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Academy Edition 8: Monday 13™ January 2025

Droylsden Academy is a good school

Happy New Year to all our students and their families. We hope that 2025 will be a good year for

everyone associated with the Academy and our wider school community.

IN THE NEWS

Expressive Arts - National Operatic and Dramatic Association Awards

As well as the Academy being nominated for The MTI Award for

Achievement in Musical Theatre Provision, the Expressive Arts team are delighted to announce that the
cast and staff involved in last year’s production of West Side Story have been also nominated for
NODA Awards in the following categories:

Best Supporting Male Character in a Youth Production: Lucas Turnbull — A Rab — West Side Story.

Best Supporting Female Character in a
Youth Production :lsabella Sinclair — Anita-
West Side Story.

Best Staging of a Youth Production : West
Side Story.

Best Ensemble Performance in a Youth
Production: Entire Cast — West Side Story.

Best Leading Female Character Youth
Production: Mia Pearce — Maria — West
Side Story.

Best Youth Production — West Side Story.

This is another fantastic achievement and we extend to our Expressive Arts staff and all the students
our best wishes at the Award ceremony on the 18™ of January.
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The Academy production of ‘Les Misérables’

Tickets for this years’ production go on sale on Monday 13" January. If the news above was not a
recommendation in itself then pleased be advised that tickets will sell out quickly.

DROYLSDEN ACADEMY
PRESENTS

=

SCHOOL EDITION

281H, 291 & 31st JANUARY, 2025

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE
ADULTS £5
CHILDREN £4

PERFORMED ENTIRELY BY STUDENTS ; :
A MUSICAL BY ALAIN BOUBLIL AND CLAUDE-MICHEL SCHONBERG ADAPTED BY TREVOR NUNN AND JOHN CAIRD
ORIGINAL ORCHESTRATIONS BY JOHN CAMERON

BASED ON THE NOVEL BY VICTOR HUGO
MUSIC BY CLAUDE-MICHEL SCHONBERG NEW ORCHESTRATIONS BY CHRISTOPHER JAHNKE
STEPHEN METCALFE AND STEPHEN BROOKER

LYRICS BY HERBERT KRETZMER
ORIGINAL FRENCH TEXT BY ALAIN BOUBLIL AND JEAN-MARC NATEL ORIGINALLY PRODUCED BY CAMERON MACKIN
SCHOOL EDITION SPECIALLY ADAPTED AND LICENSED BY

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL BY JAMES FENTON
MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL AND CAMERON MACKINTOSH (OVERSEAS)
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Mustard Tree Charity Donations

Mustard Tree is a charity is that helps families and individuals in the fight against
poverty, inequality and homelessness across Greater Manchester and, here at
Droylsden Academy, we are proud to support their work.

Last term the Academy supported Mustard Tree’s Christmas Drive. We collected items ranging from
tins of soup to selection boxes and Christmas decorations — and our students donated enough items
to fill several cars. The volunteers at Mustard Tree were overwhelmed by our annual donation,
reminding us all of the importance of service within our local community.

Miss Worsley has asked for a special mention to some staff and students who went above and
beyond with their contributions of time, support and donations : Jessie Cooper, Archie Nixon, Noah
Eastman-Clark, Ronan Parker, Holly Keenan, Amelia Khan, Tanisha Acheampong, Darcey Wray,
Layton Sawyers, Dylan Tickle, Aysha Petrova, all of the students in 8R and Ms Keating in Finance.

Thank you once again to staff and students for their generosity.

To learn more about Mustard Tree please visit: https://mustardtree.org.uk/

Christmas Jumper Day

On the last day of the autumn term staff and students were invited to wear a Christmas Jumper to
get into the festive spirit and to raise money for our four chose House charities:

Oakfield — Reuben’s Retreat_https://www.reubensretreat.org/,
Saxon — Mustard Tree_https://mustardtree.org.uk/

Albion — 42" Street https://www.42ndstreet.org.uk/

Victoria — George House Trust https://ght.org.uk/

We raised just shy of £200 in total and this will be split equally between the four.

42 STREET
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Letters of Kindness

Some of our Year 7 and Year 10 students wrote letters of kindness (Christmas cards in this instance)
to the residents of Park View Care Home, Clayton. We hope this act of service brought a smile to
their faces on Christmas morning.

Maths — Times Tables Rockstars

Before the Christmas break, a
number of students from both the
Academy and our Droylsden
Primary Partnership schools took
part in our regular Times Tables
Rockstar Competition. Students
from Years 4, 5, 6 and 7 competed
in a tournament allowing them to
compete and show off their
prowess in multiplication and

division.

