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Droylsden Academy is a good school

Happy New Year to all our students and their families. We hope that 2024 will be a really good
year for everyone associated with the Academy and our wider school community.

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK

The Academy Christmas Concert

Thank you to everyone who took part in or attended and supported this
year’s annual Christmas Concert which took place just before we broke up
for the Christmas Holiday. There were some wonderful performances on
the evening, including instrumental solos by Chloe Ma on the Clarinet,
Isabella Voong on the Violin and Evie Quinlan on the Piano, as well as
ensembles, choirs, vocal groups, dance performances and poetry readings.

Thank you, in particular, to the Fairfield Primary School Choir, the
‘Droylsden Voices’, the Dance Academy, our Guitar and Ukulele groups
and, of course, to Miss Burgess for organising yet another wonderful
evening where our students could showcase their talents in the Performing
Arts. It really was a lovely event which started the Christmas celebrations
off in style!

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work
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Mustard Tre€
Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Thank you to staff and students who kindly contributed everything from Baked Beans to Christmas
Trees in support of Mustard Tree's Winter Wishlist! On Friday 15" December, the day we broke up
for the Christmas Holiday, Miss Worsley delivered all your donations to Mustard Tree's Warehouse
in Ancoats where they were gratefully received and will, by now, have been given to families to help
support them over Christmas and into the new year.

The letter below gives you a little more information about the important work that Mustard Tree
carries out in support of people living across Greater Manchester.

Mustard Tree,
110 Oldham Road,

ancoats.
M4 GAG

Dear Droylsden Academy

On behalf of the charity, our clients, and our community, thank you for your valuable donation
of food and clothing.

Mustard Tree combats poverty and prevents inequality & homelessness across Greater
Manchester. We create opportunities for people to help themselves through providing
practical support, life skillz, and connections into work.

We provide food, clothing, furniture and other essentials alongside crisis support, courses,
classes, and training. This "'wrap-around approach' gives people the dignity, confidence, and
tools they need to build themselves back up.

We have done this for nearly 30 years.
However, the scale of need we see is new, unprecedented, and growing:

* Each month, we now have a footfall of over 10,500 people.

* Each month, over 5000 people now access our Food Clubs to get their weekly
shopping.

* Each month, we provide training to over 270 people, and help our Freedom Trainees
find meaningful work, but...

» __Each month, over 500 people register with Mustard Tree, accessing the charity for
the first time.

All of this is only possible with yvour help. Your donation is doubly impactful: not just the
tangible difference you make in helping MT meet this unprecedented need, but also how
reassuring it is, how vindicating, to have your support.

Thank you for your support and thank you for being a vital part of the Greater Manchester
community.

¢

CAESAR GEEREMEDHIN
Fund Raising Officer/ Mustard Tree
Caesar gebremedhin@mustardtree. org.uk | 07597583628

®
f créate * 7O L X
BE|IEf \\‘:J\;:ln;:n::r'tunlt},lr Dignity commit to o © Diversity’
precrp . for all Partnership =

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work



Thank you, also, to everyone who supported ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ on the
final day of term and contributed £1 towards our House Charities. A special
thank you also goes to Form 8Y who organised a Raffle and sold tickets at
breaktime. As well as raising funds for our chosen charities, the students
from 8Y were also able to evidence a number of important skills and values
from their Character Portfolios.

Together, we raised almost £300 for our House Charities, so a massive

thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Appeals!

. . This week’s brightest

This week’s brightest Sparx! m
Ishaque Raiyan 15,665 XP

Congratulations to Ishaque Raiyan, Bana Oubaid, Lottie Hayes, Bana Oubaid 3,904 xp

Daniel Thompson and Jai Rui Fang who were the brightest Sparx for [vearo ] Lottie Hayes 2150 %F

the final week of last term, having attempted the most questions on Daniel Thompson 3,540 XP
the interactive Maths website. Jia Rui Fang 4,023 XP

As Parents and Carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto
at any time to practise and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete
homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence
clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade. Parents and Carers can receive
Sparx updates for their child by email and we hope that they will encourage their child to use this
brilliant resource regularly at home.

Poem of the Week

This week’s poem is by Lemn Sissay
Open sails

And stretch my spine

The night's gone
The day's mine

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work



"ONE OF THE MOST STUNNING
SHOWS | HAVE EVEII SEEN

lIFEﬂFPI

WINNER OF EVERY KMI PLAY ANARD INCLUDING 5 OLIVIERS

A Trip to the Theatre!

i
4»

- THE LoWRY
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A group of students visited the Lowry Theatre, before Christmas, to watch a performance of the ‘Life
of Pi’ The performance was absolutely amazing and everyone thoroughly enjoyed their evening at
the theatre. Thank you to Ms Twigg and Ms Shorrock for organising and leading the visit!

