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Droylsden Academy is a good school

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS

Droylsden Academy Remembers

On Tuesday 11th November, the Academy came
together to remember and honour all those who
have given their lives in the service and defence
of our country, and to reflect on the freedoms
we, and millions around the world, are privileged
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to enjoy as a result of their sacrifice of others.

Members of the Combined Cadet Force and our
Year 11 Senior Prefects led a moving Service of
Remembrance in the school grounds. Lessons
were paused across the Academy as staff and
students united in two minutes of silent
reflection and gratitude, paying their respects to
those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
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The Droylsden community has long-standing and close ties with the Armed Services and, like many

others, has endured its own losses. It was therefore no surprise that our solemn and moving acts of

Remembrance were observed with the utmost respect and dignity by everyone across the Academy.
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For many, Remembrance Day holds deep personal meaning. Some of us have family members who

served, or stories passed down through generations. Every year, our nation pauses at the 11th hour
of the 11th day of the 11th month to remember. It was at 11.00am on 11th November 1918 that the
guns finally fell silent, marking the end of the First World War. Yet, just two decades later, the world

was at war again—and there has not been a day since when conflict has not raged somewhere in the

world.
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Remembrance gives us a moment to reflect on the cost of war,
the value of peace, and the resilience of the human spirit. We
remember not only those who never returned, but also those
who came home bearing the physical and mental scars of
conflict.

For our students, Remembrance is about more than history—
it is about understanding the importance of community,
service, and sacrifice. The lessons of the past are not confined
to textbooks; they guide how we live our lives today and how

_ we shape the future.

As a school, we are united in our diversity. We come from
many walks of life, different backgrounds, and different
countries. Yet, in this shared moment of reflection, we stand
together with a common purpose: to remember the lives lost,
the families forever changed, and the communities affected by
war. We also remember the strength of humanity, the
kindness that endures in the face of adversity, and our shared
commitment to building a more just and peaceful world.

Lest we forget.
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Honouring Service and Remembrance: Our Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet at the Cenotaph

On Remembrance Sunday, Cadet Sergeant Laura-Elena Herscovici, one of our distinguished alumni,
stood front and centre at the Greater Manchester Remembrance Parade at the Cenotaph.

As the Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet, Laura had the exceptional honour of carrying the King’s Standard on

behalf of the Lord Lieutenant — His Majesty’s personal representative in Greater Manchester —
who presided over the Parade alongside the Lord Mayor.
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In this role, Cadet Sergeant Herscovici not only represents the Lord Lieutenant and the King, but also
Droylsden Academy, the Corps of Royal Engineers, the Cadet Forces in Greater Manchester, the
Combined Cadet Force, and indeed the youth of Manchester.

It is a role that carries immense responsibility — and quite literally, the weight of the Standard itself.
As troops, service personnel, and veterans marched past, paying their compliments to the King’s
Standard with salutes and ‘eyes right’, they would have seen a cadet who was both smart and

composed, embodying the finest traditions of discipline and pride.

Such a singular honour is bestowed only on cadets of the highest calibre — those who demonstrate
leadership, commitment, and integrity in all that they do.

‘We few... we happy few... we band of brothers’
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The big launch of Friday Pride Day!

We're thrilled to announce that Friday 21st
November saw the official launch of our brand-new
rewards strategy: Friday Pride Day! Over the last
three weeks, teachers have been on the lookout for
students who truly live our core values of politeness,
hard work, and honestyrhose who have stood out
have already begun earning Golden Tickets for
demonstrating exceptional commitment to our
PRIDE qualities:

Great Learners are

ERIDAY

P — Presentation
R —Resilience

| = Independence
D - Deadlines

E — Excellence

But that’s not all... Students who have gone above and beyonHave caught the attention of the
Senior Leadership Team and have been awarded the prestigious Diamond Tickets!

During Friday Pride Day, students will bring their tickets to their lunch sitting, where they’ll be
welcomed by staff, celebrated for their outstanding efforts, and presented with exciting prizes. It’s
our way of recognising and rewarding the incredible hard work happening across the school every

single day.

