=

A
o, Newsflash

Academy Edition 10: Monday 9™ February 2026

Droylsden Academy is a good school

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS

Expressive Arts — Fame

Our school production of Fame was nothing short of extraordinary. From the very first note to the
final curtain call, the energy, commitment and passion on stage were electric. While the leads shone
brilliantly, what truly elevated this production was the strength of the entire ensemble. Every
performer brought precision and personality, creating a show that
felt unified and dynamic.
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The level of talent on display was astonishing, but even more impressive was the teamwork behind it.
This was a cast that supported one another completely, on and off stage, and that spirit was felt in
every scene, every dance number and every harmony.

The kindness, consideration, and mutual respect shown
throughout the process were genuinely moving and made
the production as uplifting behind the scenes as it was for
the audience.
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Fame celebrates dedication, creativity, and hard work, and
this production embodied all those values beautifully. It was
a powerful reminder of what young performers can achieve
when talent is matched with generosity, hard work and true
collaboration. An unforgettable achievement for everyone
involved.
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Read the review from the Tameside
Reporter here.

DRAMA
Mrs Myers

Students and staff can see footage of
rehearsals here
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https://www.notreallyheremedia.com/news/entertainment/review-remember-their-names-this-one-will-live-forever-droylsden-academy-presents-fame-the-musical/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a1nxkEcMo6mFJB6vsTcregEKoHzVA6p8/view
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Friday Pride Day

,‘ 'f"'_“"".,, 2 A8 ~ Both staff and students enjoyed another
: highly successful Friday Pride Day on Friday
~ 23rdJanuary. Over 80 students were invited
“-f'., to attend after being awarded golden and
~ diamond tickets by staff in recognition of
~ their outstanding effort, progress and
achievement. Students were able to
%, celebrate their success and choose from a

| fantastic range of prizes.

" FRIDAY. PRIDE DAY, 1

Friday Pride Day continues to be a firm favourite with students and staff alike, providing a valuable
opportunity to recognise and reward hard work, resilience and commitment to learning.
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One student to receive a diamond ticket was Rijja Yavari, who was nominated by Mrs Isherwood for
producing exceptional homework in Maths. Rijja went above and beyond expectations, completing
additional revision work to an extremely high standard. Mr Tiley was keen for her extra effort and
positive attitude to be formally recognised.

| WON A DIAMOND TICKET! .
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Reflecting on her achievement, Rijja said:

“In Maths | made a real effort to complete extra revision homework. My teacher was really pleased with
my attitude and said it was an amazing effort. Mr Tiley was very happy with the work | produced and |
felt genuinely appreciated for the effort | put in. There is a great range of prizes, and | was able to choose
resources that will help me with my revision. | really like Friday Pride Day — it’s a great way to recognise
hard work.”
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Well done to all students who were recognised this week — a brilliant example of our Pride values in
action.

Year 10 GCSE Food and Nutrition students explore careers in Hospitality

As part of our School Partnership Scheme, Droylsden Academy is proud to be working in partnership
with the Leonardo Hotel chain, offering students valuable insight into careers within the hospitality
industry.

A group of Year 10 Food & Nutrition students visited the Leonardo Hotel in central Manchester.
During the visit, students met the General Manager and a range of hotel staff, gaining first-hand
experience of the diverse roles that keep a large hotel running day to day.

Students explored reception duties,
housekeeping and kitchen operations,
developing a deeper understanding of
the skills and teamwork required within
the sector.
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The hotel team kindly provided lunch on arrival and led
students through a series of engaging, practical activities
throughout the day, including a pillowcase race and room-
cleaning challenges. These hands-on experiences highlighted
the importance of attention to detail, organisation and
excellent customer service.

At the same time, another group of Year 10 students visited
Leonardo Hotel Manchester Piccadilly, where they took part
in similar activities. This visit also introduced students to
facilities management, further broadening their awareness of
the wide range of career pathways available in hospitality.
Both visits were extremely successful and provided students
with meaningful, real-world learning experiences.

We would like to thank the Leonardo Hotel teams for their warm welcome,
generosity and continued support of Droylsden Academy. Opportunities like these
help our students see a clear line of sight between their studies in school and future
career possibilities.

Year 8 Cake Project

Year 8 students have been busy completing their Cake Project in Food &
Nutrition. Over a series of lessons, students made and baked their own
cakes while developing essential weighing and measuring skills.

—

To allow time for thoughtful design, cakes were [ w0

preserved by freezing while students planned their = S
. decorative ideas. Pupils then returned to the kitchen “‘;di -
to practise piping techniques and apply their cake-

decorating skills, producing some fantastic final

\

results.

