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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 

 

Good luck to all those Year 9 students embarking on their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award and who 

met this week to start planning and preparing for the year ahead. As you may be aware, the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award is an internationally recognised programme that encourages students to develop new 

skills, contribute to the wider community and develop their self-esteem and self-confidence. The Award 

is highly valued by employers, colleges and universities.  

 

There are four parts to the programme that students must complete in order to achieve the Award. 

Firstly, they must choose to develop a new skill; this could be anything from learning to play a musical 

instrument to playing a sport or learning to cook. Secondly, they must volunteer and support their local 

community in some way; this could be through volunteering to help a local community group, organising 

an event to raise money for charity or helping to clear up a local area. Thirdly, they must take part in a 

physical activity, something which helps them to lead a more active and healthier lifestyle. Finally, 

students must take part in a two-day expedition involving walking, orienteering and an overnight camp. 

The photographs here were taken over the last couple of years and show our students completing their 

expeditions in the Peak District and on Holcombe Moor.     

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Students meet regularly to report on their progress against the ‘Skill’, ‘Volunteering’ and ‘Physical’ 

requirements of the Award and to prepare for the Expedition and we look forward to reporting on their 

progress throughout the year. Good luck to everyone taking part!    

 

Taali Allikma, Thomas Bradbury, Logan Bramwell-Moore, Alexander Capodici, Amber Carney, Lewis 

Carr, Brogan Carter, Ethan Charlesworth, Marvin Chukwuma, Seth Clarke, Dylan Connor-Lowe, Dillon 

Craig, Olivia Deakin, Jamie Ellis, Dylan Gillespie, Chloe Glover, Ruby Golborn, Alfie Griffiths, Lily Hall, 

Riley Haslam, Callum Haworth, Dylan Holland, Sadie Huckle, Taira Jabeen, George Johnson, Evie Killick, 

Lily Leigh, Fabio Lucci, James Madden, Ben McGuire, Alfie Millington, Charlie Morgan, Jack Morgan, 

Daisy Morris, Sam Myerscough, Jack Nash, Lacie Nevins, Rayah Norris, Lidia Parker, Emilia Raynes, Eden 

Rutter, Amjad Shikhmous, Nadiya Tiplady, Charlotte Travers, Layton Watson, Kelsey Wong, Jacob 

Woolstencoft and Jack Wright-Begley    



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

GCSE PE Students go climbing 

 

Two groups of students have completed a 5-week course at the 

Manchester Climbing Centre this year with the second group due to 

complete their final assessment at the end of this month. Students who 

complete the course will achieve a formal qualification which will also 

count towards their GCSE practical assessment mark and their final 

GCSE grade!  

 

Some very tasty homework! 

 

Well done to Jamie Ellis from Year 9 who 

created a very tasty cake when asked to 

prepare an artefact inspired by the 

Shakespeare play ‘Othello’ which the 

group had studied last term!   

 

Jamie created his cake by using two different flavours and colours, 

chocolate and vanilla, to represent the marriage of Othello and 

Desdemona, and chose a heart shape to symbolise the love between 

the two main characters.  

 

An excellent piece of creativity Jamie; we are sure that if Shakespeare 

had been around today, he would really have enjoyed a slice!   

 

 

Congratulations! 

 

Well done to Olivia Cunningham-Clarke from Year 7, 

Holly Taylor and Cate Roberts from Year 8 and former 

students Kayleigh Cunningham-Clarke and Maddy 

Hempsall who left last year, who all competed in the 

Lancashire Dance Festival this week, representing ‘The 

Nicholson Dance Academy’ (TNA) from Droylsden.  

 

The Troupe performed brilliantly and came runners-up 

in the ‘Champions of Champions’ competition, an elite 

category only open to the highest scoring 

performances from across the year. The girls also 

received an award as the highest scoring troupe across 

2023, an outstanding achievement and just reward for 

their hard work and commitment.           
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News from the Library 
 
This week, Mrs Ormrod, the Academy Librarian, ran a workshop about 

Louis Braille, the inventor of braille, the code of raised dots which helps 

blind and visually impaired people to read.  