The students’ skills were very impressive with many students answering over 100 questions per
minute! You do the Math(s)*

The students from Year 7 that took part were Noah Hodges-Blackshaw, Emma Hartley,
Cora Winstanley, Jaxon Molloy, Kingsley Wai and Beatrice Scuturu.

*a calculation every 0.6 seconds!
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In History, Year 11 have moved on from Lego and now, in the spirit of Les Misérables, have taken to
acting.

In order to better understand the importance of the Feudal system in medieval England, students
enacted the society structure of barons, knights, serfs and peasants themselves. Mrs Bugler, Miss
Naylor and Ms Moss asked the students questions about land, loyalty and control in Feudal times, and
they had some brilliant answers.

There’s quite a few shy serfs and peasants in this photograph but the King, Tyrese Latham, seems very

pleased with himself.

Students in English in Year 9 have been studying poetry centred around the theme of Love and
Relationships. They were asked to write in the form of the Japanese haiku.

The love fades away
Like the night does from the sun
In glowing sunrise

Students were expected to include natural
imagery in their haikus.

The stars hung above
Glistening in the moonlight
Shadows fade away.

These two haikus were written by Mylee Dunbar
and Grace Allcock.
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My love’s like a rose

Flourishing til overload

Thorns pierce my weak heart

Her hand in my hand

Like a rose thorn through my palm
Her love truly stuck

Like green fields in spring

Most love flowers, shines glitter
Fall comes, some wither

Now the love is lost

Romance is a deadly trap

Suffocating grief

Here is an extended haiku dealing with the pain of love (although
technically not a haiku as it does not follow the 3 line 5/7/5 syllable
structure) which has been formed out of some of the students'
responses.
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In Sport and Healthy Lifestyles, newly appointed Sports Leaders attended
a training breakfast before the Christmas break. Students undertook a
training session, outlining aims, and were elected roles and
responsibilities. In particular there was a focus on home; through
leadership, the students intend to raise the profile of Sport within

Droylsden Academy, to increase participation across all year groups and all sports.
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The students’ dedication to sport and their willingness to grow sport further in our school is
commendable and one of the many reasons as to which they have been selected as our Sports
Leaders. We are extremely proud to have these students representing the department.
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Just before the holidays, a group of GCSE :
Fine Art students went to experience a e | L LY e LA =

David Hockney exhibition. It is an immersive £ / AR N8 _ it [=ia)
exhibition, hosted at the Factory 2 ' ;
International in Manchester, and was a

fantastic opportunity to get to know one of

the great popular geniuses of the Art world.

Everybody found it
inspirational to hear him

" talking about the work he
has created throughout his
life, whilst surrounded by
vast state of the art
projections.

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP

The Chess Elective has run a tournament in the lead up to the holidays. . The final took place between
Felix Oboh in Year 9 and Chung Chun Pang in Year 7 with Felix being crowned the winner.
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House News — How is your House doing?

Before the Christmas break, the House Leaders were able to share data illustrating the performance
of individual tutorials, as well as the overall House performance.

In Year 7, 7L from Albion House have achieved an incredible 522 House Points!

In Year 8, 124 House Points were awarded to 8S, also contributing to Albion.

A dead heat in Year 9, meant that 9R and 9Y achieved 110 House Points each for Albion and Victoria
respectively.

More points were awarded to Albion, in Year 10, where 10R collected 111 House Points.

Here’s how things are currently looking. These numbers have changed a lot over the last few weeks
so there is everything to play for:

STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT

In English, Mrs Abel has nominated Camille Reyes from Year
9.

Camille consistently works extremely hard and achieves
exceptional standards in her work. Keep it up Camille!
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' Also, in English, Ms Fitzpatrick wished to nominate both
Akinfemi Bayo-Vergara and Gabriele Moraru from Year 10 -
they planned a lesson (more like a gameshow!) reviewing all
of the GCSE literature content so far, complete with
interactive games and prizes. They delivered it to 10XE and it
was stunning; so much hard work went into it.

In Maths, Ms Shakoor nominated Alexis Littlewood, from Year 9, for her
excellent work in maths. Her bookwork is immaculate and she always
tries her best.

Mrs Isherwood nominated Ellis Wright for Science, explaining that Ellis is
very confident in class and is always willing to contribute to class
discussion in the lesson - he tries his best at all times.

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES

What is my child learning?