This will be a monthly celebration, giving even more students the chance to shine and be recognised
for their achievements. We can’t wait to see the smiles, the pride, and the positivity this event will
bring. We are incredibly excited — and we can’t wait to see lots of students taking part!

Science

hidden patterns within.

before their eyes!

In Science, our Year 9 students recently carried out a fascinating
chromatography experiment to investigate how colours are made
up of different pigments. Using felt-tip pens and a leaf sample, they
separated mixtures into their component colours to reveal the

Through this practical activity, students discovered how
chromatography is used by scientists to analyse substances — from
identifying plant pigments to testing inks and dyes. The experiment
sparked lots of discussion and curiosity about the science behind
colour, and students enjoyed seeing science quite literally unfold
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Half-Term Science Projects

Over the half-term holidays, each KS3 year group was set an exciting project-based homework task
designed to bring science to life! Students showcased their creativity and understanding by
producing models and timelines linked to their current topics.

Year 7 — Cell Structure

Students created 3D models of either an animal
or plant cell using everyday household or craft
materials. Each model included clearly labelled
organelles, and students were asked to explain
the function of each part.

Year 8 - The Human Gas Exchange System
Students constructed detailed 3D models showing how oxygen enters the body and
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carbon dioxide exits. Key parts of the respiratory system were labelled, with explanations
of how gas exchange occurs in the alveoli.
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Year 9 — From Dalton to the Modern Model

Students explored the history of atomic theory by creating 2D or 3D timeline
models illustrating the development of the atom—from the earliest ideas to
our modern understanding. Each stage represented a key scientist’s

contribution or discovery.
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TRET Maths Battle

This week, Droylsden Academy proudly hosted the inaugural TRET Maths Battle, a thrilling inter-
school competition bringing together teams of enthusiastic Year 7 mathematicians from across the
Trust. Led by Mr Tiley, each school entered a team of ten students who were ready to test their
problem-solving skills, mathematical knowledge, and quick thinking.

The competition featured a variety of exciting
rounds, including a tense buzzer round where
TRET Maths Battle speed was everything, and a hugely popular

Year 7 - Nggember 2025

‘Pointless’ round, which challenged students to
find the least common correct answer—quickly
becoming a favourite with the audience and
competitors alike. The energy in the room was
fantastic, with every student involved, cheering
on their teammates and showing real enthusiasm
for the subject.

After a series of closely contested rounds, the overall winners—and proud recipients of the very first
TRET Maths Battle Trophy—were Hyde, who put in an outstanding performance from start to finish.
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Final standings:

1st Place: Hyde
High School
2nd Place:
Mossley Hollins
High School

3rd Place:
Droylsden
Academy

A huge well done to all the students who took part. Their teamwork, confidence, and mathematical

talent were on full display, and we look forward to seeing this fantastic new tradition grow in the

years ahead!

Sport and Healthy Lifestyles

Our Year 7 student Kian Hennis recently represented his
Taekwondo club at the British Taekwondo National
Championship in Sheffield.

Kian has been competing in Taekwondo for just one
year, making his achievement all the more impressive as
he has already reached such a high level of competition.

Congratulations, Kian — we are incredibly proud of you

and look forward to seeing you continue to shine in
future events!
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We recently launched our new Droylsden Academy Football Pathway—an elite football programme
designed to give students a deeper understanding of the demands placed on professional players.
With only 20 places available, competition for selection was incredibly strong.

In their first football education session,
students explored the importance of
pre-season preparation, fitness testing,
and cardiovascular fitness in football.
They engaged in excellent discussions
and showed real passion for the sport
throughout.

Congratulations to all the successful applicants.

The Barclays Equal Access Award is part of the

I NOfF&8& DANI&aQ Cc224i
(BGFSR)rogramme, which is committed to
ensuring that girls have equal access to
football in schools. The award recognises
schools and individuals who have gone above
and beyond to provide girls with the same
opportunities as boys to participate in
football—both within the curriculum and
through extra-curricular activities.

