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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

MFL Educational Visit to France 

Mr Thierry reports: Before the half-term break the MFL department embarked on an unforgettable 
adventure to France with fifty excited Year 10 students. After a year of careful planning and eager 
anticipation, the big day finally arrived. We departed from Droylsden Academy late on Tuesday 14th 
October and returned in the early hours of Monday 20th — exhausted, but full of stories, laughter, 
and memories to last a lifetime. Between those dates lay five 
incredible days of discovery, friendship, and full French 
immersion. 

Our first stop was Nausicaá, Europe’s 
largest sea life centre, where students 
marvelled at sharks, penguins, and manta 
rays gliding gracefully through the water.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afterwards, we explored the beautiful, fortified town of Boulogne-sur-Mer, sampling freshly baked 
baguettes from a local boulangerie before heading to our accommodation.  There, our energetic 
animateur, Paul, immediately had everyone speaking (and laughing) in French, setting the tone for 
an immersive and fun-filled experience. 

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS 
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The second day began with a hearty breakfast before heading 
to Le Touquet for a ‘Market Mission’ challenge. In teams, 
students used their French skills to buy ingredients for their 
own baguette creations — with some truly inventive results! A 
picnic in the park followed, filled with sunshine, laughter, and 
well-earned sandwiches. 

 

 

 
In the afternoon, we visited La Boulangerie d’Escoeuilles, where         
students shaped their own loaves under the guidance of a local baker, 
who praised them for being astucieux (astute).  
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Later, at Ferme Pédagogique 
Duchateau, students learned about 
sustainable farming and met a variety 
of friendly animals.  
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Dinner that evening was a true French feast — 
quiche, stew, apple tart, and even escargots! The 
verdict? “Tasted all right — but not sure about the 
texture!” 

 

Day three took us to Paris, where students explored the artistic 
charm of Montmartre before enjoying a Bateau Mouche cruise 
along the Seine. The city’s iconic landmarks — the Eiffel Tower, 
Notre-Dame, and the Louvre — made for breathtaking views. 
Many students named this river cruise as one of their favourite 
moments of the entire trip. 
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The fourth day brought pure magic: Disneyland 
Paris! From thrilling rides to dazzling parades 
and character meet-and-greets, it was a day 
packed with excitement and joy. Students 
described it as “a magical experience” and “a 
dream come true.” We ended the day with a 
celebratory meal at Billy Bob’s Buffet — the 
perfect finale to a fantastic adventure. 
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Finally, it was time to head home. The coach 
journey back to Droylsden was filled with laughter, 
tired smiles, and reflections on an incredible week 
of learning and fun. Our students returned with 
eyes full of wonder — and hearts full of France. 

‘I’m so proud of you all — you’ve represented 
Droylsden brilliantly and embraced French culture 
with enthusiasm and respect. Sharing my country 
with you has been a joy. You’ve grown, laughed, 
and learned so much. Merci for making this trip 
unforgettable — you’ve truly been formidables!’ 

A huge merci beaucoup to the staff who made this 
trip possible: Mr Fitzpatrick, Ms Fernandez, Ms 

Drews, and Ms Gallacher. 

 

Celebrating Black History Month at Droylsden Academy 

This October, the Droylsden Academy community proudly came together to celebrate Black History 
Month — a time to recognise and honour the achievements, contributions, and rich heritage of Black 
individuals throughout history and in our world today. 

The national theme, “Standing Firm in Power and Pride,” inspired our students to explore stories of 
resilience, identity, and empowerment, and to reflect on how these values continue to shape 
society. 

Across the curriculum, students took part in a range of thoughtful and engaging activities: 

In History, classes explored the lives and legacies of the Aurelian Moors, Walter Tull, and Jan Ernst 
Matzeliger — remarkable figures whose innovation, courage, and leadership left a lasting impact. 
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Many students were inspired by their stories and the vital role they played in shaping the world we 
know today.  

In Geography, students investigated Black entrepreneurs and innovators from around the globe, 
celebrating creativity, achievement, and the lasting influence of Black communities worldwide. 

