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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts – Battle of the Bands: Regional Heats. 

 

After winning regional and national awards for our school productions, Expressive Arts students 

continue to build on these recent successes and, for the second year running, one of our student bands 

has won the authority wide ‘Battle of the Bands’. 

 

Ricochet were staggeringly good, performing 

their own take on Rhianna’s ‘Shut Up and Drive’ 

and bravely (and successfully) taking on the 

challenge of The Cranberries song, ‘Zombie’. 

Unlike the other competitors, Ricochet also 

offered an original song of their own. 

 

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST TWO WEEKS 
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The band comprises Harrison Lear on guitar, Dexter Adams on bass guitar,  Anna Nwanze on vocals, 

and Daisy Phethean on drums. Dexter is a Year 9 student and the other band members are from Year 

11. 

 

As the winners for Tameside, they now compete against all the other authorities across Greater 

Manchester at the finals, which are being held at Band on the Wall in Manchester on Sunday 9th 

March – more details and tickets can be found here. Credit is due to Mr Acton who has supported 

the band through the whole process. 

 

Continuing with Expressive Arts, and on the heels of our recent National Operatic and Dramatic 

Association Award for West Side Story, we were visited by Andy Milthorpe who is the NODA 

representative for the north-west. Mr Milthorpe came to see Les Misérables and this is what he had 

to say: 

 
On Tuesday, January 28th, I had the pleasure of visiting 
Droylsden Academy to watch their production of Les 
Misérables. For those unfamiliar, this musical is set in 
19th-century France. It closely follows the life of Jean 
Valjean, an ex-convict seeking redemption. He takes 
care of Cosette, travels across France, and faces the 
tumult of the French Revolution. Throughout this 
musical, we are exposed to themes of social and 
political struggle, love, passion, and courage. 
 
 
After a warm and friendly welcome from the staff at 
Droylsden Academy, we took our seats centrally in the auditorium, offering an excellent view of the 
already exposed set. The set comprised of a raised platform and various moveable flats, brilliantly 
pre-lit to heighten the dramatic impact of the design. Despite not being a conventional theatre space, 
the performing arts department did a fantastic job utilising the area for a performance setting. 
 

https://bandonthewall.org/events/gm-hub-battle-of-the-bands-2025/
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The production opened with powerful energy from every 
performer on stage. Entrances were slick and meaningful, 
enveloping the dramatic tension from the very moment 
they appeared. Each performer gave 100%, and it was 
lovely to see that although this production doesn’t 
feature much dance choreography, coordinating a 
significant number of performers to move in various 
directions and formations, with entrances and exits, likely 
required a lot of resilience and patience. The performers 
demonstrated just that with excellent stagecraft 
throughout the production, demonstrating excellent 
performance discipline. This musical in particular requires 
a mass of ensemble performers to make it work, and I 
must say that every single performer in the ensemble 
gave a focused and powerful performance. 

 
The set designs constructed by the pupils were brilliant and aligned 
with the musical's intent. The platform's used added interest in the 
change of levels and proxemics between characters and 
performers. It was heartening to see pupils taking active roles off 
stage, recognising that these roles are also integral to a successful 
production. 
 
Several performers deserve a mention here. Isaac Short, playing 
Javert, gave a powerful performance with conviction, consistently 
characterised by a powerful stance and body language in fitting 
with the role. Both Mia Pearce, playing Fantine, and Izzy Sinclair, 
playing Éponine, gave convincing and emotive performances, 
taking the audience on an emotional journey with great interaction 
with other characters. Madame Thenardier, played by Leyla Francis 
gave an impressionable performance with lovely stage presence 
and facial expression. Evie Quinlan, playing Jean Valjean, portrayed 
an impressive character, engaging the audience as a repentant, 
honourable, and dignified man. Evie’s vocals complemented the 
artistic intention beautifully. 
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The lighting design throughout the production was good. A particular favourite was the underlighting 
used in the barricade section, excellently lighting the set from a different angle and further 
highlighting the performers' facial expressions. 
 
Overall, it was an impressive performance of Les Misérables, with powerful energy and conviction 
from all involved. It was lovely to see so many pupils engaged in performing arts at this school and, 
most importantly, enjoying it. It was a delight to visit the school and the performing arts department. 
Thank you once again for your hospitality, and I look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
If you missed Les Misérables, or you’d like to see it again, we are selling copies of the 

performance.  Please complete this form and a payment of £5 will go onto your child’s My Child At 

School account. Payment must be made before Friday 7th March. 