% BARCLAYS
GIRLS' FOOTBALL

SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIPS

BY ENGLAND FOOTBALL

This evening, Mylee Dunbar and Lilly Pollitt
proudly accepted Droylsden Academy’s PE
Award for equal access in football. This
recognition reflects the fantastic progress we
have made in offering truly equal
opportunities in PE, with both girls and boys
now able to access the same curriculum
content and represent the school through
dedicated football teams.
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The Academy took a group of students to the Women’s Super League derby at the Etihad Stadium. A
3—0 win for Manchester City meant half the group went home delighted — but everyone had a

fantastic day out regardless!

Food and Nutrition - Year 9 showcase their skills with afternoon tea and Year 10 get cheesy!

Our Year 9 students have now completed the final session of their two-hour high-level practical skills
programme — and what a fantastic finale it proved to be!

In the first hour, pupils demonstrated impressive focus, creativity, and
technical ability as they prepared a delicious array of traditional
afternoon-tea dishes. Their menu included Victoria sponge, chocolate
mini fruit cakes, egg and cress sandwiches, coronation chicken, cream
cheese and ham finger sandwiches, and freshly baked scones served with
clotted cream and jam.

During the second hour, students put their hospitality skills into practice.
They set their tables with care and attention to detail before warmly
welcoming teachers and staff to join them for a relaxed and friendly

afternoon tea. Guests enjoyed not only an excellent spread but also
! beautifully decorated iced bakes the students had crafted themselves.
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This final session was a wonderful celebration of the students’
confidence, teamwork, and growing culinary expertise. We are
incredibly proud of their achievements and the professionalism they
displayed throughout.

Well done, Year 9 — from a very proud Miss Ball and Mr Merrolle.

Meanwhile, Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition students had
a fantastic experience this week taking part in a cheese tasting session.

They sampled a wide variety of cheeses — from hard and semi-hard to

blue, fresh, and processed — exploring new flavours and textures along
the way. Students then carried out sensory analysis activities, including

ranking and rating tests, to record their preferences and evaluate each

cheese in detail. It was a fun and insightful learning experience for all!

REWARD LUNCHES — IN RECOGNITION OF UPHOLDING OUR ACADEMY VALUES

We celebrated some of our fantastic Year 7 students for their hard work, excellent attendance, and

consistent effort.

These students were treated to a special Rewards Lunch, enjoying a free lunch pass as a token of
recognition for their achievements.

Miss Meadowcroft joined the group to celebrate their success and congratulate them on setting such
a positive example for the year group. Well done to all our Year 7 stars - keep up the great work!

Erin Batty (7Y), Breaden Bell (7S), Ellis Boardman (7L), Eva Fagan (7R), Audrey llevbare (7S), Paige James
(7R), Lorrianna Nevins (7L), Lavae Webb (70), Lewis Wilson-Foran (7Y)
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A group of students were invited to attend a special Maths reward lunch with Mrs Egan, Curriculum

Leader for Mathematics, in recognition of their hard work and resilience in Maths lessons. During the
lunch, students shared what they most enjoy about Maths and offered thoughtful suggestions on how
their lessons could be improved further.

Congratulations to: Ella Stone, Hajer Albaleli, Esme Ellerson, Millie Philipson, Briar Maxwell, Libby King,
Jake Taylor, Sabrin Addelhai, Skyla Friel and Layton Sims.

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP

Year 8 Football Victory

Our Year 8 Football Team
faced Denton at home in their
first Tameside League fixture
of the year. Despite conceding
an early goal, the team
responded brilliantly, turning
the game around to lead 4-1
at half-time, with goals from
Leo Woolley, Deacon Dunbar,
and Stanley Heaton (2).

The second half proved just
as exciting, with Droylsden
showing determination and
resilience to secure a 5-4
victory in a thrilling finish.
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Manager’s Player of the Match: Stanley Heaton

Awarded for a superb attacking performance, leading the line with confidence and causing constant

problems for the opposition.

Well done, Year 8 — an excellent start to the
season!