All students successfully completed their 10 x 1-hour Food & Nutrition lessons before rotating into
Design Technology — well done Year 8 for your creativity, teamwork and growing confidence in the
kitchen.
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Religious Studies: Year 10 Students Explore Holy Communion

Recently, Year 10 Religious Studies students had the
unique opportunity to extend their learning beyond the
classroom. Under the guidance of Miss Worsley and
Mrs Frost, all four classes participated in a practical
enactment of Holy Communion.

The session was conducted from a secular perspective,
using crackers and cranberry juice to represent the
elements of the service. Students took on leadership
roles, guiding the congregation through the ceremony,
who were invited to participate at their discretion.
Participants also shared peace with one anotherin a
manner they felt was appropriate.

The experience concluded with a thought-provoking
debate, where students applied their growing
knowledge of Christian practices to discuss topical
statements, demonstrating both insight and
confidence in their understanding.

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP

Girls’ Football

Congratulations to our KS4 Girls’ Football Team, who secured a fantastic quarter-final win against
Alder.

Despite finishing the match with just nine players due to injury, the girls showed incredible
determination and teamwork to come out on top with a brilliant 5-3 victory. Hayley Tomkinson
delivered an outstanding performance, supported by superb goals from Maddie Chadwick, Molly
Chadwick, Libbie King and Annie Banks.

A special mention goes to Olivia Cunningham Clarke — we’re all wishing you a speedy recovery and
hope your ankle heals soon!
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Under 14s Girls’ Football — Tameside Cup

Our Under 14 girls produced a fantastic performance to progress to the semi-final of the Tameside
Cup after a tense match against Alder. After going 2—0 and then 3—1 down, the team showed great
resilience to fight back to 3—3 by full time. The match was decided on penalties, where Maddie
Chadwick stepped up brilliantly in goal, making the crucial save that secured victory and sent the
team through to the next round. An outstanding team effort and a result built on determination and
teamwork.

Einstein’s Elective

Students enjoyed a hands-on science session using paper helicopters to
investigate forces and motion. By carefully changing one variable at a time,
they tested how different factors affected the helicopter’s fall, developing a
strong understanding of fair testing. Activities like this help students think
and work like scientists, building the practical enquiry skills that underpin
future learning and STEM careers.

Students also explored the science of chromatography by creating colourful
snowflake patterns. Through this experiment, they were able to see how
different substances separate and move, helping them understand an
important scientific process while combining investigation with creativity.

l/\
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STEM Elective

Before the Christmas break, Students employed their
skills to produce wreathes.

Great Learners are

PH

Also, students took part in a creative science experiment where they
designed and made their own light-up cards by building a simple
electrical circuit using copper tape. The activity helped students
understand how circuits work while developing problem-solving
skills and confidence through hands-on learning.
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Electives (September 2025) B2 DROYLSDEN
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Football (Astro) Football (Astro) Football (Astro) Football (Astro) Football (Astro)
| Trampolining Volleyball Trampaolining Volleyball Volleyball
g . Y7 Outdoor Table Tennis Tl = e GCSE Dance Year 7 Outdoor Table Tennis
3 British Sign Language (116) Dance Chess (MOZ) Chess (MOZ)
Droylsden Voices (P4) rv——
Guital P4
e, ” ArtClub (Art Department) Superhero Elective [P31] uitar an u (P4) Drama Club (P48)
u PEAITEN International Film Club Einstein's Club (T26) ‘Writing Club {114)
—— - Connect Cub (114)
(Week Bonly) (132) QuizClub (M15) Sonic Screen (M27)
Advanced Choir (P4)
ArtClub (Art Department) History and Politics (M15)
Fantasy Football (P5)
D.LY. (Technology)
Droylsden Debating Uni 14
roylsden ating Union (14) News @1 (Library)
ArtClub (Art Department)
— | Baskethall Table Tennis Puzzle Club (T21) Girls Foothall Year 10 Football (Week B)
o
_8 Year 7 Foothall Year & & 9 Football Eamnian STEM Club (T26)
(@] _ Gardening Club (T7)
Netball g
U | pance Academy s Preeie (B Band Practice (P4)
E P Outdoor Adventure =S ——
& BRG] {Amphitheatre) Band Practice (P4) uriner Wiams
< Mult-Sports
Further Maths
i i Photography (Photography
For further information about any of these ot Please remember to get your
Electives, please see the e-booklet in the udiol
‘Co-curriculum’ section of the Droylsden Elective Passport S|gned !

