will be held on the evening of Friday 30th June. 

 

The Production starring the Year 7 students taking the Performing Arts Elective will be held on the 

evening of Tuesday 4th July. 

 

The Performing Arts residential trip to the ‘West End’ In London will take place on 13th and 14th July.  

 

The Academy Sports Day will take place on Wednesday 19th July.  

 

The Academy will close for the summer holiday on Thursday 20th July at 12.00 noon. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River 

Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong 

schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we 

are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside. Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 

 
 
 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1
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Role: HR Assistant 
 

Pay Scale:  Grade D, Points 7 to 10 (£15.950 to £16,843) 

Hours:   30 hours per week, Term Time Only (Monday to Friday 7.45am to 4:15pm) 

Contract:  Permanent 

Closing Date:  Friday 7th July 2023 (8am) 

Interview Date: Tuesday 11th July 2023 

Start Date:  4th September 2023 

  

Role: IT Support Engineer 
 

Pay Scale:  Grade F, Points 17 to 22 (£26,845 to £29,439) 

Hours:   36 hours per week, full year 

Contract:  Permanent 

Closing Date:  Wednesday 12th July 2023 (8am) 

Interview Date: Tuesday 18th July 2023 

Start Date:  August 2023 

  

Further information and Application Forms can be found on the school website at: 

 

www.tret.org.uk/vacancies/mossley-hollins-vacancies 

 

 
 
 
 

JOB VACANCIES AT MOSSLEY HOLLINS HIGH SCHOOL 

http://www.tret.org.uk/vacancies/mossley-hollins-vacancies