SUCCESSKNOWL EDU
J.EARN“ TEAE(H

As parents/carers should be aware, you can now access details about every "’”"‘“ s,
subject taught at the Academy in our Parent Curriculum Information
Booklet.

The Parent Curriculum Information Booklet can be found on the Academy
website at:

https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/parents/parental-curriculum-booklet/

The booklet includes the following information for every subject we teach, across all year groups,
and we hope that it will help parents and carers to support their child’s learning at home:

Topics for each half-term
Links to the exam board specifications
Key assessment dates

Details of how parents can support learning at home C URRI8UE-UM

We hope that you will find this information useful. ~ S&@&—fF— =7
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We need your old uniform!

Children grow so quickly that quite often the uniform
they have grown out of is still in really good condition.

Have you got any old uniform that your children have grown out of but still has some ‘wear’ left in it?
If so, you can donate it to school and we will wash and press it so that it can be re-cycled and used
again!

In the current economic climate, many of us are grateful for a little support and it would be really
helpful if we can offer ‘re-conditioned’ uniform, with life and learning left in it, to families who would
appreciate it. It also supports our planet when we all live sustainably and make the most of our
resources!

Any donations can be dropped off with any of the staff at Student Services.

Thank you.

Online Work Experience

This week is National Work Experience Week and the NHS are running FREE online work experience
workshops outside school hours.

Here are the details:

Student Year Groups 7-9

dgcete | 2GS

Tuesday 14" January at 4.30pm (virtual session , 1 3
hosted on MS Teams) Join our NHS live online career challenges

Gain FREE virtual work experience

“Quick with the facts, help the NHS be swift to
react!”
e A 45-minute briefing with the NHS team
e Complete the career challenge at their own pace
e Certification awarded on completion

Register now! (students)

https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-first-step-registration-
form/?utm medium=email& hsmi=339404058&utm content=339404058&utm source=hs email
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https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWwVB67ypm6RN57HlSQBPjYtW22vCbp5qwrCPN7FnD1n3lYMRW7lCdLW6lZ3kxW3HDlp32xJL4fW6_DJ591ynNwnW6k6T753jnfTDW5dRS6m1MX4qvW7J4pDm5JhMQnN8CMkpLF0Gf4W2S56RN5BwFkWW36nKw16zq8GcW41y0-M94lzR5W3yFyRs6Tk5NQN7_CdMWPmf-1W8DjRxj3gTK1FW3v2QHH8T07qyW86PCBG6vxgf1N8JjdHQkC3hxV-MsT05PpRmlV1VmrS8l9gsMW5XVSjd5rYdKcW7bd6hv3GrddfW4KY6bT1jTZ8QW1ZB1zv7jMvgBW83WNdL2vzvkRW4w7Bs-1MhdsMW6T3VMN3KC1ZQd8xXqs04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWwVB67ypm6RN57HlSQBPjYtW22vCbp5qwrCPN7FnD1n3lYMRW7lCdLW6lZ3kxW3HDlp32xJL4fW6_DJ591ynNwnW6k6T753jnfTDW5dRS6m1MX4qvW7J4pDm5JhMQnN8CMkpLF0Gf4W2S56RN5BwFkWW36nKw16zq8GcW41y0-M94lzR5W3yFyRs6Tk5NQN7_CdMWPmf-1W8DjRxj3gTK1FW3v2QHH8T07qyW86PCBG6vxgf1N8JjdHQkC3hxV-MsT05PpRmlV1VmrS8l9gsMW5XVSjd5rYdKcW7bd6hv3GrddfW4KY6bT1jTZ8QW1ZB1zv7jMvgBW83WNdL2vzvkRW4w7Bs-1MhdsMW6T3VMN3KC1ZQd8xXqs04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VWwVB67ypm6RN57HlSQBPjYtW22vCbp5qwrCPN7FnD1-3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3mwW7CNsvp580JCTW1BPrZV1QM1R8N5H-CK8FVYyWW99sr9S21j3wpW6NMTDt2K1_t_N1S0y1RpNsY9W92lZGq5Vn1MYW6r3fBx8ZLqfcVmRQ5R842Ms0W1mltKc5ZLRHxW61pcsg6Xs4yHW1mGDwZ82WH_HW6fdSGP3NL7m5W2bC5NV8TxxYWW8KyZ038-VHLnW6gtlXT88BW6dW77GJsg3H5DvcW2cyYCD4rnl1gV1RbKr2SmPnKW2WxFP86dlv5XW2ngc-l2Dy4PNW6gChgl6L_BWjN1yjnTckN402W1Tz1BW63Gn-qW3ZPSZX5tgyt5W54hrrl5zZvwlW6gsd772zYmQzW7M4Xrv2MVS1bdrBTNb04
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-first-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-first-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email