Year 11 English Revision Sessions 
 

There was a fantastic turn out at the Year 11 English Revision 

Twilight before the half-term break. Students enthusiastically 

got involved with some extra revision before their English 

Literature PPE. Well done to all Year 11 students who took 

part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoxExFOfZCJ5ZtLIolS1luRdZcgHtMSeZGbwwvfIS17YTt3A/viewform?usp=header
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National Apprenticeship Week 

It was National Apprenticeship Week before 
the half-term break. This year we invited 
Droylsden Academy Alumni who had 
embarked on the apprenticeship routeway 
after finishing school. 

 

Students from all years were able to talk to our Alumni who 
shared their career journeys, the object of which was to 
enlighten and inform students of alternative pathways to 
Level 3 and degree level qualifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are grateful to Charlie Morris (who left last summer), 
Eryn Rowan (who left in 2020), Kaya Law (who left in 2018) 
and Hollieann Walker (who left in 2014) as well as 
apprentices from Baker Hicks  engineering and design and 
Ramboll architecture and consultancy. 

 

Geography Fieldwork 

Our Year 7 Geography students have been carrying out fieldwork 
investigations in their recent lessons.  

During their investigations, students were 
taken outside of school to carry out data 
collection on Manor Road and surrounding 
locations. The students were asked to 
investigate the quality of the environment, 
and the traffic volume and type on the 
roads.  
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The students will use the data to draw conclusions regarding sustainability and 
how safe the students might be in these locations.  

As you can see from the photographs,  they were very focused during the data 
collection process, which will help to make their conclusions more reliable.  

 
The students will also evaluate the fieldwork. We encourage parents and carers 
of Year 7 students to have conversations at home about the work undertaken 
and their conclusions, especially as this will help students when they present 
their findings in class. 
 
 

 
Life Skills – OUT|LOUD 

Droylsden Academy recently hosted ‘OUT|LOUD’. A  theatre group 

delivered an engaging and educational performance and workshop. 

This initiative, funded by Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council’s 

Community Safety Partnership, is specially designed for Key Stage 3 

students and is part of our commitment to ensuring that our 

students acquire essential Life Skills and continue to develop into 

compassionate and well-rounded young people. OUT|LOUD is a play 

that explored the real-life experiences of young people dealing with 

issues like bullying, discrimination, and inclusivity. 

The facilitators were extremely complimentary of our students and 

the standards within school - asking how we manage to get the 

students this way! They said that the Academy is the best school 

they visit.  

Food and Nutrition – GCSE exams. 
 
Mr Meroli treated Year 11 GCSE Food and Nutrition Students this week for working so hard on 
their exams! 
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Poem of the Fortnight 
 
Students in year 9, as part of their study of Love and Relationships poetry, submitted their own 
poetry for homework using nature imagery to express ideas about someone they love or 
admire.  This is one student's poem; the student wishes to remain anonymous.   
 
My mother is a willow tree, 
elegance laced upon the offshoots,  
rooted, emotions breaking free, 
vulnerabity is what she executes. 
 
Her sheltering arms reach out, 
a gentle warmth, captivating hearts, 
her kindness causes rebirth to sprout, 
her seasonal beauty is art. 
 
 
 
 
Boys’ Football 
 
We are pleased to announce that our Year 8 Boys football team have progressed to the Tameside 
Cup Final, after an 8-6 win against Great Academy Ashton.  
 
The team found themselves losing 2-0 after only ten minutes but managed to turn the game around 
and led 5-2 by half time. The second half was closely contested but Droylsden were resolute in their 
defence and ran out eventual winners.  
 
The team put in a magnificent performance and their progression in this cup campaign is testament 
to their hard work and collective team spirit. The boys were, rightly, very happy with this win but will 
be focusing on trying to go one better and hopefully bring some silverware back to school. 

 
The final will be played at a neutral venue with our opponents yet to be confirmed. We will 
announce the details of the fixture once they are confirmed. 

 

 

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP 
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Squad list: Kelly Aghahowa, Kyle Francis, Travis Arrand, Miller Shaw, Bobby Robinson, Leo 
Robert’s, Logan Gilder, Ollie McGrath, Ollie Collins, Owen Boardman, Archie Wilson, Tre’Sean 
Hamilton, Lucas Mekloufi, Joshua Joel and Karson Nield. 
 
It has been a very busy sporting period for the Academy which culminated with Year 9 boys taking 
part in a league fixture against Alder Community High School this week.  

 
This game offered a chance to reward some 
students who have continually demonstrated 
dedication to attending the Football Elective.  
 
Despite being on the wrong end of the result, 
the boys were excellent and it was fantastic to 
see so many new faces representing Droylsden 
Academy in Sport! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Einstein’s Elective 

Students recently learned about the science behind sycamore seeds falling 

from a tree. 