Additionally, a group of our students took part in
the first of six competition dates for the Axamy
Education Football Tournament. This event offers a
fantastic opportunity, with the most successful
teams earning the chance to play at Stockport
County F.C.’s stadium, Edgeley Park.

Our students made an excellent start to their
campaign, securing two wins and one loss.
Congratulations to everyone who took part — we
look forward to following your progress throughout
the year.

Our Year 9 Football team has secured their place in
the next round of the Tameside Cup! Despite a
difficult first half that saw them trailing 3—-0, the
team showed incredible resilience and
determination. A superb brace from Logan Gilder
and a well-taken goal from captain Owen
Boardman pulled the game level and forced a tense
penalty shootout, where our players held their nerve to win 4-2.
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It was a thrilling match and a
real privilege to watch — a
performance that will no doubt
live long in the memory of our
students.

Manager’s Player of the Match:
Tre’Sean Hamilton, who
delivered an energetic,
hardworking display and was a
constant attacking threat
throughout.

Following last year’s impressive
run to the final, our Year 9 team
will be hoping to build on this
momentum and go one step
further this season.



Year 9 also played their first league fixture of the year this week against Denton. The match provided
a great opportunity to utilise a larger squad and reward those who consistently attend our after-
school Football elective. There were fantastic performances across the team as we eventually ran
out 7-5 winners.

This victory marks two wins in three days for Year 9, with Denton now confirmed as our Quarter-
Final opponents in the Tameside Cup. Congratulations to all involved

Manager’s Player of the Match: Oliver Earlam — an excellent
display across several different positions.

Multi Sports Elective Launch

We recently held the exciting launch of our brand-new Multi
Sports elective, designed to give students the chance to join
a sporting community and experience a wide range of
activities each week. For the first session, students took part
in Boccia—a Paralympic target ball sport that develops
precision, accuracy, and control.

Well done to all students who took part!
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Cadet Promotions

We are delighted to announce the promotion of several of our cadets to Lance Corporal, each
recognised for their outstanding contribution to the Cadet Force.

Cadet Brogan Carter — For excellent leadership, enthusiasm,
exemplary conduct, and a 100% attendance record.

| Cadet Jayden Witter — For his loyalty,

courage, continuous support of fellow
cadets, and willingness to take on new
challenges.
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Cadet Nadiya Tiplady — For her
positive attitude, creation of the
Military/Cadet Corner in the school
library, and her impressive work
with the Cadet Media Operations
Group.

Cadet Lexi Williams — For perfect attendance, her supportive
attitude, and the consistent example she sets, along with her
dedicated assistance with the JASS Programme.

Cadet Lily Martin — For outstanding drill and turnout,
excellent communication skills, and for being a positive role

model to younger cadets.

Congratulations to all our newly promoted Lance Corporals.
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Electives (September 2025) B3 DROYLSDEN

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Football (Astro) Football (Astro) Football (Astro) Football (Astro) Football (Astro)
- |Trampolining Volleyball Trampalining Volleyball Volleyball
o _ )
C | Table Tennis Y7 Outdoor Table Tennis Tl = e GCSE Dance Year 7 Outdoor Table Tennis
3 British Sign Language (116) Dance Chess (MOZ) Chess (MOZ)
Droylsden Voices (P4) o AP
ArtClub (Art Department) Superhero Elective (P31 uitar an u (P4} Drama Club (P48)
ArtClub (Art department) International Flm Club Einstein’s Club (T26) Writing Club (114)
—— - Connect Club (114}
(Week Bonly) (32) Quiz Club (M15) Sonic Screen (M27)
Advanced Choir (P4)
ArtClub (Art Department) History and Politics (M15)
Fantasy Football (P5)
D.LY. (Technology)
Droylsden Debating Uni 14
roylsden ating Union (14) News @1 (Library]
ArtClub (Art Department)
6’ Baskethall Tahle Tennis Puzzle Club (T21) Girls Football Year 10 Football (Week B)
_8 Year 7 Football Year 8 &9 Football Badminton SIEMICIBIES}
o _ Gardening Club (T7)
Netball g
U | pance Academy s Preeie (B, ki Band Practice (P4)
E P Outdoor Adventure (SR ——
b R T {Amphitheatre) Band Practice (P4) urier Viams
<E MultiSports
Further Maths
i i Photogr; Photogr
/ For further information about any of these - d.gﬂﬂh\'f graphy Please remember to get your
- @ Electives, please see the e-booklet in the udio) . )
‘Co-curriculum’ section of the Droylsden Elective Passpor’t 5|gned !