 

 

In English, students 
studied Baroness Lola 
Young, reflecting on how 
her voice, leadership, 
and commitment to the 
arts continue to inspire 
change and champion 
representation. 

 

 

In Science, all KS3 students have been 
learning about inspirational Black 
scientists whose groundbreaking work has 
shaped modern science. For example, Dr. 
Jewel Plummer Cobb, an African American 
cell biologist and physiologist, made vital 
discoveries that led to the use of 
methotrexate in treating childhood 
leukaemia. Katherine Johnson, a brilliant 
mathematician at NASA, performed orbital 
calculations that were crucial to early 
crewed spaceflights, including the Apollo 
11 moon landing. Percy Lavon Julian 
pioneered methods to synthesise important medical compounds, making treatments such as 
physostigmine for glaucoma widely available. 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

Students are now creating posters celebrating these remarkable scientists, and the winning entries 

will be announced after half term. 

Throughout the month, our focus on power and pride encouraged students to think deeply about 
identity, equality, and inclusion — and to appreciate the strength that comes from understanding 
and celebrating the diverse contributions that enrich our shared history. 

Black History Month was a powerful reminder that learning from the past helps us build a more 
inclusive, respectful, and united future. 

Also in Science, our Year 7 students 

have been exploring different 

methods of separating mixtures in 

their lessons. They investigated how 

to use filter paper to separate sand 

and water, a sieve to separate sugar 

and peas, and magnets to separate 

flour and iron filings. The students 

really enjoyed these hands-on 

experiments, learning how each 

method works based on the physical 

properties of the materials.  

 

 

Our Year 10 Triple Science students have been 

experimenting with the Van de Graaff 

generator, exploring how it produces static 

electricity. They had great fun seeing its 

effects firsthand — with some rather hair-

raising results!  

Our Year 11 Triple Science students have been 
busy investigating how light and gravity affect 
plant hormones by germinating cress seeds 
and observing their growth in different 
conditions. 

 

While plants don’t sense their surroundings in the same way animals do, they still need to “know” 
which way to grow — with shoots reaching towards the light and roots growing down towards 
water. 

To explore this, students carefully set up cress seeds to germinate. Because they were working 
with living organisms, the seeds needed to be monitored closely to ensure they had enough light 
and water — which meant they spent a lovely weekend being looked after in Miss Patel’s kitchen! 
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Once germinated, each group measured their seedlings and placed them in various environments: 

1. A dark cupboard 
2. Limited light from one direction 
3. A vertical setup 
4. A control in full light 

The results were clear: seedlings exposed to light from one side grew towards the light source, 
while those placed vertically demonstrated gravitropism, growing upwards against gravity. 

It was a fantastic hands-on investigation that brought plant science to life — and proved that even 
tiny cress seeds know exactly which way to grow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Relationships and Sex Education Drop Down 

Day  

 

Year 9 took part in an important and engaging 

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) Drop Down Day, 

designed to help students develop confidence, 

understanding, and respect in the way they navigate 

relationships and personal wellbeing. 

The sessions were delivered by a combination of our 

dedicated school staff and specialist external agencies, 

each providing expert insight and guidance. 
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Throughout the day, students explored a 

range of key topics — including health, 

body image, self-esteem, online safety, 

consent, and contraception. These 

sessions encouraged thoughtful 

discussion, critical thinking, and 

reflection, helping students to better 

understand how to make safe, informed, 

and respectful choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most impactful parts of the day 

was a thought-provoking drama production 

that tackled the difficult but important issue 

of child exploitation in all its forms. The 

performance captured everyone’s attention 

and prompted meaningful conversations 

among the students about awareness, 

empathy, and personal safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 9 students showed 

maturity, respect, and 

genuine interest throughout 

the day, engaging fully with 

every activity and discussion. 

Their attentiveness and 

willingness to learn made 

the day not only informative 

but deeply rewarding for 

everyone involved. 
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The P.E. department is delighted to celebrate the remarkable achievements of two of our Year 9 

students, Logan Gilder and Bobby Robinson. 

 

 

Both students recently travelled to 

Denmark to compete in the 

prestigious HSK Box Cup, showcasing 

incredible dedication and talent. 

