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            Newsflash 
            Edition 8: Monday 13th  January 2025  

  

Droylsden Academy is a good school 

Happy New Year to all our students and their families. We hope that 2025 will be a good year for 

everyone associated with the Academy and our wider school community. 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts - National Operatic and Dramatic Association Awards 

 

As well as the Academy being nominated for The MTI Award for 

Achievement in Musical Theatre Provision, the Expressive Arts team are delighted to announce that the 

cast and staff involved in last year’s production of West Side Story have been also nominated for 

NODA Awards in the following categories: 

 

Best Supporting Male Character in a Youth Production: Lucas Turnbull – A Rab – West Side Story. 

 

Best Supporting Female Character in a 

Youth Production :Isabella Sinclair – Anita- 

West Side Story. 

 

Best Staging of a Youth Production : West 

Side Story. 

 

Best Ensemble Performance in a Youth 

Production: Entire Cast – West Side Story. 

 

Best Leading Female Character Youth 

Production: Mia Pearce – Maria – West 

Side Story. 

 

Best Youth Production – West Side Story. 

 

 

This is another fantastic achievement and we extend to our Expressive Arts staff and all the students 

our best wishes at the Award ceremony on the 18th of January. 

IN THE NEWS 
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The Academy production of  ‘Les Misérables’ 

 

Tickets for this years’ production go on sale on Monday 13th January. If the news above was not a 

recommendation in itself then pleased be advised that tickets will sell out quickly. 
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Mustard Tree Charity Donations 

 
Mustard Tree is a charity is that helps families and individuals in the fight against 
poverty, inequality and homelessness across Greater Manchester and, here at 
Droylsden Academy, we are proud to support their work. 
 
Last term the Academy supported Mustard Tree’s Christmas Drive. We collected items ranging from 
tins of soup to selection boxes and Christmas decorations – and our students donated enough items 
to fill several cars.  The volunteers at Mustard Tree were overwhelmed by our annual donation, 
reminding us all of the importance of service within our local community.  
 
Miss Worsley has asked for a special mention to some staff and students who went above and 
beyond with their contributions of time, support and donations : Jessie Cooper, Archie Nixon, Noah 
Eastman-Clark, Ronan Parker, Holly Keenan, Amelia Khan, Tanisha Acheampong, Darcey Wray, 
Layton Sawyers, Dylan Tickle, Aysha Petrova, all of the students in 8R and Ms Keating in Finance.  
 

 
 
Thank you once again to staff and students for their generosity.  

 
To learn more about Mustard Tree please visit: https://mustardtree.org.uk/ 
 

Christmas Jumper Day 

 
On the last day of the autumn term staff and students were invited to wear a Christmas Jumper to 
get into the festive spirit and to raise money for our four chose House charities:   

 

• Oakfield – Reuben’s Retreat https://www.reubensretreat.org/,  

• Saxon – Mustard Tree https://mustardtree.org.uk/ 
• Albion – 42nd Street https://www.42ndstreet.org.uk/ 
• Victoria – George House Trust https://ght.org.uk/ 

 
We raised just shy of £200 in total and this will be split equally between the four.  
 

 
 
 
 

https://mustardtree.org.uk/
https://www.reubensretreat.org/
https://mustardtree.org.uk/
https://www.42ndstreet.org.uk/
https://ght.org.uk/
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Letters of Kindness  

 
Some of our Year 7 and Year 10 students wrote letters of kindness (Christmas cards in this instance) 
to the residents of Park View Care Home, Clayton. We hope this act of service brought a smile to 
their faces on Christmas morning.  
 

Maths – Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Before the Christmas break, a 

number of students from both the 

Academy and our Droylsden 

Primary Partnership schools took 

part in our regular Times Tables 

Rockstar Competition. Students 

from Years 4, 5, 6 and 7 competed 

in a tournament allowing them to 

compete and show off their 

prowess in multiplication and 

division.  

 

The students’ skills were very impressive with many students answering over 100 questions per 

minute! You do the Math(s)* 

 

The students from Year 7 that took part were  Noah Hodges-Blackshaw, Emma Hartley, 

Cora Winstanley, Jaxon Molloy, Kingsley Wai and Beatrice Scuturu.  