Academy website. SN\ ”

'V @

S By S
~ I ‘ port «
lectives

LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

ASTROTURF ASTROTURF ASTROTURF ASTROTURF ASTROTURF
TRAMPOLINING VOLLEYBALL TRAMPOLI NG VOLLEYBALL VOLLEYBALL
TABLE TENNIS YEAR 7 OUTDOOR TABLE TABLE T S GCSE DANCE BOOSTER YEAR 7 OUTDOOR TABLE
TENNIS DANCE TENNIS

AFTER SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL

BASKETBALL TABLE TENNIS NETBALL GIRLS FOOTBALL (EAR 10 FOOTBALL (WEEK B)
YEAR 7 FOOTBALL YEAR 8 &9 FOOTBALL | BADMINTON

w DANCE ACADEMY
3%
QO

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work




> /!I rrforming
A res Electives

FEEE

STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT

In English, Mrs Marlowe has nominated Evie Killick who is in Year 11:
Evie has demonstrated outstanding dedication and perseverance in her
English Language and Literature studies. She consistently seeks feedback
and thoughtfully applies it to improve her work, showing a mature,

. resilient attitude towards learning. Evie’s commitment to reaching her
full potential is truly commendable — keep up the fantastic work!

Mr Tiley has nominated Frankie Ward, Year 8,
for his consistently excellent approach to
learning in Maths. Frankie gives his best effort
in every lesson and approaches his work with a
positive, determined attitude. He is a fantastic
role model, consistently demonstrating
politeness, honesty and hard work, as well as
real resilience when faced with challenge.
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- Also in Maths, Mrs Van Hessing has chosen Junior Butler from Year 8 for
| his excellent progress and consistent focus across his learning. He has

. shown exceptional resilience in lessons, approaching challenges with
determination and a positive attitude, and has worked hard to improve
his understanding and outcomes. This commitment to his learning is
reflected in the effort he brings to every lesson, making him a thoroughly
deserving recipient of Student of the Fortnight.

Congratulations to Year 8’s Grace Williams, who has been
recognised by Miss Hirst as her Science Student of the
Fortnight: Grace consistently makes fantastic contributions in
lessons, whether supporting her peers during paired work,
asking thoughtful and probing questions, or leading group
discussions with confidence. She is a brilliant role model,
particularly during practical activities, where she often takes the
initiative to help organise others and ensure everyone is
included. Grace’s inquisitive attitude and positive leadership
really stand out

The following students were chosen in Humanities
subjects: Nabeeha Sheikh is a fantastic Historian
who continues to make excellent progress in Year 11,
working hard in every lesson and showing real
resilience throughout the PPE period.

Year 9’s Bobby Robinson is a thoughtful and reflective
philosopher who engages deeply with Religious Studies
topics, shares his ideas confidently and respectfully, and
consistently produces exceptional written work.
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Rishi Mistry is an excellent young Geographer from Year 7
who has shown impressive insight into regeneration,
working incredibly hard on his homework to produce a
well-researched and informative poster.

Great Learners are

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES

Good attendance is vital to success. Every school day helps students build knowledge, skills, and
confidence — and every missed lesson means missed learning that can’t be fully replaced. Being in

school consistently keeps you on track, helps you develop positive habits, and strengthens your
connections with teachers and friends.

Every single day matters, and each opportunity in the classroom helps
shape your future success.

Be Here
0/

1.

to Belong

this week goes to...

1L 96.9%

10R 98.8% == Hereisthe WOW of the

SE 98.2% #2 \Week Attendance

8D 96.3% ¢ Leaderboard for the past two
7D 96.9% weeks — congratulations to
all our winners!

Well done everyone!
You will receive 5 PP

each. Keep it up!
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Apprenticeships Explained: Options, Opportunities and Real Experiences Webinar

APPRENTICESHIPS
EXPLAINED
WEBINAR

Options, Opportunities

As part of National Apprenticeship Week 2026, Greater

and Real Experiences Manchester Learning Provider N are proud to be
) ) : celebrating Apprentice Wednesday by shining a
An information session for . . . .
parents and young people spotlight on the opportunities apprenticeships offer to
= Weds 11" Feb 2026 young people across Greater Manchester.

® 6pm-7pm
Online

This interactive session is designed for parents, carers and young people who want to better
understand what apprenticeships really involve - from earning while learning, to progression routes
and long-term career opportunities. The event will include a clear overview of apprenticeships,
followed by a live apprentice panel, where current and former apprentices will share their real
experiences, answer questions and bust common myths. Click here for more information and to
register.