  

Students attending the workshop looked at the design of a braille cell and 

how it holds letters and words together in one place. There are 6 dots 

inside each cell; dots 1, 2 and 3 are on the left side of the cell and dots 4, 

5 and 6 are on the right. The students then went on to decode a series of 

messages themselves, receiving a celebratory braille sticker in recognition 

of their efforts!  

 

Before Louis Braille’s invention, visually impaired people read using the Hauy system which used 

embossed and raised Latin letters on thick paper or leather. This was a complicated system that 

required a lot of training and only allowed people to read and not write. Louis invented braille, at 

just aged 15, as he wanted an easier and a better way for visually impaired people to read and 

communicate.   

 

⠓⠁⠏⠏⠽⠠⠄⠀⠠⠠⠺⠕⠗⠇⠙⠠⠄⠀⠠⠠⠃⠗⠁⠊⠇⠇⠑⠠⠄⠀⠠⠠⠙ ⠁⠽⠠⠄ 

Braille has transformed the lives of visually impaired people and, around the world, around 150 

million people now use the code to read and communicate with others. A great invention Louis, not 

bad for a 15-year-old! 

January is, of course, a great time to create new good, or at least better, habits for the year ahead 

and Mrs Ormrod, the Academy Librarian, has shared her ‘ins’ and ‘outs’ with Newsflash!     

 

‘Ins’ 

 

• Getting outside more often 

• Writing/journaling for fun and wellbeing 

• Quality over quantity in terms of people, clothes, books, time and projects! 
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‘Outs’ 

 

• Clutter 

• Procrastination (getting things done instead of putting things off) 

• Hustle culture  

 

We will check on your progress throughout the year Mrs Ormrod! 

If you'd like some inspiration for your own "ins and outs" list, then please visit the Library. We have 

some fantastic resources, curated by Head Librarian Georgia Morris, to influence and motivate you! 

Poem of the Week 

 

This week’s poem is by Lemn Sissay.  

 

Do the day thing 

Do the night thing 

Do the play thing  

Do the right thing  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Deborah Ajayi and Bana Oubaid from Year 8, Daisy Eyres from Year 9 and Kenzie 

Gallager from Year 10 who have all been nominated as Student of the Week. The photographs here 

are of Bana and Kenzie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deborah has been nominated by the English Department as she has developed a really positive 

attitude to learning and a very good work ethic. Deborah prepares well for assessments and her hard 

work and attention to detail is really paying off. Well done, Deborah; keep up the hard work! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
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Bana has been nominated by the Science Department for her outstanding attitude and contribution 

to lessons. Although Bana joined the Academy late, it did not take her long to get used to our 

routines; for instance, she started attending homework club almost straight away so she understood 

how to complete carousel and now regularly attains 100%. Considering English is not her first 

language, Bana always ensures that she understands what she needs to do and always gives 100% to 

produce her best work. Well done Bana!  

 

Daisy has also been nominated by the Science Department for her excellent work on the 

cardiovascular system. Daisy has a really good understanding of the how the chambers of the heart 

pump blood to the lungs and around the body and could even name the blood vessels leading to and 

away from each one, the vena cava, the pulmonary artery, the pulmonary vein and the aorta. Daisy 

also managed to work out the journey of the blood through the body and heart and helped other 

students in the group who found the topic difficult. Well done and thank you Daisy! 

 

Finally, Kenzie has been nominated by the Maths Department as she has made a fantastic start to 

this term. She is a polite and hardworking member of the class who always tries her best. Kenzie, 

you are a pleasure to teach! 

 

 

 

 

Year 11, there are only 14 school weeks left, just 70 days in school, until your first GCSE exam. 

 

You are now on the final lap of your five years at Droylsden Academy and, for most of you, your 

future opportunities will depend on what happens over the next few months. There are no short 

cuts or easy routes to exam success. Those of you who commit to your studies, work hard and 

prepare thoroughly will do well; those of you who don’t will not. Take control of your future now. 

