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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

 
The United Kingdom Mathematics Trust Challenge (UKMTC) 

 

You may remember that earlier this term, students from the Excel 

Maths classes in Years 7 and 8 took part in the Junior United Kingdom 

Mathematics Trust Challenge, a prestigious national competition 

aimed at testing the mathematical and problem-solving skills of the 

brightest mathematicians in schools across the country.  

 
Students who do well in the Challenge can achieve a Bronze, Silver or Gold Award although 

competition is tough. To achieve a Bronze Award, your score must place you in the top 20% of 

students across the country; to achieve a Silver Award, your score must place you in the top 10% and 

to achieve a Gold Award, your score must place you in the top 5%!  

 

This week, we received the results of the Challenge and are delighted to report that one of our 

students, Lois Smith, achieved a Gold Award, nine achieved a Silver Award and twenty-six achieved a 

Bronze Award! Well done to all the students who took part and, in particular, to those students 

detailed below who achieved Bronze, Silver or Gold. We are really proud of all of you!                 

 
Gold Award: Lois Smith (Y8)  

 

Silver Award: Roman Jones (Y7), David Uchechi (Y7), Treasure Egharevba (Y8), Nathan Philip (Y8), 

Camille Ann Reyes (Y8), Rosie Sawyer (Y8), Curtis Stansfield (Y8), Ruby Teeling (Y8) 

and Samuel Wilson (Y8)  

 

Bronze Award: Tia Ferris (Y7), Sophie Guan (Y7), Valentin Gueorguiev (Y7), Leighton Hall (Y7), 

Jennifer Hoang (Y7), Joshua Joel (Y7), Lucas Mekloufi (Y7), Karson Neild (Y7), 

Fletcher Quinlan (Y7), Bobby Robinson (Y7), Lewis Walker (Y7), Grace Allcock (Y8), 

Lacey Hopkins (Y8), Madhi Kareme (Y8), Matthew Laing (Y8), Grace Lawton (Y8), 

Jasmine Lockie (Y8), Lily-Mae Nicholls (Y8), Felix Oboh (Y8), Oscar Parker (Y8), Anya 

Raue-Lewis (Y8), Cate Roberts (Y8), Joshua Torskyj (Y8), Ella Whitehead (Y8), 

Yanying Wu (Y8) and Riija Yavari (Y8)     

 
 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Well done to the the Year 7 students (above) and Year 8 students (below), who achieved Silver and 

Bronze Awards, and to Lois who achieved Gold  who are photographed below. 

 

 
 
 
Bronze Award Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 
 
Congratulations to all the students who completed their Duke 

of Edinburgh Bronze Award Expedition last weekend, having 

navigated and completed two very long walks and successfully 

camped out overnight! The first walk, on Friday, was from Ryal 

Fold, near Rivington, to Bibby’s Farm Campsite at Angelzarke 

and the second walk, on Saturday, was from the campsite to 

Egerton where the students were picked up for their return to 

Droylsden. 

 
Although the students completed both walks unsupervised, 

each group did have a GPS tracker and there were manned 
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checkpoints along the way. However, the students did really well and used their orienteering and 

map reading skills expertly to complete both walks with no need to call out a search party!  

 
As you may be aware, there are 3 other elements to the Duke of Edinburgh award in addition to the 

expedition; these are volunteering, learning new skills and the physical challenge. Throughout the 

year, students will have beeen gathering evidence of how they have met these challenges too and, 

hopefully, they will all now go on to achieve their Bronze Award.    
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Photography 
 

Thank you to Makeen Acheampong for submitting this edit 

from his GCSE Photography Portfolio. The original photograph 

was taken on the GCSE group’s recent visit to Manchester. 

 
This week’s brightest Sparx! 
 
Congratulations to Jayden Siu, Hannah Pong, Hassan 

Alesmaail, Albatool Oubaid and Jai Rui Fang who were the 

brightest Sparx for last week, having attempted the most 

questions on the interactive Maths website.  

 

 

As Parents and Carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto 

at any time to practise and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete 

homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence 

clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade.  