Curriculum for Life

Curriculum for Life

Useful information to help you prepare for adulthood.
Made with young people in Greater Manchester, for young people in Greater Manchester.

Curriculum for Life is a free online life-guidance website created by young people, for young people
across Greater Manchester. It’s designed to support students as they begin to navigate the
challenges and opportunities of adolescence and early adulthood — including early thinking about
future pathways and careers.

The site is organised into six clear and relevant themes, with short, accessible articles written by
young people themselves:

e Climate change and the environment
e Workand study

e Confidence in relationships

e Financial education

e Health and wellbeing

e Politics, citizenship and rights

The platform is designed to support meaningful conversations at home and in school, helping
families and students explore important real-world topics together and encouraging independent
curiosity, reflection and research.
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https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/d6f80596-abec-45d9-b428-677d82135ae4@c9004982-b41c-453a-aa29-cd344abc4ec5

Importantly, young people are not just readers — they can also contribute. Students are encouraged
to suggest ideas for new articles or even write content themselves, giving them a genuine voice and
helping them develop confidence, communication skills and civic awareness.

We strongly encourage students and families to explore Curriculum for Life together. There is an
opportunity to attend a careers-related webinar here.

Message from Greater Manchester Combined Authority

GREATER
Meet Your Future — online opportunity for parents to learn how M A MANCHESTER

we can help students make informed choices about their futures. COMBINED
AUTHORITY

Free course — register here before the 11" February
Meet Your Future 2026: Digital & Technology Careers — Parents & Carers Information Session

This dedicated Parents & Carers session is designed to help you feel confident, informed and
equipped to support your young person as they explore exciting careers in Digital and Technology.
Held during National Apprenticeship Week 2026, this virtual event brings together leading digital
employers including, Microsoft, CloudCo Solutions, BAE Systems, Siemens and ITV to explain the
huge range of opportunities available and the skills young people need to succeed.

You'll gain a clear understanding of the pathways into digital careers (including apprenticeships, T
Levels, degree routes and hybrid options), the roles available, the future of the digital workforce,
and how to best support your child as they make decisions about their next steps.

Parents and Carers will learn

e What digital and technology careers really involve

e The growth of digital jobs in Greater Manchester and beyond

e How apprenticeships work in tech; entry requirements, progression and pay

e What employers like Microsoft, BAE Systems, Siemens, CloudCo Solutions and ITV look for in
young talent

e How to support your young person in developing digital skills and confidence

e The tools, language and knowledge to support conversations at home

e How The Greater Manchester Apprenticeship and Careers Service (GMACS) and school
careers guidance can support your family

You'll leave with a clearer sense of the careers and support available to your child and how you can
support them at home.

Join us for this supportive and informative National Apprenticeship Week session, help your young
person explore their future in the Digital and Technology sector.
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https://curriculumforlifegm.co.uk/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2ecf06af-0a4b-499a-9a09-5c945a706c7e@e8d8036a-b5f9-4f3f-9d36-d7cd740299bb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/meet-your-future-2026-demystifying-careers-in-digital-and-technology-pc-tickets-1977601041952?aff=oddtdtcreator

— NATIONAL
APPRENTICESHIP
— WEEK 2026

Virtual Work Experience with HSBC

) HsBC

As part of National Apprenticeship Week, HSBC have this important
message:

At HSBC, we believe apprenticeships are the future of the workforce — a gateway to valuable skills
and meaningful careers. National Apprenticeship Week is a time to celebrate the incredible
opportunities apprenticeships offer to young people, parents, and educators.

We are excited to invite your students, parents and teachers to a series of virtual events designed to
ultimately inform and inspire young people

Virtual Events for Everyone

HSBC & You - Come and explore HSBC and the world of opportunity
Tuesday 10 February from 6pm until 7pm
Register here

Be inspired by HSBC Apprentices - Discover the experiences of HSBC Apprentices and gain insights
into their professional journey. This event also offers a valuable opportunity to engage directly and
pose questions to the apprentices

Wednesday 11 February from 6pm until 7pm

Register here

Explore various career pathways and discover methods to identify potential opportunities - An
event for student and parents. Explore a range of emerging talent pathways and uncover ways to
identify potential opportunities and selection methods.