When the helicopter shaped seed falls, the air pushes upwards against it and 

the ‘wings’ are pushed in opposite directions, which makes the seed spin. As 

they spin, the air particles have to pass over the wing shape and this  

generates an up thrust force, just like an  aircraft’s wings. 
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These Year 9 students were rewarded for being ‘Zero Heroes’ and met with Mr Mayell for lunch. A 
‘Zero Hero’ has a perfect school record – no late marks, no absences, no negative behaviour points – 
a real accomplishment. The students who were invited were: Felix Oboh, Camille Ann Reyes, Ella 
Whitehead, Holly Taylor, Jayla-Leigh Young, Kara Lea, Treasure Egharevba and David Zhen. 

 
 
 
 

 
In Maths, Mrs Lloyd has nominated Year 11’s Karina Turner: 

 
Karina is working really hard towards her GCSE Maths by completing lots of practice papers and 
independent learning at home. Mrs Lloyd is confident that Karina's hard work will pay off in her PPE 
results and in her GCSE results this summer. Karina is always willing to contribute in class and assist 
her peers when required. Karina is a pleasure to teach and embodies the Droylsden Academy values 
of politeness, honesty and hard work. 
 
In English, Ms Stead has nominated Amelia Tiffany from Year 8: 

 

Amelia works hard in every single lesson and arrives with a positive and resilient attitude. She has 
shown a great interest in our current unit on 'Romeo and Juliet' and has been asking some interesting 
and thought-provoking questions. Keep it up! 
 
 
 

STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT 

 

REWARD LUNCHES – IN RECOGNITION OF UPHOLDING OUR ACADEMY VALUES 
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Also, in English, Mrs Jackson has nominated a Year 7 

student, Darragh Eyres: 

Darragh has shown real fortitude and resilience in English 
since the autumn term. He displays all the attributes of 
politeness, hard work and honesty and I am sure he will 
continue to give the best of himself in the future.  Well done, 
Darragh!  

 

 
In Science, Mr Evan has nominated Year 10’s  Taali Allikmaa: 
 
 
 
Taali has been working so hard to learn quantitative chemistry, asking for 
help when she needs it and spending a lot of time revising. It has certainly 
paid off and she achieved a very well-deserved grade 9 in her recent 
assessment.  
 
 
Also, in Science, Ms Patel has nominated Cori Elliott and Joshua Boott, 
both from Year 11: 

 
 

 
 
 
Josh's hard work and efforts in his preparation for his 
PPEs have paid off, with his successfully achieving his 
target grade in Biology and beating his target in 
Chemistry. Keep it up Josh! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cori has worked very hard in the preparation for her PPEs and 
achieved her target grade in Biology and got 2 grades above her 
target in Chemistry. Keep up the brilliant work Cori! 
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Humanities  teachers have also been nominating students. 

Leyland Jones from Year 7 has been chosen for Geography 

by Miss Davison for showing great enthusiasm in Geography 

and making great progress in lessons. 

 

 

 

 
In History and Religious 
Studies, Mrs Bugler has 
nominated Year 10’s Millie 
Hinds for always working so 
hard in lessons and producing brilliant answers every time. Very well done! 
 
 
 
And Mrs Frost has nominated Millie Smith from Year 8, also for 
Religious Studies for competing fantastic homework every time it is 
handed in and for showing amazing dedication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Ramadan 

 

 

Are you observing Ramadan this year? 

 

If you are, Miss Worsley is opening M17 every day at lunch time. 
 

We are aware lunch time can be difficult when you are fasting and 
as a result this space can be a place where you can come to pray, 
have a moment of calm or get creative and make/write 
Ramadan/Eid cards for friends and family.  
 

 

 

 

 REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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A message from our Catering Team  

 

This week, we will be serving: 

 

 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

 

And week commencing 10th March: 

 

And from our ‘Grab and Go’ menu: 

And from our Juice Bar: 
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Academic Year 2024 to 2025 

 

The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows:  

 

Spring Term. 

We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 4th of April.  

 

Summer Term 

The Academy opens for students on Tuesday 22nd April. 

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 5th May. 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 23rd May and re-open on Monday 2nd June. 

We close for the Summer Holiday on Friday 18th July.   

 

The Academy closes for the half-term break on Friday 14th February and open again on Monday 24th 

February. 

 

• There is a Year 11 parent/carer evening on Thursday 6th March 

• There is a workplace encounter to William Hare  Construction on Tuesday 11th March 

• There is a visit to Manchester University  on Thursday 13th March 

• It is Pi Day on the Friday 14th March 

• Year 10 have a Drop-Down Day on Monday 17th March 

• Week commencing 17th March there are  Year 11 Speaking and Listening examinations 

• There is a GCSE Drama examination on Monday 24th March 

• On Tuesday 25th March there are  Show Racism the Red Card workshops for Year 9 

• There is a visit to Manchester University  on Thursday 27th March 

• The Geography Year 11 fieldtrip to Beverley takes place on Friday 28th March to Sunday 30th 

March 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 