Logan impressed by winning the 

competition in his weight division, 

while Bobby put in a fantastic 

performance to reach the final in his 

category. 

 

Logan’s success builds on an already outstanding record — he 

is a two-time Northwest Regional Champion and winner of 

the Manchester Box Cup, where he was also honoured with 

the Golden Glove and Belt for Best Male Boxer of the 

Competition — an exceptional accomplishment! 

 

Congratulations to both Logan and Bobby for their hard work, 

determination, and sporting excellence. We’re incredibly 

proud of your achievements — keep up the great work 

 

Sports Performers of the Month 

 

Congratulations to our Sports Performers of the Month for 

October — Sam McClow (Year 7) and Harvey Prescott (Year 11) 

 

Sam has made an outstanding start to life at the Academy. His enthusiasm, effort, and commitment 

have been exceptional — he regularly takes part in all lunchtime sporting electives and has recently 
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become a dedicated member of the after-

school Netball elective. Sam’s dedication 

and positive attitude are paying off, with 

noticeable improvements in his sporting 

skills. Well done, Sam! 

 

Harvey Prescott has also made an excellent 

start to Year 11. His determination to 

develop his practical PE skills and his 

consistent effort in lessons have been 

fantastic. Alongside his studies, Harvey has 

proudly represented the Academy in 

football this month and continues to work 

diligently on his GCSE Sport coursework. 

Well done, Harvey τ a brilliant role model 

for younger students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Points mean Prizes 

Every student who earned one or more House Points this half 
term was entered into a special prize draw. Thanks to the 
generous support of ASDA Eastlands, who kindly donated a 
selection of items, we were able to create a fantastic reward 
hamper for one lucky winner. 

Out of more than 360 students entered, Maisie Collins was 
announced as the winner and proudly took home the hamper 
— congratulations, Maisie!  

Looking ahead to next half term, the House Leaders will be 
changing things up. Instead of a random draw, the hamper 
prize will go to the student who has achieved the highest 
number of House Points for Participation. So, get involved, 
earn those points, and it could be you next time! 
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Wear Red Day – Standing Together Against Racism 

 
On Friday 24th October, our school proudly took part in the nationally recognised Wear Red Day in 
support of Show Racism the Red Card. Staff and students wore an item of red clothing alongside their 
uniform to show solidarity with this important anti-racism campaign. 

 

This marks our fifth consecutive year partnering with SRtRC, and once again, participation across the 
school was fantastic. Together, we raised £191, contributing to the charity’s vital work in challenging 
racism through education. 
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We look forward to continuing this tradition next 
academic year and building on the success and 

spirit of unity this event brings to our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanities Ambassadors 

 

Ms Davison is delighted to introduce this year’s Humanities Ambassadors: Hayley Tomkinson, Tia Ferris, 

Annie Banks, Mariama Balde and Lucas Jackson. 

 

 

 

This passionate group of students is dedicated to celebrating the creativity, curiosity, and critical 

thinking that define the Humanities at our school. As ambassadors, they will help to organise events, 

promote student voice across Geography, History, and RS, and strengthen our community’s 

engagement with these subjects. 

 

Keep an eye out for their upcoming projects and initiatives throughout the year — and don’t hesitate 

to get in touch if you’d like to get involved! 
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Netball 

 

Year 9 took to the court for their first ever 

netball fixture today — an exciting 

milestone for the team! With two full 

squads and an impressive 18 players 

eager to take part, it was fantastic to see 

such enthusiasm and team spirit on 

display. 

 

Although Hyde came out as the overall 

winners, our girls showed remarkable 

effort, determination, and teamwork 

throughout the matches. For many, it was 

their first taste of competitive netball, and 

they represented the school with pride, 

positivity, and sportsmanship. Their 

energy and encouragement for one 

another made the occasion a true 

success. 

 

 

A huge well done to Lucy Deakin Dickson, Mariama Balde, Eva Walklett, Olivia Dennerley, Lilly Pollitt, 

Annie Banks, Kaelyn Whetham, Kyla Millington, Neesee Jamera, Tia Ferris, Faridat Salami, Atipa 

Murombo, Cherish Uwuigbe-Uhunmangho, Ava Yuille, Sofia Normanton, Dara Jimo, Paula Egharevba, 

and Olivia Earlam for their brilliant performances and commitment. 