 
Mental Health Awareness Week 2024  
 
This week, the Academy Library has been showcasing ‘Mindfulness’ activities. We hear the word 

'Mindfulness' a lot these days but what does it actually mean and how does clearing your mind or 

focussing on something else instead help?  
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Mindfulness is defined as a mental state achieved by focusing one's awareness on the present 

moment, while calmly acknowledging and accepting one’s feelings, thoughts and bodily 

sensations; is often used a therapeutic technique. 

 

So now you know! 

 

Completing mindful activities is proven to reduce anxiety and assist with stress management. 

Depending on what activity you choose, there will be other benefits too! 

 

• Colouring can improve sleep and reduce fatigue. 

• Journaling is a great way to express your emotions. It can also 

improve your problem-solving skills. 

• Jigsaws and puzzles will exercise your brain to keep it healthy 

and increase your feelings of accomplishment and satisfaction. 

• And Mrs Ormrod's personal favourite, Reading. Recent 

research has shown links between people who read fiction and 

their ability to understand someone else's beliefs and 

thoughts. It concluded that reading can help to develop your 

empathic ability! 

 

The Academy Library has a fantastic selection of non-fiction books to assist and inform students 

about specific areas of mental health as well as an extensive selection of fiction titles that shine a 

light on the topic. 

 

Mrs Ormrod and the Student Librarian Team hope to see you soon! 
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Congratulations to Millie Hurley from Year 7, Jacob Bennett from Year 8 and Zac Devlin from Year 

10 who have all been nominated as Student of the Week. 

 

Millie has been nominated by the Science Department as she always works hard in lessons and 

completes all tasks to an excellent standard. Millie embodies the Droylsden Academy core values of 

politeness, hard work and honesty in everything that she does and is a pleasure to teach. 

 

Jacob has been nominated by the English Department as he is so positive and enthusiastic in lessons; 

he is keen to give his views and opinions, always volunteers answers to questions and puts care, 

effort and thought into his written work. He can debate with fluency and detail and even challenges 

Miss Corrigan, his teacher, with new and extremely long words to pronounce and define! Similarly, 

Jacob is always polite and helpful, a real asset to the group!   

 

Zac has been nominated by the Maths Department. Although a quiet student, Zac is a popular 

member of the group and always gives 110% in lessons; his manners are impeccable and his 

perseverance is a credit to him. Zac never gives up, even when he finds topics challenging. Similarly, 

he approaches every assessment with a mature attitude and makes sure that he prepares and 

revises thoroughly. As we head into Year 11, these are qualities that Zac should be proud of and that 

will see him meet and exceed his GCSE target grade next year. Well done Zac! 

 

 

 

All the staff at the Academy would like to wish Year 11 all the very best in their GCSE examinations. 

We hope that, with continued hard work hard and thorough preparation and revision, you will have 

met and exceeded your target grades when you open your results envelope in August. 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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There will be a revision programme at the Academy during the Half Term Holiday. Further 

information on subjects, dates and times can be found below. Attendance at each session is by 

invitation only as the work being covered is targeted at particular students or groups of students. If 

you have been invited, it is really important that you attend.  

 
 

Morning Afternoon 

Monday 27th 
May   

Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 28th 
May 

  

Wednesday 
29th May 

  

Thursday 
30th May 

Maths (Mr Tiley) 10.00 to 12.00 
Maths (Ms Wood) 10.00 to 12.00 
Maths (Ms Shakoor) 10.00 to 12.00 

 

Friday 31st 
May 

Geography (Mr Jackson) 9.30 to 12.00 
Geography (Mrs Banks) 9.30 to 12.00 

 

 

The GCSE timetable for your remaining examinations is shown below:  

 

Date Session Exam 

Mon 20th May 
am English Literature Paper 2 

pm  

Tue 21st May 
am  

pm Computer Science Paper 2 

Wed 22nd May 

am Physics Paper 1 (Triple Science) 