Student Year Groups 10 & 11
Wednesday 15" January at 5pm (virtual session hosted on MS Teams)

After a sudden bump and fall, should they visit A&E or is first aid enough for all?
e A 45-minute briefing with the NHS team
e Complete the career challenge at their own pace
o Certification awarded on completion
e Register now! (students)

https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-next-step-registration-
form/?utm medium=email& hsmi=339404058&utm content=339404058&utm source=hs email

Plea to return your library books
TAMESIDE LIBRARIES
Big Friendly Book
Return  orwinor

missing books & get a
fresh start!

When?
January 2 - February 28

How it works

0161842 4000
INFORMATION.DIRECT@TAMESIDE.GOV.UK 166:{(
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https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-next-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email
https://digdata.online/nhs-career-challenge-next-step-registration-form/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=339404058&utm_content=339404058&utm_source=hs_email

A message from our Catering Team

Next week, we will be serving:

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Sausage Plait

Meat and Potato . Roast Dinner with Mash and

Chilli with Rice Pie with Trimmings Beans
Frittata with “Yeggie Roast

Potatoes and weg Chilli with  Dinner with Cauliflower
Sweetcorn Rice Trimmings Curry with Rice

Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato

Jurmbo Fish
Fingers, Chips
and Peas

Weddie Sausage,
Chips and Beans

Jacket potato

and filling and filling and filling and filling and filling
And from our ‘Grab and Go’ menu:
Monday Tuesday wWednesday Thursday Friday
Chinese Chicken Spicy Beef Tacos  Jerk Chicken Sausage, Chips
Chilli and Rice with Rice and Wedges with Rice and Beans
And from our Juice Bar:
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Chicken Burger Jumhbo Cheese and Beef Burgerin a
inaBun Sausage Roll Pizza slice Peperoni Panini Bun
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And week commencing 20" January:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Tex Mex
Cottage Pieand  Chicken Curry Roast Dinner heathalls
Feas with Rice with Trimmings served with Rice  Fish and Chips
Wegetarian
Sausage with Omelette
Chickpea Curry  Potatoes and “Yeggie Roast Potatoes and Cheese Whirl,
and Rice “egetahbles with Trimmings Sweetcorn Chips and Beans |
Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato
and filling and filling and filling and filling and filling

And from our ‘Grab and Go’ menu:

hMonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Chinese Chicken Spicy Beef Naan  Sausage Chips
with Rice PastaBolognaise Chicken Wrap Kehab and Beans
And from our Juice Bar:
Monday Tuesday Woednesday Thursday Friday
Cheese and Beef Burgerin a
Jumhbo Hotdog Pizza slice Chicken Burger Peperoni Panini Bun

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

* 10iTop Tnps For Parents and Educators ¥

Currently, children are growing up in an immediate and throwaway culture when it comes to content that's consumed
online. So much material is now deliberately created to be shorter in nature — and may often contain hidden elements such
as advertising, or extreme political and cultural views. With complex algorithms built to keep people on their phones and
engaging with social media content, it's becoming increasingly difficult to reduce time spent on these platforms.

, REDUCE
DOOMSCROLLING

It's concerningly common for young people to spend
hours ‘doomscrolling”: trawling through social media
and aimlessly viewing every post they see, many of
which might make them feel sad or anxious. Social
media can be useful for keeping in touch with friends and
family, as well as staying up to date on current events.
However, it's important to use it with a clear purpose,
instead of endlessly scrolling through content, which
could lead to young people accidentally discovering
harmful material.

A

TALK ABOUT
THE CONTENT

It’s important to keep appraised of the kind of content
that a young person is being exposed to. Discussing what
they're watching online can help you understand why
they’re using social media in the first place. Furthermore,
ensure that children are aware of hidden content, such
as advertising of a product - and that they know how to
spotthat the creator is being paid to talk about it.

n.»

FIND POSITIVE
ASPECTS

Despite all the concerns, there's plenty of wholesome
content on social media. It's worth spending time with
children to help them find something suitable and
enjoyable. Perhaps you'll even discover a joint interest,
and you can enjoy the content alongside the child. As
part of this, you should also point out why certain things
shouldn't be given attention, explaining why it isn't
suitable and why it's been created in the first place.