 

We’re so proud of you all — what a fantastic start to your netball journey! 

 

Photography Elective 

 

The Photography Club has embraced the Halloween spirit with a spooky 

theme!  

 

From eerie shadows to creative skeletal portraits, students have 

experimented with light, contrast, and atmosphere to capture hauntingly 

beautiful images. 

 

Photos by Edon Li , Daphne Horridge and Joseph Eguaose. 

 

 

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP 
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STEM Elective 
 

Our students have been combining creativity and science in a fun seasonal project — 
pumpkin carving - It’s been wonderful to see their teamwork and innovation shine through. 

Take a look at the photos below to see their spooktacular creations and smiles: 
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Ms Wood has selected Olivia Blanchard from Year 11 for her Maths 
‘Student of the Fortnight’: Olivia has begun Year 11 with impressive focus 
and determination. She consistently works hard in every lesson, makes 
the most of every opportunity to extend her learning, and approaches 
challenges with enthusiasm. Olivia’s commitment is clear through her 
excellent homework, regular attendance at extra classes, and her strong 
position on the class Sparx Leaderboard. Her positive attitude and drive to 
improve set a great example to others – well done, Olivia! 
 

Miss Barratt has nominated Year 9’s Adam Foster as her Student of the 
Fortnight: Adam has made a fantastic start to Maths this year! He has 
returned to Year 9 with a renewed focus and a positive attitude, contributing confidently to class 
discussions. Adam’s mathematical understanding continues to grow as he consistently puts in great 
effort and perseveres, even when faced with challenging problems. Well done, Adam — keep up the 
excellent work! 

STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT 
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Ms Dillon has chosen Samrah Khan (from Year 7) as her Science 
student of the week: Samrah is an exceptional student who 
embodies dedication, curiosity, and perseverance in every science 
lesson. Her enthusiasm for learning shines through in the insightful 
contributions she makes during class discussions and the thoughtful 
effort she invests in every piece of work. Samrah consistently strives 
for excellence, tackling even the most challenging concepts with 
determination and a positive attitude. She is a wonderful role model 
for her peers and a true pleasure to have in class. 
 
 

 
 
Mr Ahmad has chosen another Year 7 student for Science – Callen 
Young: Callen is a positive and enthusiastic learner who consistently 
puts in his best effort and actively contributes to class discussions. He 
approaches his work with focus and determination, always striving to 
produce work of a high standard. Callen is also a supportive and 
considerate classmate, encouraging those around him and helping to 
create a positive learning environment. Keep up the fantastic work, 
Callen! 
 
 
 
Mr Mayell has selected his student of the fortnight for English - Deborah Ajayi, from Year 10. 
Deborah is dedicated and always focussed in English lessons - her work shows real thought and she 
produces some stunning creative writing. On top of all that, she read the part of Inspector Goole 
during our study of An Inspector Calls and it was a superb performance - she really is multi-talented! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, for English, Ms Fitzpatrick has nominated Year 10’s Bana Oubaid as 
she consistently demonstrates exceptional dedication to her studies and 
makes thoughtful, insightful contributions during class discussions. Her 
hard work and positive attitude make her a fantastic role model for 
others. Keep up the excellent work, Bana. 
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A Heartwarming Act of Kindness 
 

One of our parents was out walking their 

dog in Lewis Road Park, with her young 

daughter (Grace) and son (Elliott Langford- 

Cooper, from Year 9) 

 

Grace was on her scooter and clutching her 

beloved snow leopard teddy, enjoyed 

chatting and playing with two friendly girls 

from Droylsden Academy who were in the 

park that day. 

 

On leaving the park, and unbeknownst to 

them, Grace accidentally left her snow 

leopard behind. It wasn’t until the next 

morning, on the way to school, that Grace 

realised her teddy was missing and became 

very upset. 

 

Her mum searched the park at lunchtime and again after school, but there was no sign of it. Later that 

day, after picking up Elliott from badminton, they explained what had happened — and to everyone’s 

surprise, Elliott pulled the snow leopard out of his bag! 