Thursday 12 February from 6pm until 7pm

Register here

Virtual Events for Parents
How to support young people - Facilitating parental support in guiding their child's career initiation.
Monday 9 February from 6pm until 7pm

Register here

We look forward to inspiring all students and helping them take their first steps towards exciting
career opportunities. Let’s celebrate the National Apprenticeship Week together.
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https://hsbc.zoom.us/meeting/register/lL7L1qvCQf6iyaBsej3voA
https://hsbc.zoom.us/meeting/register/D0OLhwKyR0CIMlPub0aMxA
https://hsbc.zoom.us/meeting/register/rqkFPakmSzCYAxkS7zXFfA
https://hsbc.zoom.us/meeting/register/NvzfDsCKSkud8LxkzWS5Kw

Message from Active Tameside

Active Tameside have recently updated their weekly community timetable.

ACTVE

TAMESIDE

Community Provision

Mainstream and Youth Community Sessions
Day Time Activity Venue Age | Price
Monday 5.00-6.00pm | Football Active Copley — Astroturf 10-146 | £2
Tuesday 5:00-46:30pm | Multi-sports Active Medlock 8-16 |£2
5:00-7:00pm | Youth Bowling Tameside Wellness Centre 816 | £2
Wednesday | 5:30-7:30pm | Youth Swim, Slide and Active Hyde 816 |£2
Waves
Thursday 4.45-5.30pm | Little Athletes Active Oxford Park 6-9 £3.50
5.00-6.00pm [ Football Active Ken Ward 10-16 | £2
Friday 5:30-7:30pm | Multi-sports & Wellbeing | Active Oxford Park 8-16 |£2
All sessions can be booked here: Active Youth Community
A message from our Catering Team
This week, we will be serving:
Main Hatch
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Lasagne with Garlic Beef Hotpotwith Raoast Dinner with Chicken Chow Mein Fish, Chips and Peas
Bread Peas Trimmings

Frittata with Potatoes

and Sweefcom

Jacket potato and

filling

Yeg Chilli with Rice

Jacket potato and

filling

Yeggie Roast Dinner

with Trimmings

Jacket potato and

filling

Chickpea Stir Fry

Jacket potato and

filling
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https://eequ.org/activeyouthcommunity

ws Grab & Go

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Chilli and Rice Chinese Chicken with Spicy Chilli Beef in a Jerk Chicken with Sausage, Chips and
Rice Wrap Rice Peas

*= Juice Bar

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Chicken Burger in a Bun Jumbo Sausage Roll Pizza Slice Cheese and Pepperoni Beef Burgerin a Bun
Panini

And week commencing 23" Feb

Main Hatch

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Cottage Pie and Chicken Curry with Rice Roast Dinner with Meatball Marinara Fish and Chips

Peas Trimmings Pasta

Chickpea Curry and Vegetarian Sausage with WYeggie Roast with Cheese Whirl with Cheese Pasty, Chips
Rice Potatoes and Vegetables Trimmings Potatoes and Beans and Beans
Jarket potato and Jacket potato and filling Jarket potato and Jacket potato and Jacket potato and
filling filling filling filling

ws Grab & Go

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Chinese Chicken with Pasta Bolognaise Spicy Beef Kebab on Pepperoni Pasta Sausage, Chips and Peas
Rice Maan Bread

= Juice Bar

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Jumbo Hotdog Pizza Slice Chicken Burger Cheese and Beef Burger in a Bun

Pepperoni Panini
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Academic Year 2025 to 26
The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows:
Spring Term

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 13" February and re-open on Monday 23™ February.
We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 27" March.

Summer Term

The Academy opens for students on Monday 13 April.

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 4" May.

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 22" May and re-open on Monday 1st June.
We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 16" July.

e On Tuesday 10' February there is a Year 10 Triple Science event at the Bridgewater Hall

e Year 8 Parents/Carers Evening takes place on Thursday 12" February: 3.45pm — 6.45pm

e Years 8-10 will be involved in an ‘Explore’ event delivered by Clarendon Sixth Form College
and Tameside College on Thursday 12t February

e Friday 13" February is a Pride Day

e Year 10 are at the JD UP Careers event at Manchester Central on Wednesday 25" February

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING?

(]
TAMERIVER (@) everyone

TEACHING & CURRICULUM ‘J. learn!ng

INSTITUTE

If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute
through the School Led Route in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher,
Tame River Teaching and Curriculum Institute.

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE
with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.

School Led training allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial
Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and
focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.

The Tame River Educational Trust plays host to training and placements in very strong schools
(Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we are
working in partnership with other schools in Tameside. Bursaries are available!

For further information please contact K.Oag@mossleyhollins.com
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options
Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1




