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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

Lord Lieutenant’s Awards 2025 – Droylsden Academy 
Shines 

On the 16th of July, the historic Gorton Monastery 
hosted the annual Lord Lieutenant of Greater 
Manchester’s Military Awards, celebrating the very best 
of our Regular, Reserve, and Cadet Forces. 

This year, Droylsden Academy proudly took centre stage. 

We are delighted to announce that 
Cpl Laura Elena Herscovici has been 
appointed the Lord Lieutenant’s 
Cadet for 2025–26 – chosen from 
thousands of cadets across Greater 
Manchester. 

This is one of the highest honours a 
cadet can achieve. Laura will now 
accompany the Lord Lieutenant at 
official events, VIP visits, and cadet 
engagements across the region. 

 

 

 

Respected for her leadership, kindness, and commitment, Laura continues to play a key role in the 
Droylsden Royal Engineer Cadet Force, inspiring younger cadets through challenging training and 
adventure. 

 

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS 
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Laura also received a Lord Lieutenant’s Commendation for 
Outstanding Voluntary Service after saving a life during cadet 
training in Alberta, Canada. When a fellow cadet collapsed with 
heat illness, she delivered first aid and coordinated an 
evacuation—actions that medical staff confirmed were 
lifesaving. Her quick thinking was recognised with awards both 
in Canada and Greater Manchester. 

 

Six cadets from Droylsden—Lexi 
Williams, Lily Martin, Nadiya Tiplady, 
Kara Meadowcroft, Kwon Leong, and 
Skyla Murphy—were nominated for 
the Team Award for Enterprise. 

They founded the innovative Cadet 
Media Operations Group, producing 
articles, interviews, and reports for 
military publications. Highlights so far 
include a feature on Hadrian’s Wall 
and an interview with our Mr Mayell 
on cadet life. 

This pioneering project has already gained attention from senior figures beyond the school and is set 
to grow further. 
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Droylsden Cadets Tackle Heatwave and Challenges at Altcar Camp 

In July, cadets from Droylsden Academy CCF deployed to Altcar Training Camp near Southport, right 
in the middle of a relentless heatwave. 

With high temperatures and strong sea winds, the Contingent Commander 
issued special kit to help cadets cope—cotton sleeping bags, bush hats, UBACS 
cooling shirts, extra T-shirts, sunblock, and army-grade foot and body powder. 
The cadets were prepared for both sun and sweat. 

 

The week kicked off with water survival 
training at Liverpool Docks, where cadets 
tackled murky depths and a floating 
assault course after passing their flotation 
tests. Despite a few jellyfish sightings, the 
cadets took it in stride—none more so 
than Cadet Fox Junior, who impressed so 
much in the water she earned the 
nickname "Sapper Sardine." 

 

 

 

That afternoon, Gibraltar Troop visited the Liverpool Museum to explore the history of dock work 
and enjoy a well-earned ice cream in the sun while writing postcards home. 

 

Day two began after a warm, restless night. Following a hearty 
breakfast, cadets collected their weapons and headed to the range. For 
many, it was their first time firing live rounds, but under the expert 
guidance of Sgt Sarginson, nerves were calmed and several cadets 
achieved impressive marksmanship scores right out of the gate. 

As the heat continued, so did the action. Cadets took on tactical 
exercises using blank ammunition, manned observation posts, and 
conducted Close Quarters Battle training—including a zombie-themed 
mission on the training area. 
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Midweek brought The Altcar Cup, a physically and 
mentally demanding competition that had cadets 
navigating between challenges like archery, laser 
shotgun, obstacle courses, a field gun run, first aid 
scenarios, and other tasks. Despite a strong team 
performance, Droylsden narrowly missed out on the 
prizes—watching local rivals Walkden lift the trophy. 

 

 

 

 

 

The week wrapped up with "Altfest", a lively barbecue and 
disco complete with cadet dance acts and enthusiastic staff 
volunteers. 

Despite blazing sun, sudden thunderstorms, and long days, 
Droylsden cadets remained resilient. They trained hard, made 
friends from across the country, and left camp wishing it could 
last all summer. 
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Year 7 Elective Fair 

At the Academy, we attach great importance to extra-curricular participation because we know how 
vital this is. We want our children not only to develop new interests and talents but also create lasting 
memories of a school where they thrive and belong. 

 

 

The town and community of Droylsden have a long history of being industrious and having a 
commitment to achieving success through hard work and perseverance. It is no surprise that the 
town’s motto is ‘By Concord and Industry’. The mills of Droylsden were instrumental in turning a small 
farming community into the town we know today. One of Droylsden Academy’s key values is ‘Hard 
Work’. We felt it was important to tie the values of the school to the history of the town and its 
present community. The Houses are therefore named after four of the town’s factories.  