 

It turns out that Marley Wild and Freya Marr, students in Elliott’s Year group and the girls from the park, 

had spotted the teddy at the corner of Lewis Road and Manor Road. Recognising it as Grace’s, they 

kindly picked it up and made sure it was returned through Elliott the next morning. 

 

Grace was overjoyed to be reunited with her snow leopard, which hasn’t left her side since. Her mum 

wrote to say how deeply grateful she is for Marley and Freya’s thoughtfulness, adding that ΨǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ 

often get bad press, but this just shows how caring and considerate they can be. I cannot thank Marley 

and Freya enough τ their ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΩΦ  

 

A wonderful reminder that small acts of kindness can make a big difference. 
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English Revision Workshop 

 

The English Department will be running a Twilight Revision Session to help Year 11 students with 

some final preparation before their English Literature PPE on Tuesday 18th November. All Year 11 

students are warmly invited to join us after school from 3.45–5.00pm for focused support, useful 

revision tips, and of course, some well-deserved snacks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti-Bullying Week – Power for Good 

 

Anti-Bullying Week: 10th–14th November – “Power for Good” 

From Monday 10th to Friday 14th November, Droylsden Academy will be joining schools across the 

UK to mark Anti-Bullying Week. This year’s theme, “Power for Good,” encourages everyone to use 

their influence, kindness, and voice to stand up against bullying and create a supportive school 

community. 

 

Throughout the week, we’ll be running a range of activities and discussions across lessons, 

assemblies, and the pastoral programme to help raise awareness and promote positive 

relationships. 

 

We’ll also be taking part in Odd Socks Day on Monday 10th November, a fun and simple way for 

students and staff to celebrate individuality and highlight the importance of respect and inclusion. 

The Anti-Bullying Alliance has created a fantastic set of resources to help parents and carers support 

their children at home. You can find these here: 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 2025: Parents and Carers 

They’ve also produced a Parent and Carer Pack, which includes practical advice, activities, and 

information about recognising and addressing bullying: 

 

Download the Parent and Carer Pack (PDF) 

We look forward to sharing highlights from the week and showcasing how our students have used 

their Power for Good to make a positive difference in our school community. 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2025/parents-and-carers
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/attachments/Parent%20and%20Carer%20Pack%20-%20Anti-Bullying%20Week%202025.pdf
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Wall of Remembrance 
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Scholastic Book Fair 
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Online Fraud – be aware 
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Online SEND co-production workshop – Family Hubs Parent Carer Panel 

 

Following our in-person SEND co-production workshop last month, Family Hubs Parent Carer Panel 

invites families of children with SEND to have their say in an online session. We will be discussing 

themes such as accessibility of information, how inclusive our spaces are for families, and groups and 

activities that can provide support, and you will work with us to co-design SEND spaces and services 

that truly work for families. The Family Hub Parent Carer Panel recognises that parents are the 

experts in their own experiences and your involvement is so valuable in helping us to support families 

across Tameside. 

  

Tuesday 11th November, 7.30-8.30pm 

Join us on Microsoft Teams 

 

To register, please email familyhubpanels@tameside.gov.uk and we will send you the link to take 

part. 

 

A message from our Catering Team  

This week, we will be serving: 

 

 

mailto:familyhubpanels@tameside.gov.uk
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And week commencing 17h November 
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Academic Year 2025 to 26 

 

The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows:  

 

Autumn Term 

 

We close for the Christmas Holiday on Friday 19th December. 

 

Spring Term 

 

The Academy opens for students on Tuesday 6th January (Monday 5th January is a Staff Training 

Day). 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 13th February and re-open on Monday 23rd February. 

We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 27th March. 

 

Summer Term 

 

The Academy opens for students on Monday 13th April. 

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 4th May. 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 22nd May and re-open on Monday 1st June. 

We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 16h July.  

 

¶ On Tuesday 11th November it is Remembrance day 

¶ Year 7 Settling In Evening is on Thursday 13th November 

¶ There is a Year 7 TRET Maths Battle on Friday 14th November 

¶ The Academy Winter Showcase takes place on Thursday 11th December. 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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