In Science, Ms Hirst has nominated MJ Oke, from Year 8, as Student of the
Fortnight: MJ consistently goes above and beyond in every lesson. She sha
genuineenthusiasm for scienae whether through her thoughtful .
contributions to class discussions, her engagement in practical work, or hef
insightful answers to challenging questions. MJ is a wonderful role model f
her peers and an absolute pleasure to teach.

Additionally in Science, Ms Sandiford has highlighted
the work of Year 9’s Dexter Adams: Dexter has made
an exceptional start to Year 10, working incredibly ha
in preparation for his Term 1 assessment and achievi
an outstanding 94% the highest score in the year
group by a considerable margide has demonstrated 3
deep understanding of key scientific concepts, from t
particle model and gas pressure to the processes of photosynthesis and
respiration. In class, Dexter is consistently polite, hardworking, and reliable,
meeting every deadline, contributing thoughtfully to discussions o#fieding
support to his peerddis dedication and curiosity set a fantastic example to
others, and we are extremely proud of the excellent start he has made to Year
10.
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Mrs Egan has selected Year 11’s Ruah Khairallah for Maths Student of

the Fortnight: Ruah has begun Year 11 with an outstanding attitude to
her studies. She works hard, contributes enthusiastitatiyery lesson,
and consistently completes her homework to the very best of her ability
T often going above and beyond with extra independent work. Her
resilience, determination, and commitment set a fantastic example to
others and will no doubt lead to esltent results in the future.

For English, Ms Fernandez has chosen Mateen Acheampong from Year

10: Mateen consistently demonstrates remarkable dedication and
enthusiasm in every English lesson. His hard work has paid off with
excellent T1 results, and his commitment to learning is truly inspiring.
2 SOQNB a2 LINRdzZR 2F |ttt GKIFIG KSQa
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For English, Ms Corrigan is delighted to nominate Freddie Loftus,
from Year 8, as her English Student of the Fortnight. He has made a
fantastic start to the year, applying himself with real focus and
taking on feedback with maturity and determination. Freddie
contributes thoughtfullyo class, reads aloud with confidence, ang
approaches every lesson with enthusiasm. His hard work is alre
paying off, and we look forward to seeing his progress continue
throughout the year.

In Humanities, the following students delighted to recognise the
following students for their outstanding effort, attitude, and
achievement across our Humanities subjects:

Amelia Kijewska (Geography)- Ameliahas shown tremendous effort in
both her homework and classwork. You remain consistently focused,
complete every task on time, and demonstrate a strong commitment to
deepening your understanding. Keep up the excellent progress!

Caitlin Connor-Lowe (History) - Caitlin is a hardworking and
exceptionally dedicated student who consistently gives her very best in
every lesson. She contributes thoughtfully to class discussions,
demonstrating both a deep understanding of historical topics and a
genuine passion fohe subject. She approaches all tasks with focus,
determination, and a desire to achieve the highest possible standard.
JFTAGEAY Q8 LRAAGAGS FGGAGIRS FyR
valued member of the class.
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Kamil Muhammed (Religious Studies) - Kamil joined the Academy later than many of his peers, but
he has never allowed this to hold him back. With determination and focus, he has worked hard to
catch up on any missed learning and continues to push himself to excel. Most recently, Kamil
attendedReligious Studies intervention sessions entirely of his own accord to prepare for his PPEs
in fact, he was the only student in the whole of Year 11 to damil, your dedication is

outstanding. Keep up the hard vkor it will pay off on results da

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES

Be here to belong:

this week goes to...

MMN  993% -
10D 98.4%
90 96.1%
8s 97.5%
7D 98.5%

Well done everyone
You will receive 5 PP

each. Keep it up!