 

 

 

 

*a calculation every 0.6 seconds! 
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In History, Year 11 have moved on from Lego and now, in the spirit of Les Misérables, have taken to 

acting. 

In order to better understand the importance of the Feudal system in medieval England, students 
enacted the society structure of barons, knights , serfs and peasants themselves. Mrs Bugler, Miss 
Naylor and Ms Moss asked the students questions about land, loyalty and control in Feudal times, and 
they had some brilliant answers.  
 
There’s quite a few shy serfs and peasants in this photograph but the King, Tyrese Latham, seems very 

pleased with himself. 

 

Students in English in Year 9 have been studying poetry centred around the theme of Love and 

Relationships.  They were asked to write in the form of the Japanese haiku.   

 

 

 

 

Students were expected to include natural 
imagery in their haikus.  

These two haikus were written by Mylee Dunbar 
and Grace Allcock. 

The love fades away 
Like the night does from the sun 
In glowing sunrise 
 
 
 
 
 The stars hung above 
 Glistening in the moonlight 
 Shadows fade away. 
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Here is an extended haiku dealing with the pain of love (although 
technically not a haiku as it does not follow the 3 line 5/7/5 syllable 
structure) which has been formed out of some of the students' 
responses. 

 
In Sport and Healthy Lifestyles, newly appointed Sports Leaders attended 
a training breakfast before the Christmas break. Students undertook a 
training session, outlining aims, and were elected roles and 
responsibilities. In particular there was a focus on home; through 
leadership, the students intend to raise the profile of Sport within 

Droylsden Academy, to increase participation across all year groups and all sports. 

 
The students’ dedication to sport and their willingness to grow sport further in our school is 
commendable and one of the many reasons as to which they have been selected as our Sports 
Leaders. We are extremely proud to have these students representing the department. 

My love’s like a rose 

Flourishing til overload  

Thorns pierce my weak heart 

Her hand in my hand 

Like a rose thorn through my palm 

Her love truly stuck 

Like green fields in spring 

Most love flowers, shines glitter 

Fall comes, some wither 

Now the love is lost 

Romance is a deadly trap 

Suffocating grief 
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Just before the holidays, a group of GCSE 
Fine Art students went to experience a 
David Hockney exhibition. It is an immersive 
exhibition, hosted at the Factory 
International in Manchester, and was a 
fantastic opportunity to get to know one of 
the great popular geniuses of the Art world. 
 

 
 
 
 
Everybody found it 
inspirational to hear him 
talking about the work he 
has created throughout his 
life, whilst surrounded by 
vast state of the art 
projections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Chess Elective has run a tournament in the lead up to the holidays. . The final took place between 
Felix Oboh in Year 9 and Chung Chun Pang in Year 7 with Felix being crowned the winner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP 
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House News – How is your House doing? 
 
Before the Christmas break, the House Leaders were able to share data illustrating the performance 
of individual tutorials, as well as the overall House performance. 
 
In Year 7, 7L from Albion House have achieved an incredible 522 House Points! 
 
In Year 8, 124 House Points were awarded to 8S, also contributing  to Albion. 
 

A dead heat in Year 9, meant that 9R and 9Y  achieved 110 House Points each for Albion and Victoria 
respectively. 

 

More points were awarded to Albion, in Year 10, where 10R collected 111 House Points. 

 

Here’s how things are currently looking. These numbers have changed a lot over the last few weeks 
so there is everything to play for: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In English, Mrs Abel has nominated Camille Reyes from Year 
9.  
 
Camille consistently works extremely hard and achieves 
exceptional standards in her work. Keep it up Camille! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT 
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Also, in English, Ms Fitzpatrick wished to nominate both 
Akinfemi Bayo-Vergara and Gabriele Moraru from Year 10 - 
they planned a lesson (more like a gameshow!) reviewing all 
of the GCSE literature content so far, complete with 
interactive games and prizes. They delivered it to 10XE and it 
was stunning; so much hard work went into it. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Maths, Ms Shakoor nominated Alexis Littlewood, from Year 9, for her 
excellent work in maths.  Her bookwork is immaculate and she always 
tries her best. 
 
 
 
Mrs Isherwood nominated Ellis Wright for Science, explaining that Ellis is 
very confident in class and is always willing to contribute to class 
discussion in the lesson - he tries his best at all times. 
 