 

 
 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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Next week, the Catering Team will be serving… 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Meat 

Option 

Chilli Con Carne & 

Rice  

Sausage & 

Mash  

Roast Dinner Spaghetti 

Bolognaise 

Fish Finger Butty 

& Chips     

Vegetarian 

Option 

Quorn Spaghetti 

Bolognaise  

Mac ‘N’ Cheese Veggie Roast 

Dinner 

Cheese & Onion 

Pie and Mash 

Veggie Burger, 

Chips & Beans 

Lighter Bites 

 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato 

& Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

 
We also have a ‘Grab & Go’ Menu. The Menu for next week is:  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Mixed Pepper Pasta 

Bake 

Chicken Wrap & 

Wedges 

Cheese Whirl & 

Wedges 

Chicken Madras & 

Rice 

Sausage, Chips & 

Beans 

 

Finally, we also have a Menu for the meals we serve from the Juice Bar. The Menu for next week is:   

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Jumbo Hotdog Burger on a Bun Cheese & 

Pepperoni Panini 

A Large Slice of 

Pizza 

Chicken Strips in 

Khobez Bread 

 

Top Tips from Tina and her Team and the Children’s Nutrition Newsletter! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE CATERING TEAM 
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West Side Story 
 

Tickets are now on sale for this year’s Academy production of ‘West Side Story’! They can be 

purchased from Student Services and are priced at £5 for adults and £4 for concessions. 

Performances will take place on Wednesday 24th, Thursday 25th and Friday 26th January. 

 

The show is a guaranteed sell out, so buy your tickets now to avoid 

disappointment!    

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Family Hub Roadshow 

 

The Helping Hand Campaign is 

running a series of sessions over 

the next week to provide support, 

information and advice to 

residents being affected by the 

cost-of-living.  The sessions will 

run at the following times and 

locations: 

 

Tuesday 9 January, 10am – 12pm, East Family Hub, School Crescent, Stalybridge, SK15 1EA 

 

Friday 12 January, 10am – 12pm, South Family Hub, Old Road, Hyde, SK14 4SQ 

 

Tuesday 16 January, 1pm – 3pm, North Family Hub, Trafalgar Square, Ashton, OL7 0LL 

 

Wednesday 17 January, 10am – 12pm, West Family Hub, Greenside Lane, Droylsden, M34 7RA   

 
 
Parking in the Disabled Spaces and Access Road 
 

It is becoming increasingly difficult for parents/carers of 

disabled students to collect them from school as the 

designated area for disabled parking is being used by non-

disabled badge holders as a ‘general use’ car park. 

 

Last week, there were a couple of occasions when the disabled car park was so busy with cars 

parked in the disabled bays, and even parked and double parked on the double yellow lines, that it 

was difficult just to get in or out of the designated area, never mind park and collect students. 

 

The disabled car park is for disabled blue badge holders who are coming into the school building 

and need to park near the main entrance, or for the parents/carers of disabled students who have 

difficulties walking from the school entrance to their parent’s car.  

 

Please note that if you are a blue badge holder but you are simply collecting your child and not 

coming into the school building, then you should park and wait in the main car park too, and not 

the disabled car park, unless, of course, your child is disabled as well. 

 

If the situation does not improve, the Academy may have to take advice from the Police or request 

the support of Traffic Wardens to help those families who really need this designated area to park. 

 

Thank you        

 

https://www.tameside.gov.uk/helpinghand
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Concerns over Drug or Alcohol Misuse? 
 

 
 
Public Notice 
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Online Safety 
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There will be performances of this year’s Academy Production of West Side Story on Wednesday 

24th, Thursday 25th and Friday 26th January. 

 

Parent Teacher Evening for Parents and Carers of students in Year 8 will be held on Thursday 1st 

February. 

 

Character Awards Evening will be held on Wednesday 7th February. 

 

The Academy will break up for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 9th February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River 

Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong 

schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we 

are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside.   Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1
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Higher Level Teaching Assistant (Level 4) Literacy+ 
 

Pay Scale:  Grade F, Point 17-22 (Actual starting salary at Point 17 of £23,250.79) 

Hours:   34 hours per week, Term Time Only 

Contract:  Permanent 

Closing Date:  Monday 22nd January 2024 (12 noon) 

Interview Date: WB 22nd January 2024 

Start Date:  As soon as possible 

 

Further information about the post and details on how to apply can be found on the Mossley Hollins 

website: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOB VACANCY AT MOSSLEY HOLLINS HIGH SCHOOL 