Each has a House Leader: (Saxon – Miss Barratt; Albion – Miss Shorrock; Victoria – Mr Tiley and 
Oakfield – Miss Worsley) 

Building Character through Participation – Year 7 Elective Fair. 

 

A core aim of our House system—and a key pillar of our wider Character development programme—

is encouraging students to take part in extra-curricular activities. 
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As highlighted in the last edition of Newsflash, all Year 7 

students now take part in an Elective, designed to help 

them discover new interests and develop skills beyond 

the classroom. This initiative supports students in 

gaining an ‘educational dividend’ through enriching, 

hands-on experiences, while also helping them form 

positive habits early on, broadening their horizons and 

building their character from the outset. 

 

To support this, we offer an extensive 

programme of extra-curricular opportunities. 

These were recently highlighted at our Elective 

Fair, where students could explore an 

impressive 42 different activities available 

outside of lesson time—each one designed to 

deepen learning and spark new passions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can find out more about the Academy’s Elective 

offer here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/students/the-extra-curricular-activities/
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Student Voice: Years 8 & 9 Share Their Perspectives 

 

Miss Whitehead met with a group of ten students from Years 8 and 9 as part of a Student 
Voice session — a chance for them to share their honest thoughts and experiences about life 
at Droylsden Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most enthusiastic topics of discussion was the Elective programme. Students 
spoke highly of the wide variety of electives available, both during social times and after 
school. Many shared how these opportunities have allowed them to try something 
completely new — and even discover unexpected interests and talents along the way. 

The students also praised the supportive and approachable nature of staff, noting that they 
feel comfortable asking for help when needed. They agreed that behaviour around school is 
generally positive and that their voices are heard and respected. 

When asked whether they would recommend Droylsden Academy to others, every student 
gave an emphatic “Yes!” — a strong endorsement of their school experience. 

One suggestion that came up was the idea of extending the lunch break. Students explained 
that the current 30-minute break can feel a little rushed, especially when factoring in time to 
queue for food, eat, and spend time with friends. Of course, any change to the timetable 
would require thoughtful planning, but the group’s feedback has been passed on to the 
Senior Leadership Team for consideration. 

Perhaps most importantly, all students said they feel safe at Droylsden Academy — a clear 
reflection of the positive, inclusive, and caring environment we strive to maintain. 

The participants were: Chloe Lockie, Rachael Qing, Junior Butler, Archie Parker, Jensen Fitzgerald, 

Elliot Christy, Lilly Pollitt, Eva Naima Fredolin, Jess Nelson and Travis Arrand. 

 

STUDENT VOICE 
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Food and Nutrition 

 

Students in Mrs. Arnold’s new class are showcasing their 

skills before beginning the GCSE assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science  

Balloons, bubbles, and biology: exploring anaerobic respiration: 

In a recent Science lesson, Year 8students got 
hands-on with anaerobic respiration — and 
things got fizzy! 

They discovered how yeast, a tiny 
microorganism, plays a big role in making 
bread rise and producing alcoholic drinks 
through a process called fermentation. This 
chemical reaction happens when yeast 
respires without oxygen — which is what 
makes it a form of anaerobic respiration. 

Here’s the word equation for fermentation: 
glucose → ethanol + carbon dioxide 
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To see the science in action, students set up an 
exciting experiment using yeast, sugar, and balloons. 
As the yeast got to work breaking down the glucose, 
it released carbon dioxide gas, which began to inflate 
the balloons! 

There was plenty of friendly competition as students 
watched eagerly to see whose balloon would grow 
the biggest by the end of the lesson — a fun and 
memorable way to understand the power of 
fermentation. 

Science + competition = a lesson to remember! 

 

Year 10 Get Hands-on with microbiology: 

Things got seriously scientific in Year 10 as our Triple Science 
students rolled up their sleeves for one of the core GCSE Biology 
required practicals — investigating how well antiseptics and 
antibiotics fight off bacteria. 

Using agar plates, students carefully placed paper discs soaked in 
different substances onto bacterial cultures to see which ones 
were most effective. After incubation, they measured the zones 
of inhibition — the clear rings where bacteria had been killed — 
to find out which treatment packed the biggest punch! 

This practical wasn’t just about results — it was also a real test of 
skill. Students had to use aseptic techniques to prevent 
contamination and ensure everything stayed safe, sterile, and 
scientifically sound.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A brilliant blend of microbiology, precision, and real-world application — our 
future biologists are definitely up to the challenge. 
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Year 7 Step into the Lab: 

 

It’s been an exciting start to Science for our Year 7 students as 

they’ve been getting to grips with some of the core skills every 

young scientist needs. 