Physics Paper 1 (Combined Science) 

pm PE Paper 1 

Chinese Writing 

Thur 23rd May 
am English Language Paper 1 

pm  

Fri 24th May 
am French Writing 

pm  

Mon 3rd June 
am Maths Paper 2 

pm PE Paper 2 

Tue 4th June 
am Spanish Listening and Reading 

pm History Paper 2 

Wed 5th June 

am Geography Paper 2 

pm Business Studies Paper 2 

Statistics Paper 1 
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Thur 6th June 
am English Language Paper 2 

pm  

Fri 7th June 

am  

pm Biology Paper 2 (Triple Science) 

Biology Paper 2 (Combined Science) 

Mon 10th June 
am Maths Paper 3 

pm Spanish Writing 

Tue 11th June 

am Chemistry Paper 2 (Triple Science) 

Chemistry Paper 2 (Combined Science) 

pm Further Maths Paper 1 

Wed 12th June 
am  

pm Polish Listening and Reading 

Fri 14th June 

am Geography Paper 3 

pm Physics Paper 2 (Triple Science) 

Physics Paper 2 (Combined Science) 

Mon 17th June 

am  

pm Statistics Paper 2 

Music 

Tue 18th June 
am Design and Technology 

pm Polish Writing 

Wed 19th June 

am Further Maths Paper 2 

Food and Nutrition 

pm  

 

 
 
 
And next week, the Catering Team will be serving… 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Meat 

Option 

Fishcake, 

Potatoes & Beans 

Burrito, Wedges 

& Salad 

Roast Dinner Sausage Plait, 

Mash & Beans 

Fillet of Fish in 

a Bun & Chips 

Vegetarian 

Option 

Veggie Pizza and 

Potatoes  

Frittata with 

Potaoes  

Veggie Roast 

Dinner 

Vegetable Tagine 

or Stuffed Pepper 

Veggie Sausage 

Chips & Peas 

Lighter Bites 

 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato 

& Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato 

& Filling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE CATERING TEAM 
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We also have a ‘Grab & Go’ Menu. The Menu for next week is:  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Chicken Madras & 

Rice 

Pasta & Meatballs Spicy Beef Tacos & 

Wedges 

Jerk Chicken & Rice Chinese Chicken & 

Rice 

 
Top tips from the Children’s Nutrition and Catering Teams 
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On the subject of Attendance…  

 

Good attendance at school is absolutely crucial if you are to achieve your potential but, 

unfortunately, post-COVID, attendance rates across the country are down. As at all schools, we are 

working hard at re-establishing and embedding all those good habits, including regular attendance 

and good punctuality, to ensure all our students succeed.  

 

Congratulations to the following Form Groups for having the highest attendance rates for their 

respective year groups over the last week. 

 

Year 7  Form Group 7S with 98.5% 

Year 8  Form Group 8R with 97.4% 

Year 9  Form Group 9N with 98.6% 

Year 10  Form Group 10E with 93.5% 

Year 11  Form Group 11D with 97.9% 

 

Well done to Form Group 9N for having the best attendance rate across the Academy! 

 
Sustainability Club 
 

Over the Summer Term, the Academy Sustainability Club will be looking at ways we can become 

more environmentally conscious, both in school and in our local community. We will be exploring 

topics such as sustainable fashion and creative recycling and will also be engaging with national 

events and initiatives too. The Club will meet every Friday, starting Friday 10th May, from 1.05pm to 

1.30pm in M26. Everyone is welcome but remember to bring along a packed lunch!   

 

One of our first initiatives will be to encourage everyone to join in with ‘Walk to School Week’, 

further details of which can be found on the poster below!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Avoiding School Avoidance! 
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The Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition to North Wales will take place on Thursday 6th, Friday 7th,  
and Saturday 8th June.   

The Academy will break up for the Whit Half Term holiday on Monday 27th May. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through the School Led Route in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher, 

Tame River Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Led training allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

The Tame River Educational Trust plays host to training and placements in very strong schools 

(Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we are 

working in partnership with other schools in Tameside.   Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact K.Oag@mossleyhollins.com 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1