 

 

 

What is my child learning?  

 

As parents/carers should be aware, you can now access details about every 

subject taught at the Academy in our Parent Curriculum Information 

Booklet. 

 

The Parent Curriculum Information Booklet can be found on the Academy 

website at: 

 

https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/parents/parental-curriculum-booklet/ 

 

The booklet includes the following information for every subject we teach, across all year groups, 

and we hope that it will help parents and carers to support their child’s learning at home: 

1. Topics for each half-term 

2. Links to the exam board specifications  

3. Key assessment dates 

4. Details of how parents can support learning at home 

We hope that you will find this information useful. 

 REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 

https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/parents/parental-curriculum-booklet/
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We need your old uniform! 

 

Children grow so quickly that quite often the uniform 

they have grown out of is still in really good condition.  

 

Have you got any old uniform that your children have grown out of but still has some ‘wear’ left in it? 

If so, you can donate it to school and we will wash and press it so that it can be re-cycled and used 

again!  

 

In the current economic climate, many of us are grateful for a little support and it would be really 

helpful if we can offer ‘re-conditioned’ uniform, with life and learning left in it, to families who would 

appreciate it. It also supports our planet when we all live sustainably and make the most of our 

resources! 

 

Any donations can be dropped off with any of the staff at Student Services.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Online Work Experience 

 

This week is National Work Experience Week and the NHS are running FREE online work experience 

workshops outside school hours. 

 

Here are the details:  

 

 

Student Year Groups 7-9  
 

Tuesday 14th January at 4.30pm (virtual session 

hosted on MS Teams) 

 

“Quick with the facts, help the NHS be swift to 

react!” 

• A 45-minute briefing with the NHS team 

• Complete the career challenge at their own pace 

• Certification awarded on completion 

Register now! (students) 

 
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-first-step-registration-
form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email 
 
 
 
 

https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWwVB67ypm6RN57HlSQBPjYtW22vCbp5qwrCPN7FnD1n3lYMRW7lCdLW6lZ3kxW3HDlp32xJL4fW6_DJ591ynNwnW6k6T753jnfTDW5dRS6m1MX4qvW7J4pDm5JhMQnN8CMkpLF0Gf4W2S56RN5BwFkWW36nKw16zq8GcW41y0-M94lzR5W3yFyRs6Tk5NQN7_CdMWPmf-1W8DjRxj3gTK1FW3v2QHH8T07qyW86PCBG6vxgf1N8JjdHQkC3hxV-MsT05PpRmlV1VmrS8l9gsMW5XVSjd5rYdKcW7bd6hv3GrddfW4KY6bT1jTZ8QW1ZB1zv7jMvgBW83WNdL2vzvkRW4w7Bs-1MhdsMW6T3VMN3KC1ZQd8xXqs04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWwVB67ypm6RN57HlSQBPjYtW22vCbp5qwrCPN7FnD1n3lYMRW7lCdLW6lZ3kxW3HDlp32xJL4fW6_DJ591ynNwnW6k6T753jnfTDW5dRS6m1MX4qvW7J4pDm5JhMQnN8CMkpLF0Gf4W2S56RN5BwFkWW36nKw16zq8GcW41y0-M94lzR5W3yFyRs6Tk5NQN7_CdMWPmf-1W8DjRxj3gTK1FW3v2QHH8T07qyW86PCBG6vxgf1N8JjdHQkC3hxV-MsT05PpRmlV1VmrS8l9gsMW5XVSjd5rYdKcW7bd6hv3GrddfW4KY6bT1jTZ8QW1ZB1zv7jMvgBW83WNdL2vzvkRW4w7Bs-1MhdsMW6T3VMN3KC1ZQd8xXqs04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWwVB67ypm6RN57HlSQBPjYtW22vCbp5qwrCPN7FnD1-3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3mwW7CNsvp580JCTW1BPrZV1QM1R8N5H-CK8FVYyWW99sr9S21j3wpW6NMTDt2K1_t_N1S0y1RpNsY9W92lZGq5Vn1MYW6r3fBx8ZLqfcVmRQ5R842Ms0W1mltKc5ZLRHxW61pcsg6Xs4yHW1mGDwZ82WH_HW6fdSGP3NL7m5W2bC5NV8TxxYWW8KyZ038-VHLnW6gtlXT88BW6dW77GJsg3H5DvcW2cyYCD4rnl1gV1RbKr2SmPnKW2WxFP86dlv5XW2ngc-l2Dy4PNW6gChgl6L_BWjN1yjnTckN402W1Tz1BW63Gn-qW3ZPSZX5tgyt5W54hrrl5zZvwlW6gsd772zYmQzW7M4Xrv2MVS1bdrBTNb04
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-first-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-first-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email
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Student Year Groups 10 & 11 

