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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

Happy New Year to all our students and their families. We hope that 2024 will be a really good 

year for everyone associated with the Academy and our wider school community. 

 

 

 

The Academy Christmas Concert 

 

Thank you to everyone who took part in or attended and supported this 

year’s annual Christmas Concert which took place just before we broke up 

for the Christmas Holiday. There were some wonderful performances on 

the evening, including instrumental solos by Chloe Ma on the Clarinet, 

Isabella Voong on the Violin and Evie Quinlan on the Piano, as well as 

ensembles, choirs, vocal groups, dance performances and poetry readings.  

 

Thank you, in particular, to the Fairfield Primary School Choir, the 

‘Droylsden Voices’, the Dance Academy, our Guitar and Ukulele groups 

and, of course, to Miss Burgess for organising yet another wonderful 

evening where our students could showcase their talents in the Performing 

Arts. It really was a lovely event which started the Christmas celebrations 

off in style!            

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

 

Thank you to staff and students who kindly contributed everything from Baked Beans to Christmas 

Trees in support of Mustard Tree's Winter Wishlist! On Friday 15th December, the day we broke up 

for the Christmas Holiday, Miss Worsley delivered all your donations to Mustard Tree's Warehouse 

in Ancoats where they were gratefully received and will, by now, have been given to families to help 

support them over Christmas and into the new year.  

 

The letter below gives you a little more information about the important work that Mustard Tree 

carries out in support of people living across Greater Manchester.  
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Thank you, also, to everyone who supported ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ on the 

final day of term and contributed £1 towards our House Charities. A special 

thank you also goes to Form 8Y who organised a Raffle and sold tickets at 

breaktime. As well as raising funds for our chosen charities, the students 

from 8Y were also able to evidence a number of important skills and values 

from their Character Portfolios.  

 

Together, we raised almost £300 for our House Charities, so a massive 

thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Appeals! 

 

This week’s brightest Sparx! 

 

Congratulations to Ishaque Raiyan, Bana Oubaid, Lottie Hayes, 

Daniel Thompson and Jai Rui Fang who were the brightest Sparx for 

the final week of last term, having attempted the most questions on 

the interactive Maths website.  

 

As Parents and Carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto 

at any time to practise and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete 

homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence 

clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade. Parents and Carers can receive 

Sparx updates for their child by email and we hope that they will encourage their child to use this 

brilliant resource regularly at home.  

 

Poem of the Week 

 

This week’s poem is by Lemn Sissay  

 

Open sails  

And stretch my spine 

The night's gone 

The day's mine 
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A Trip to the Theatre! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of students visited the Lowry Theatre, before Christmas, to watch a performance of the ‘Life 

of Pi’ The performance was absolutely amazing and everyone thoroughly enjoyed their evening at 

the theatre. Thank you to Ms Twigg and Ms Shorrock for organising and leading the visit! 

 

 

 
As parents/carers should be aware, you can now access details about every 

subject taught at the Academy in our Parent Curriculum Information Booklet. 

 

The Parent Curriculum Information Booklet can be found on the Academy 

website at 

 

https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/parents/parental-curriculum-booklet/ 

 

The booklet includes the following information for every subject we teach, across all year groups, 

and we hope that it will help parents and carers to support their child’s learning at home: 

1. Topics for each half-term 

2. Links to the exam board specifications  

3. Key assessment dates 

4. Details of how parents can support learning at home 

We hope that you will find this information useful. 

 

WHAT IS MY CHILD LEARNING? 

https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/parents/parental-curriculum-booklet/
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Year 11, now that you have returned from the Christmas Holiday, there are only 15 school weeks 

left, just 75 days in school, until your first GCSE exam. 

 

You are now on the final lap of your five years at Droylsden Academy and, for most of you, your 

future opportunities will depend on what happens over the next few months. There are no short 

cuts or easy routes to exam success. Those of you who commit to your studies, work hard and 

prepare thoroughly will do well; those of you who don’t will not. Take control of your future now. 

 

 

 
 
Next week, the Catering Team will be serving… 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Meat 

Option 

Tandoori Chicken 

& Rice  

Beef Lasagne, 

Veg or Salad 

Roast Dinner Mince Beef & 

Onion & Mash 

Fish, Chips & 

Peas     

Vegetarian 

Option 

Cheese Omlette 

& D’phinoise Pots 

Veggie Sausage 

& Pasta Bake 

Veggie Roast 

Dinner 

Chick Pea Curry 

& Rice 

Veggie Mince Pie 

Chips & Peas 

Lighter Bites 

 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato 

& Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

 

 

We also have a ‘Grab & Go’ Menu. The Menu for next week is:  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

BBQ Pasta Bake 

 

Chicken Curry & 

Rice 

Spicy Chilli Beef 

with Wedges 

Pasta Arrabiata Fried Chicken, Chips 

& Corn 

 

 

 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 

NEWS FROM THE CATERING TEAM 
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Finally, we also have a Menu for the meals we serve from the Juice Bar. The Menu for next week is:   

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Chickenburger on a 

Bun 

Giant Hotdog A Hot Panini A Large Slice of 

Pizza 

Cheese & Onion 

Pasta 

 

Top Tips from Tina and her Team! 
 
Why not look for some tasty and nutritious seasonal produce which is readily available and can be a 
little cheaper in January?  

Why not try a delicious and nutritious Vegetable Soup or Stew? They’re tasty, warming, filling, cheap 
and easy to prepare and very, very tasty!  
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West Side Story 
 

Tickets are now on sale for this year’s Academy production of ‘West Side Story’! They can be 

purchased from Student Services and are priced at £5 for adults and £4 for concessions. 

Performances will take place on Wednesday 24th, Thursday 25th and Friday 26th January. 

 

The show is a guaranteed sell out, so buy your tickets now to avoid 

disappointment!    

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Online Safety 
 

 

 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

We need your old uniform! 

 

Children grow so quickly that quite often the uniform 

they have grown out of is still in really good condition.  

 

Have you got any old uniform that your children have grown out of but still has some ‘wear’ left in 

it? If so, you can donate it to school and we will wash and press it so that it can be re-cycled and 

used again!  

 

In the current economic climate, many of us are grateful for a little support and it would be really 

helpful if we can offer ‘re-conditioned’ uniform, with life and learning left in it, to families who would 

appreciate it. It also supports our planet when we all live sustainably and make the most of our 

resources! 

 

Any donations can be dropped off with any of the staff at Student Services.  

 

Thank you!    

 

 

 

 
 
Parent Teacher Evening for Parents and Carers of students in Year 10 will be held on Thursday 11th 

January. 

 

There will be performances of this year’s Academy Production of West Side Story on Wednesday 

24th, Thursday 25th and Friday 26th January. 

 

Parent Teacher Evening for Parents and Carers of students in Year 8 will be held on Thursday 1st 

February. 

 

Character Awards Evening will be held on Wednesday 7th February. 

 

The Academy will break up for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 9th February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River 

Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong 

schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we 

are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside.   Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 

 

 
 
 
 
 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1