WHAT IS MY CHILD LEARNING?

As parents/carers should be aware, you can now access details about every NN
SUCCES A i3
subject taught at the Academy in our Parent Curriculum Information Booklet. SIEARNE TEA‘(H
ENTE SUCCESS
TRAIHING

STy
The Parent Curriculum Information Booklet can be found on the Academy T CURRICUI—UM &Tﬁ'ﬁ?
website at i

https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/parents/parental-curriculum-booklet/

The booklet includes the following information for every subject we teach, across all year groups,
and we hope that it will help parents and carers to support their child’s learning at home:

Topics for each half-term
Links to the exam board specifications
Key assessment dates

Details of how parents can support learning at home C URR|8UE'UM

We hope that you will find this information useful. @—.— """"""

i e
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https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/parents/parental-curriculum-booklet/

GCSE COUNTDOWN

Year 11, now that you have returned from the Christmas Holiday, there are only 15 school weeks
left, just 75 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.

You are now on the final lap of your five years at Droylsden Academy and, for most of you, your

future opportunities will depend on what happens over the next few months. There are no short

cuts or easy routes to exam success. Those of you who commit to your studies, work hard and

prepare thoroughly will do well; those of you who don’t will not. Take control of your future now.

Next week, the Catering Team will be serving...

NEWS FROM THE CATERING TEAM

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Meat Tandoori Chicken Beef Lasagne, Roast Dinner Mince Beef & Fish, Chips &
Option & Rice Veg or Salad Onion & Mash Peas
Vegetarian Cheese Omlette Veggie Sausage Veggie Roast Chick Pea Curry | Veggie Mince Pie
Option & D’phinoise Pots & Pasta Bake Dinner & Rice Chips & Peas

Lighter Bites

Jacket Potato &
Filling

Jacket Potato &
Filling

Jacket Potato
& Filling

Jacket Potato &
Filling

Jacket Potato &
Filling

We also have a ‘Grab & Go’ Menu. The Menu for next week is:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
BBQ Pasta Bake Chicken Curry & Spicy Chilli Beef Pasta Arrabiata Fried Chicken, Chips
Rice with Wedges & Corn

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work



Finally, we also have a Menu for the meals we serve from the Juice Bar. The Menu for next week is:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Chickenburger on a Giant Hotdog A Hot Panini A Large Slice of Cheese & Onion
Bun Pizza Pasta

Top Tips from Tina and her Team!

Why not look for some tasty and nutritious seasonal produce which is readily available and can be a
little cheaper in January?

Seasonal produce tends to be cheaper and more readily available. Here are our
top tips for some of the best produce in season in January: -a\

We don’t often think about fish as being seasonal produce but they are! In
January mackerel is in season. Mackerel is an excellent oily fish full of essential
healthy fats and omega oils which our bodies need for heart and brain health.

There are lots of root vegetables in season during the Winter
months. Why not try something different such as peppery .‘;‘._M
kohlrabi or sweet salsify? These veggies can be prepared and
eaten like most other roots and cabbages. Try kohlrabi raw,
sliced thinly and mixed with grated carrot, a thinly sliced onion and a
squeeze of lemon juice in a low fat mayonnaise dressing for a fresh
winter slaw.

W
L -

_— e,
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Apples and pears are in season in January. These fruits are a great
healthy snack option eaten raw. Rhubarb is also in season in January.
Rhubarb is best stewed down with a little water for a fruity compote

.qto serve alongside low fat yoghurt or porridge. Why not try stewing a

wf rhubarb, apple and pear compote mix?

Why not try a delicious and nutritious Vegetable Soup or Stew? They’re tasty, warming, filling, cheap

and easy to prepare and very, very tasty!

In the colder months stews and soups are easy and cheap meals to

warm you up and keep you feeling fuller for longer. Scan the QR code
to visit our website for some of our favourite recipes including slow

cooker recipes like hardy winter stews:

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work




REMINDERS AND MESSAGES

West Side Story

Tickets are now on sale for this year’s Academy production of ‘West Side Story’! They can be
purchased from Student Services and are priced at £5 for adults and £4 for concessions.
Performances will take place on Wednesday 24", Thursday 25" and Friday 26" January.

The show is a guaranteed sell out, so buy your tickets now to avoid
disappointment!

ADULTSFIES!
CONCESSIONSH:I£4
UNDERI5SAWATCHIFORIEREE:

Entire Original Production Directed and Choreographed by JEROME ROBEINS
Originally Produced on'Broadway by Robert E. Griffith and Harold S. Prince
. By Arrangement with Roger L. Stevens
This amatenr production is presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International
All authorised performance materials are also supplied by MTi
www.mtishows.co.uk
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SETTING UP PARENTAL
CONTROLS ON NEW DEVICES

IPHONE

It your child's lucky enough to

be getting their own iPhone,

parental controls can help avoid
issues like screen addiction ond
unsultable content. Go Into the settings
and scroll down to ‘Screen Time', From
here you can customise important
settings including time limits on using
the device, communication restrictions
and content blockers. You can also lock
your changes behind a passcode.