2

3

L]
4 REDUCE SCREENTIME '@
a

Young people can sometimes be unaware of the

exact amount of time they spend looking at social
media. Smart phones don‘t just have the capacity to
monitor screentime; they also record how much time is
spent on each app. Consider setting targets to reduce
this and support children to meet these goals, gradually
reducing the amount of time spent on different apps.

2 N T
S FILL THE VOID

Monitoring and reducing screentime can create

a lot of free time to fill, and young people can even

face withdrawal symptoms when made to step away
from their phones. To mitigate this, consider what offline
activities you could introduce the child to, and what they
would enjoy. This can ensure that young users will
permanently cut down on their scree! e, rather than
temporarily doing so while they know it’s being
monitored

Meet Our Expert

John Insley is a senior leader in a Birmingham secondary school and has
vast experience in leading schools over the past 15 years - including the
development of computing curriculums across primary and secondary
schools, writing e-safety policies and supporting schools with

computing and e-safety advice.

SISt ungm’de pagelat:https://nationalcolieg ;()rvv/g;w(i

X @wake_up_weds

n /wuw.thenationalcollege

top-tips-for-safety-on-soc

al-media
]

@wake.up.wednesday

6 REDUCE NOTIFICATIONS (T

One way in which social media platforms keep people
coming back is through notifications. The algorithms
behind these apps track people’s daily habits, including
the times of the day where they're most likely to engage
with the platform. This data is then used to deliver
specifically timed notifications to draw them back in. To
avoid young users being exposed to this tactic, simply
turn off notifications for the app in their phone’s settings.

LINE IN THE
REAL WORLD

Overexposure to social media can distort someone’s
perception of the real world - from body norms

to social conventions. This filtered environment can
make it hard for young people to distinguish reality
from online content, which is now becoming even more
difficult with the rise of Al. To mitigate this concern, take
time to teach young people how to discern truth from
fiction, both on and off social media.

©
8 DIGITAL DETOX

Encouraging young people to take a ‘digital

detox’, from even just a couple of the apps that they

use, can result in an overall reduction of screentime and
less exposure to potentially harmful content.
Alternatively, rather than avoiding the app entirely,
encourage children to take a ‘digital detox’ from content
creators and influencers, and instead, keep in touch with
friends and family — which is generally a far healthier use

of these platforms.
| L & &
LR

5 MODEL GOOD
BEHAVIOUR
Consider the habits that you're demonstrating to your
children. How much time do you spend on your phone?

How much do you ‘doomscroll’? Comparing your own
usage with the child’s could put things into perspective
for them - or if it turns out that you're also overusing
social media, it can turn screentime reduction into a joint
mission, which you and the child can work on together.

i

BE CLEAR ON
THE “WHY”

Research shows that young people can become
addicted to social media. There are many schools
that are moving towards being ‘phone free’ due to the
negative impacts of using social media and phones
continuously. It's important to explain to young people
why managing screentime is important. Set out the
benefits and ensure they have all the relevant
information, so it's not just seen as a punishment.

10

National
College’

¢} @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 18.12.2024
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Academic Year 2024 to 2025
The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows:

Spring Term
We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 14" February and re-open on Monday 24" February.
We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 4" of April.

Summer Term

The Academy opens for students on Tuesday 22" April.

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 5" May.

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 23" May and re-open on Monday 2" June.
We close for the Summer Holiday on Friday 18™ July.

Production rehearsals for Les Misérables continue for the next two weeks

e Year 10 Parent/Carer evening has been rescheduled for Thursday 16th January

e On Wednesday 22nd January there is a visit to Manchester Metropolitan University -
campus tour and Higher Education workshops

o Performances of Les Misérables take place week commencing 27th January

e There are Food and Nutrition practical examinations for Year 11 week commencing
27th January

e On the 4th of February, there is Post-16 Explore Day for Years 8 to 10, hosted by
Clarendon Sixth Form and Tameside College

e There is a Parent/Carer evening for Year 8 on Thursday 6th February

e Thereis a Character Award evening on the 12th February.

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work



EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING?

TEACHING & CURRICULUM . ‘./Iearn!ng

INSTITUTE

o
TAMERIVER (@ everyone

If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute
through the School Led Route in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher,
Tame River Teaching and Curriculum Institute.

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE
with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.

School Led training allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial
Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and
focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.

The Tame River Educational Trust plays host to training and placements in very strong schools
(Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we are
working in partnership with other schools in Tameside. Bursaries are available!

For further information please contact K.Oag@mossleyhollins.com
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options
Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work