Wednesday 15th January at 5pm (virtual session hosted on MS Teams) 

  

After a sudden bump and fall, should they visit A&E or is first aid enough for all? 

• A 45-minute briefing with the NHS team 

• Complete the career challenge at their own pace 

• Certification awarded on completion 

• Register now! (students) 

 
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-next-step-registration-
form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email  
 

Plea to return your library books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWwVB67ypm6RN57HlSQBPjYtW22vCbp5qwrCPN7FnD1n3lYMRW7lCdLW6lZ3p-W25sS8q8SZ2c9W2y2RdP1YJKv_W3QRPxl46q2vTN1FRgsX8xLMrW1KgshY4kX4S6W4F8s746GVX-9VbRWvx7l6XxTVblS-Q84qhLbN5-txF1HqCgKW7TdwKB4H3-7qW2XzQ5k98r15BW6WSSNp4TC1D7W6LZ5Zt59-X8jW73rGcd6Mm4cdVXsqFq2tSZxcW6BRqBv7n3zKPW4J8nTY1ZFV13W7n6xtB9cc1ZRW4vTZH36NVnNMVwQfFD5kcRy7VTVJGb1_w77sW4rln_l9gQ89xW7FDSTg6rP0NhW6_hD4R9dsy_hf2z33V204
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWwVB67ypm6RN57HlSQBPjYtW22vCbp5qwrCPN7FnD1-3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3kKW2Bf6WK8tQxZLW2GM1zn5kDSVVW13Vwvp51M1xZN7J3x8bm5VxbV7SlrR2wxZXrW7t5Gm89jshcNW7sSyJ91Y4VbJV6mNFJ8c9b8JW8nr11x9jL8-sW3RhNzC2QzMczW6BYSHm7LxcknW6V5nvz7l14qsW66fthM2hJ5sDW91BKPr5BC8hGVRY1tm8h3N0YW9hS-xr85m1S8W4WGGgB1JbHjdW7lqpBB51RZxJW82dq622QCk4hVfF6LZ6c1629W6DPZDM1MMNQ4VxY07v22mnV8W7W1SzV4g1qJlW7Wgvw086RM9gW4HFvrl6cQ57KW74v5jz5scwLwW850P-D5gpJ44VgYSR95rts_Kf8cc4T404
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-next-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-next-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email
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A message from our Catering Team  

 

Next week, we will be serving:  

 

 

 
And from our ‘Grab and Go’ menu: 

 
And from our Juice Bar: 
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And week commencing 20th January: 

 

 

 
 

And from our ‘Grab and Go’ menu: 

 
And from our Juice Bar: 
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Academic Year 2024 to 2025 

 

The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows:  

 

Spring Term 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 14th February and re-open on Monday 24th February. 

We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 4th of April.  

 

Summer Term 

The Academy opens for students on Tuesday 22nd April. 

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 5th May. 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 23rd May and re-open on Monday 2nd June. 

We close for the Summer Holiday on Friday 18th July.   

 
 

• Production rehearsals for Les Misérables continue for the next two weeks 

 

• Year 10 Parent/Carer evening has been rescheduled for Thursday 16th January 

 

• On Wednesday 22nd January there is a visit to Manchester Metropolitan University - 

campus tour and Higher Education workshops 

 

• Performances of Les Misérables  take place week commencing 27th January 

 

• There are Food and Nutrition practical examinations for Year 11 week commencing 

27th January 

 

• On the 4th of February, there is Post-16 Explore Day for Years 8 to 10, hosted by 

Clarendon Sixth Form and Tameside College 

 

• There is a Parent/Carer evening for Year 8 on Thursday 6th February 

 

• There is a Character Award evening on the 12th February. 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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