) -ANDROID

- —

with Android devices, Google's “

Family Link app is your friend

You'll need a Google occount - and o
separate one for your child, which you
should use when first setting up the
device, Then, in Family Link on your own
device, select "Add Child’ and enter thelr
account detalls. This lets you specily
limits on daily usage, restrict certain
opps, block particular content and more

PLAYSTATION

You can prep for o PlayStation

before it's even unwr: 3

At my.accountsony.com, create an
occount, then go to Account
Management > Family Monagement >
Add Family Member to set up your
child’s occount, which you'll use to sign
in on the console, You can restrict the
age ratings of the games they con play
ond who they can talk to. On the PS5,
you can maoke exceptions for any games
you think are occeptable despite their
high age rating.

IPAD

Pad parentol controls are identical to
those on iPhones, However, If you've got
o shored family iPod ond want to ensure
your children oren't sesing anythin.
oge-inappropriate after you hand tl

the device, there's a feature called
Guided Access (under Settings »
Accessibility > Guided Access). With this
switched on, young ones can only use
the opp that's currently open

XBOX e

The Xbox Family Settings app helpa ~
you manage which o5 your child
can play (and when). You'll need to set
up the console with your own occount
and then add a child profile. Make sure
your account’s password protected, so
your child can't alter your choices later.
You'll be walked through the functions ot
satup, but you can also reach them
manually via Settings » Account »
Family Settings.

\

"~

NINTENDO SWITCH

Download the Nintendo a
Switch Parental Controls app on

your phone, and youll be shown

how to link it to the console. Once thot's
done, you can limit how long your child
can play each day, decide what age
ratings are permitted and more. You'll
alzo get weekly updates on how often
they've used the device. These controls
are accessible through the console itsel,
but the app is usually easier.

-

WINDOWS 11 PCS

On Windows 1\, account

management is key. Set up the device
with your own account as the admin.
Then go to Settings > Accounts » Family
and Other Users and create your child's
account (If you've already done this on
a previous PC, just log in with those
detalls). Microsoft Family Safety (either
the app of the site) then lets you control
screen time, whot content children can
view and more.

Chromebooks’ parental

controls are managed via the

Family Link app. Unlike an Android
device, however, you need set up the
Chromebook with your own account first,
then add your child’s. Go to Settings >
Poople » Add Person and input your
child's Google account details (or create
a new account). Your chisd can then

In, and you can monitor whot they're up

‘lo via Family Unk

MACS o

Like iPhones, parental controls for

Mocs are managed via the Screen Time
settings. Again, the crux here is to set
yoursel! up as the administrator belfore
adding any child accounts, in the
settings, look for Users & Groups to
create your child's account, thon - while
on their profile - use the screen time
options to place any boundaries around
opps, usage and who your child con
communicate with (ond vice versa).

ST A -

SMART TVS P

Smart TVs typically have their own
Individuol parentol controls. One of the
most popular brands is Samsung - ond
on their TVs, you can control the content
available 1o your child. In the Settings
menu, under ‘Broadcasting’, you can
lock channels and restrict content by its
age rating. Even this isn't foolproof,
however: some opps (like YouTube)
might still let children access unsuitable
material,
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We need your old uniform!

Children grow so quickly that quite often the uniform
they have grown out of is still in really good condition.

Have you got any old uniform that your children have grown out of but still has some ‘wear’ left in
it? If so, you can donate it to school and we will wash and press it so that it can be re-cycled and
used again!

In the current economic climate, many of us are grateful for a little support and it would be really
helpful if we can offer ‘re-conditioned’ uniform, with life and learning left in it, to families who would
appreciate it. It also supports our planet when we all live sustainably and make the most of our
resources!

Any donations can be dropped off with any of the staff at Student Services.

Thank you!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Parent Teacher Evening for Parents and Carers of students in Year 10 will be held on Thursday 11t
January.

There will be performances of this year’s Academy Production of West Side Story on Wednesday
24 Thursday 25" and Friday 26™ January.

Parent Teacher Evening for Parents and Carers of students in Year 8 will be held on Thursday 1°
February.

Character Awards Evening will be held on Wednesday 7*" February.

The Academy will break up for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 9*" February.

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work



EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING?

G
TAMEMYER N everyone

TEACHING & CURRICULUM ~‘./ Iearngng

INSTITUTE

If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute
through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River
Teaching and Curriculum Institute.

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE
with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial
Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and
focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.

Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong
schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we
are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside. Bursaries are available!

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options
Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1
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