 

Students have been learning how to handle and use 

microscopes safely, identifying key parts like the eyepiece lens, 

objective lenses, stage, mirror (or light), and the fine and coarse 

focus wheels. They've had great fun examining tiny objects up 

close — and seeing a whole new world come into view! 

Next, they’ve been exploring the properties of solids, liquids, 

and gases. By looking closely at different materials and how they 

behave, they've started to understand what makes each state of 

matter unique. 

 

And of course, no science experience is complete without the 

iconic Bunsen burner (Mrs Schofield collects them).  

 

Our budding chemists have learned how to safely light and use 

Bunsen burners to boil water — observing how heat energy 

causes liquid particles to move faster, break free from each 

other, and turn into gas.  

 

It’s been a brilliant hands-on introduction to Science — and 

there’s much more to come! 
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An exciting start to the 2025/26 Sports Electives. 

 

The P.E. Department is thrilled with the fantastic start to this year’s Sports Elective Programme. 
We’re proud to offer our most extensive and diverse range of electives yet, giving students even 
more opportunities to explore, develop, and excel in sport. 

This year, we are delighted to continue offering popular Electives such as Football, Table Tennis, 
Fitness Suite, Dance, and the highly regarded Dance Academy Pathway. 

In addition, we’ve expanded our permanent offerings with the introduction of Badminton, 
Basketball, and Netball—three exciting sports that have already generated lots of enthusiasm among 
students. 

Looking ahead, we’re excited to announce the 
upcoming launch of two new programmes starting 
next half term: Multi-Sports, designed to give 
students a taste of various disciplines, and our brand 
new Elite Football Pathway, tailored for those aiming 
to take their football skills to the next level. 

As always, we’d like to give special recognition to 
our incredible students who go above and beyond, 
dedicating time outside of curriculum lessons to 
pursue their passion for sport. Their drive, 
commitment, and love for competition are at the 
heart of what makes our Elective Programme such a 
success. 

 

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP 
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Year 7 Football 

Our Year 7 Football Team began their exciting five-
year journey representing Droylsden Academy with a 
dramatic 3-3 draw against Laurus Ryecroft this week. 

The match got off to a lightning-fast start, with both 
teams exchanging early goals in a high-tempo first 
half. A crucial moment came when Droylsden 
goalkeeper Niall Bergqvist made a superb penalty 
save, keeping the deficit to just one goal at halftime 
(3-2). His stop proved vital, as Ousman Njiejatta found 
the equaliser in the second half to secure a well-
earned draw. 

 

 

The team's resilience, teamwork, and fighting spirit were on full display—and left the P.E. 
Department feeling incredibly proud and excited about what this group can achieve in the years to 
come. 
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A huge thank you goes out to all the students who took part in the recent Football trials. The level of 
talent and commitment made the selection process incredibly tough. We are already exploring 
further opportunities to ensure more students have the chance to represent Droylsden on the pitch 
this year. 

The Year 7 Football Elective continues every Monday, 3:35–4:35pm. We encourage all keen players 
to attend, develop their skills, and be part of our growing football community. 

Year 10 Football 

Our Year 10 Football Team secured their place in the second round of the English Schools’ FA Cup 
with an impressive 5-1 victory over Trinity High School. 

The match was played in extremely challenging weather conditions, which disrupted the flow of the 
first half. Despite this, Droylsden took a narrow 1-0 lead into the break thanks to a composed debut 
goal from Rio Kennedy-Ralston. 

In the second half, the team’s quality truly shone through. A dominant performance saw Droylsden 
add four more goals, with Ryan Asamoah netting a brace, and further goals from Cash Johnson-
Davies and Zaine Metz sealing a well-deserved win. 

We’d also like to give a special mention to Divine Ehizogie, who made his debut in this fixture and 
contributed positively to the team’s success. 

We now await confirmation of our opponents for the second round and look forward to building on 
this strong start to what promises to be another exciting cup campaign for this talented group. 
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Here are the timetables for our Sport and Performing Arts Electives: 
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Head Students: Hao Xuan Yu and Taali Allikmaa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Head Students: Alisha Maryam, Emmy Ward and Isabella Stanley 

 

 

 

MEET OUR NEW PREFECT TEAM 
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Our Head Students will be supported by the following teams:  

Senior Prefects: Paul Egharevba, Akinfemi Bayo Vergara, Lacey Walker, 
Sankkrish Aneesh, Princess Adebayo, Lottie Hayes, and Folabomi Awojuola. 

