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Droylsden Academy is a good school

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS

Year 11 — GCSE Countdown

There are now just seven school weeks remaining — only 38 days in lessons — before the GCSE
examination period begins.

You are entering the final stage of your five-year journey at Droylsden Academy. For many of you, the
opportunities available after this summer will be shaped directly by the effort you make between now
and your exams. This is the moment where your focus matters most.

There are no shortcuts to success. Exam outcomes are earned through consistent attendance,
disciplined revision, and purposeful use of every lesson and independent study session. Students who
take responsibility for their learning, seek support when needed, and prepare thoroughly will put

themselves in the strongest possible position. Those who do not will limit their own future choices.

The coming weeks are critical so use your time wisely. Attend every lesson, complete all revision
tasks, ask questions and practise your exam skills.

Take ownership of your progress. Your future starts now — make these final weeks count.

National Apprenticeship Week and National Careers Week

To mark these two weeks dedicated to exploring Post-16 pathways, Academy students took part in a
range of events.
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Year 10 JD UP Careers Experience

Our Year 10 students descended on
Manchester Central for the JD UP
careers event, a vast, high-energy day of
exploration, ambition and hands-on
learning.

Students threw themselves into a wide
range of career pathways through
immersive activities, practical challenges
and conversations with professionals
from across different industries. From
problem-solving tasks and creative
workshops to employer-led skills
challenges, the event offered a taste of
the world of work and the opportunities
that exist beyond the Academy.
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Guest speakers encouraged students to think big about their
futures and it turned out to be educational for staff too, some
of whom were introduced to the cultural phenomenon that is
Angry Ginge. Mr Ginge was one of the speakers and, judging by
the reaction, may now outrank several traditional career
pathways in terms of popularity.

More seriously, staff were extremely proud of how positively our
students represented the Academy. They were engaged, respectful
and enthusiastic throughout which is no small achievement in what
can only be described as an aircraft hangar filled with 2,500 teenagers.

A huge well done to Year 10 for embracing the experience and thank
you to everyone who helped make this opportunity possible.
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National Apprenticeship Week — Post 16 Pathways

As part of National Apprenticeship Week, students in Years 8, 9 and 10 recently took part in an engaging
careers event at Droylsden Academy, welcoming staff from Tameside College and Clarendon Sixth Form
College.

' The event gave students the opportunity to explore a
wide range of post-16 options, helping them to better
understand the different qualification pathways available
after school. Interactive stalls and activities covered
areas including Construction, Health & Social Care,
Digital/Computing, A Levels, Sport and Outdoor learning,
as well as Apprenticeships. Students were able to ask
questions directly to college staff and gain valuable
insight into both academic and vocational routes.
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Behaviour and engagement throughout the
event were excellent, with students showing

real curiosity, maturity and enthusiasm as they
explored their future options. They
represented the Academy superbly.

Opportunities like this play an important role in

supporting informed decision-making and raising

aspirations, and we are proud of how positively our

students approached the experience.
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Continuing the careers theme, Year 9 Science students were treated to a fascinating real-world
careers talk this week from Chris Kinnaird, a Chief Mate in the Merchant Navy.

Chris gave students a behind-the-scenes look at life at sea, sharing stories from his own career and
explaining the huge range of opportunities available from navigation and engineering to logistics and
operations on board modern ships that travel all over the world.
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A key focus of the session was how science plays a vital role in maritime careers. Students learned
how subjects like physics, chemistry and environmental science are used every day — whether that’s
understanding weather systems, managing ship stability, working with engines, or protecting marine
environments. Chris highlighted that having a strong grasp of science can really open doors in the
Merchant Navy and beyond.

Students were highly engaged, asking thoughtful questions about training routes, life on board, and
what it’s really like working at sea. It was a brilliant opportunity to connect classroom learning to
exciting real-world careers — and for many, a first glimpse of a pathway they hadn’t previously
considered. A big thank you to Chris for inspiring our Year 9s and helping them see where science can
take them.

Friday Pride Day

Both staff and students enjoyed
another successful Friday Pride
Day event. Over 80 students
were invited to attend by staff
presenting golden and diamond
tickets for their outstanding work
and collecting a fantastic prize.

Students love Friday Pride Day and we love celebrating with our students.
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Folabomi Awojuola: / was so pleased to be awarded the diamond ticket for my excellent achievement of
100% in the Psychology Assessment. | felt very proud because | was recognised for my achievement in
Psychology and how hard | work. It made me very happy. There were so many prizes on offer | didn’t
know what to pick! | think Friday Pride Day is such a good idea as it motivates people to do better and
work harder.
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Lexie Williams

I was awarded a golden ticket by my teacher in Maths for my excellent effort and hard work. | felt very
proud and happy to be rewarded. There is such a good selection of prizes, | managed to get some
highlighters that | can use for English revision work. Friday Pride Day is such a good way of showing
student achievement publicly.

Lottie Stanley

My Science teacher gave me a golden ticket because she said that | always work incredibly hard every
lesson to produce excellent work and that | have an excellent attitude to learning, and my work is always
well-presented work. | felt really proud and happy to be recognised for my hard work. There was so much
to choose from at the prizes table, it’s really encouraging.