Every single matters, and each opportunity in the
classroom helps shape your future success.

Here is the WOW of the Week Attendance
Leaderboard for the past two weeks —
congratulations to all our winners!

Good attendance is vital to success. Every school day
helps students build knowledge, skills, and confidence
— and every missed lesson means missed learning that
can’t be fully replaced. Being in school consistently
keeps you on track, helps you develop positive habits,
and strengthens your connections with teachers and
friends.

Best attendance
this week qoes to...

1IN 978% -

10Y 98.6%
SN 98.9%
8L 96.7%
7Y 96.9%

Well done everyone
You will receive 5 PP
each. Keep it up!
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Droylsden Acadeny

Presents their

Wintey

Showcase

LEY

Thursday December 11th

épm
£3 Entry

Tickets available from Student Services



A message from our Catering Team
This week, we will be serving:

Main Hatch

Monday

Lasagne with Garlic
Bread

Frittata with Potatoes

and Sweetcorn

lacket potato and

filling

ws Grab & Go

Monday

Chilli and Riee

= Juice Bar

Monday

Chicken Burgerin a Bun

Tuesday

Chinese Chicken with

Rice

Tuesday Wednesday

Beef Hotpot with Roast Dinner with

Peas Trimmings
Weg Chilli with Rice Weggie Roast Dinner
with Trimmings

lacket potato and lacket potato and

filling filling

Wednesday

Spicy Chilli Beefin a

Wrap
Tuesday Wednesday
Jumbo Sausage Roll Pizza Slice

Panini

And week commencing 15 December:

Main Hatch

Monday

Cottage Pie and

Peas

Chickpea Curry and

Rice

Jacket potato and
filling

Tuesday Wednesday

Chicken Curry with Rice Roast Dinner with

Trimmings
Vegetarian Sausage with Veggie Roast with
Potatoes and Vegetables Trimmings
Jacket potato and filling Jacket potato and

filling

Thursday

Chicken Chow Mein

Chickpea Stir Fry

Jacket potato and
filling

Thursday

Jerk Chicken with

Rice

Thursday

Cheese and Pepperoni

Thursday

Meatball Marinara

Pasta

Cheese Whirl with

Potatoes and Beans

Jacket potato and

filling

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

Friday

Fish, Chips and Peas

VYegagie Sausage, Chips

and Beans

Jacket potato and filling

Friday

Sausage, Chips and

Peas

Friday

Beef Burgerin a Bun

Friday

Fish and Chips

Cheese Pasty, Chips

and Beans

Jacket potato and
filling



% Grab & Go

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Chinese Chicken with
Rice Maan Bread

Pasta Bolognaise Spicy Beef Kebab on

= Juice Bar

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Jumbo Hotdog Pizza Slice Chicken Burger Cheese and

Pepperani Panini

Thursday Friday

Pepperoni Pasta Sausage, Chips and Peas

Friday

Beef Burger in a Bun

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Academic Year 2025 to 26

The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows:

Autumn Term

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 24" October and re-open on Monday 3™ November.

We close for the Christmas Holiday on Friday 19" December.

Spring Term

The Academy opens for students on Tuesday 6th January (Monday 5% January is a Staff Training

Day).

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 13" February and re-open on Monday 23 February.

We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 27" March.
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Summer Term
The Academy opens for students on Monday 13 April.
We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 4" May.

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 22" May and re-open on Monday 1st June.
We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 16" July.

9 The Academy Winter Showcase takes place on Thursday 11" December

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING?

o
TIMERIVER - (@) everyone

TEACHING & CURRICULUM V./ Iearn!ng

INSTITUTE

If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute
through the School Led Route in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher,
Tame River Teaching and Curriculum Institute.

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE
with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.

School Led training allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial
Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and
focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.

The Tame River Educational Trust plays host to training and placements in very strong schools
(Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we are
working in partnership with other schools in Tameside. Bursaries are available!

For further information please contact K.Oag@mossleyhollins.com
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options
Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1
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