Prefects: 

 

Year 11 

 

Neide Barroso, Grace Charnock - Molloy, Olivia Deakin, Leyla Francis, Dylan Gillespie, Ruby Golborn, 

Isabelle Handley, Riley Haslam, Ben Maguire, Alisha Maryam, Ikhlas Mounazirou, Emilia Raynes, 

Tiana Rogers, Isabella Stanley, Emmy Ward and Jacob Woolstencroft. 

 

Year 10 

 

Dexter Adams, Martha Bell, Alfie Baxter, Latifah Bukenya, Sophia Butler, Dmarrio Callaghan, 
Nawaab Faisal, Emily Finerty, Sofia Hassan, Ellie-Mae Howard, Lacey Hopkins, Lily-Mae Nicholls, 
Thecla Namasinga, Eniola Ogunjimakin, Emma Petrova, Nathan Phillip, Cate Roberts, Holly Taylor, 
Joshua Torskjy, Rijja Yavari, David Zhen and Grace Lawton. 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 

In Maths, Mr Tiley has selected Hao Xuan Yu from Year 11. He says, 

Hao has made a really excellent start to year 11. He clearly revised in 

the school holidays and has hit the ground running. I am really 

impressed with his attitude so far and am convinced that he will do 

extremely well in his GCSEs and beyond. 

STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT 

 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

 

Miss Patel has nominated Ellie Holmes, also from Year 

11, for Science. Miss Patel writes, Ellie (Y11) has made a 

wonderful start to Year 11. She has engaged with form 

resources and excelled in the first part of the current 

topic. Keep it up Ellie! 

 

 

 

 

 

Also in Science, Miss Sandiford has chosen Year 10’s Lilly 

Yarwood. She says, Lilly has made an excellent start to Year 10. 

She and her partner carried out an outstanding practical 

investigation, demonstrating strong problem-solving skills and a 

thoughtful approach to overcoming challenges. In addition, she 

produced a high-quality response to a 6-mark exam question on 

calculating the density of regular and irregular objects. Her 

answer was clearly structured, scientifically accurate, and 

included all the necessary apparatus and equations. It was an 

exemplary piece of work, showcasing both her knowledge and 

attention to detail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Abel, from the English team has nominated 
Kayden McEwan, from Year 10. Mrs Abel says, 
Kayden has demonstrated some fantastic creative 
writing skills, especially in his use of structure to 
enhance his creative writing. A strong start—keep 
up the excellent work! 
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Attendance 
 
Good attendance is vital to every pupil’s 
success in school. Being in school every day 
ensures students don’t miss out on 
valuable learning, helps them stay on track 
with their progress, and builds positive 
habits for the future. Strong attendance 
also supports friendships, confidence, and 
full participation in school life. 
 
These are the best performing tutorials 
from across the school week commencing 
15th September: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tameside Umbrella Parent Carer Forum 

We would like to invite you all to attend the Tameside Umbrella 
Parent Carer Family Event Day, taking place on: 

 Saturday 27th September 
 The Grafton Centre, Grafton Street, Hyde, SK14 2AX 
10:00am – 3:00pm 

This is a free event for families and carers, designed to 
be informative, inclusive, and interactive.  

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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A message from our Catering Team  

 

You can see and hear about the fantastic work of our catering team here. This short video was filmed, 

directed and edited by three of our Alumni (Liam Tomkinson, Olivia Mansell and Ben Hamlett – Class 

of 2025). 

 

This week, we will be serving: 

 

And from our ‘Grab and Go’ menu: 

And from our Juice Bar: 

https://vimeo.com/1119091762/71b2d87fff?ts=0&share=copy
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And week commencing 29th September 

 

And from our ‘Grab and Go’ menu:  

And from our Juice Bar:  
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Child Exploitation 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

Academic Year 2025 to 26 

 

The term dates for the coming academic year are as follows:  

 

Autumn Term 

 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 24th October and re-open on Monday 3rd November. 

We close for the Christmas Holiday on Friday 19th December. 

 

Spring Term 

 

The Academy opens for students on Tuesday 6th January (Monday 5th January is a Staff Training 

Day). 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 13th February and re-open on Monday 23rd February. 

We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 27th March. 

 

Summer Term 

 

The Academy opens for students on Monday 13th April. 

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 4th May. 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 22nd May and re-open on Monday 1st June. 

We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 16h July.   

 

• There are GCSE Geography fieldtrips on Wednesday 24th September and Wednesday 1st 

October. 

• There is a visit to Liverpool arranged for Year 11 Art students on Friday 26th September 

• There are GCSE Food and Nutrition examinations week commencing 29th September 

• Year 11 have a career focussed Drop-Down Day on Tuesday 7th October 

• Year 9 have a Relationship and Sex Education themed Drop-Down Day on Monday 20th 

October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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