" pmiDAY
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Here is the full list of Friday Pride Day winners:

Ife Ajayi, Callum Callaghan, Tejiri
Emorhokpor, Alissa-Lilly Foster, Daphne
Horridge, Jake Howard, Jaxon Mccartney,
Rishi Mistry, Lorrianna Nevins, Rex Pang,
Ibrahim Sajid, Katie Smith, Miley Barnes,
Maddie Chadwick, Maisy Farrell, Emma
Hartley, Emilea-Grace Healey, Holly Keenan,
Mason Kilgour, Tyler Lloyd, Tyler Lloyd, Max
McGlynn, Kameel Mohammed, MJ Oke, MJ

Oke, Millie Phillipson, Rachael Qing, Jemimah FHIDA Y PH“JE Upﬂ

Sankah, Lyle Williamson, Leo Woolley,

Amelia Yates, Alexandra Zinyk, Miracle Agho, Daisy Benson, Leighton Hall, Samuel Hopwood, Daniel
Kelly, Alex Kendall, Amareece Odigie, Taliyah Onile-Ere, Riley Reddicen, Dottie Siddall, Lottie Stanley,
Isabelle Voong, Lexi Williams, Tameem Aburas, Angeleen Bhatti, Brooke Bowden, Nawaab Faisal,
Emily Finerty, Tanisha Guishard, Nadiia Havami, Kylo Kidd, Mike Lor, Lily-Mae Nicholls, Lily-Mae
Nicholls, Emma Petrova, Rosie Sawyer, Holly Taylor, Joshua Torskyj, Evie Wilson, Sophie Yu, Hassan
Alesmaail, Folabomi Awojuola, Madalyn Baldwin, Marvin Chukwuma, Keenan Cornwall, Jayden
Dewsbury, Leyla Francis, Ruby Golborn, Isabelle Handley, Tia Hart, Callum Haworth, Ryan Lam, Lacie
Nevins, Hannah Phillips, Eden Rutter, Stephanie Sargaco, Miriam Sousa, Erin Watson, Joshua
Whitehead, Kelsey Wong and Donny Zheng.

Religious Studies

8Y1 have produced a fantastic selection of Religious Studies homework this week, exploring some of
life’s big religious questions. The quality of thought, creativity and effort on display has been
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impressive across the class.
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A special thank you to Briar Maxwell, who created an
excellent poster to support their learning —
unfortunately we didn’t manage to capture a
photograph, but it certainly didn’t go unnoticed.

Maths

Mrs Egan’s Year 10 Maths class have been wrestling
with some seriously tricky probability tree questions.

Negative

.
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Judging by these photos, they've got
things so under control that Mrs
Egan may soon need to update her
Cv.

Students confidently took on the
role of teacher, supporting each
other and leading the learning. It’s
fantastic to see students this
engaged and is proof that when
teaching really lands, learners don’t
just follow they take over.

Lego Elective

Our Thursday lunchtime LEGO Club in D55 with Mr Collinge continues to go from
strength to strength. Students have embraced the chance to be creative, work
collaboratively and enjoy some calm, hands-on building during lunch. It's been
great to see students sharing ideas, developing their designs and taking pride in
their creations.
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Chess Elective

The Chess Elective has been buzzing over the
past few weeks as students competed in our
latest tournament — and there’s been one clear
winner every time: Year 7's Misha Nosov.
Despite valiant efforts from a number of Year 11
students (who really should know better), no one
has yet managed to topple Misha from the top
spot. Calm, focused and ruthlessly strategic,
Misha has been quietly dismantling opponents
left, right and centre. Does anyone think they
can beat him? Come on down and find out.
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STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT

Nominated by Miss Patel as Science student of the Fortnight, Chase Barker from Year 11has shown
outstanding dedication in the lead-up to his final PPEs. He worked consistently hard, stayed focused,
and approached his revision with real determination — and it’s paid off, with an improvement of
almost a whole grade since his last set of exams. A fantastic achievement and a great example of what
effort and perseverance can accomplish.

MJ Oke was nominated in Maths by Mr
Cadwallader: MJ consistently demonstrates
excellent focus and works incredibly hard in
every Maths lesson. Her bookwork is always
neat and well presented, she actively
participates in lessons, and homework is
consistently completed on time. Her dedication
and effort are clearly paying off, and MJ should
be very proud of the progress she is making in
Maths.

In English, Mr Mayell has chosen Year 10’s Ezekiel
Adesanya who is always focussed and attentive in class -
he contributes to discussion whenever he can,
volunteering answers and answering well

when questioned. His enthusiasm and politeness make
him a real pleasure to work with and he shows real
determination. Ezekiel is keen to do well and | am very
much looking forward to marking his T2 assessments - he
wrote up until the very last second and didn't stop, even
when the buzzer went for the end of the lesson!
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In Humanities we are pleased to recognise the
hard work of the following students:

Ollie Smith (Year 8 — History), nominated by
Miss Naylor, has impressed with his
phenomenal historical knowledge and his
ability to explain complex historical events
clearly in his own words, a fantastic skill that
shows real depth of understanding.

Olivia Stanner (Year 11 — Religious Studies),
nominated by Mrs Bugler, continues to go
above and beyond in every lesson. Her
exceptional revision notes show real
dedication, and this hard work will
undoubtedly pay off in her upcoming PPEs.

. Kimberley Hosker-Fagg (Year 7 — Geography), selected by
Miss Davidson. Kimberley consistently demonstrates a deep
N understanding of Geography and produces work of a very
high standard. Her strong work ethic and genuine interest
in the subject are reflected in her excellent performance.

Great Learners are
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REMINDERS AND MESSAGES

Good attendance is vital to success. Every school day helps students build knowledge, skills, and
confidence — and every missed lesson means missed learning that can’t be fully replaced. Being in

school consistently keeps you on track, helps you develop positive habits, and strengthens your
connections with teachers and friends.

Every single day matters, and each opportunity in the
classroom helps shape your future success.

Be Here

“ !/
9,.0

Here is the WOW of the Week Attendance Leaderboard for
the past two weeks — congratulations to all our winners!

to Belong

Best attendance
this week goes to...

11D ° 100% -
10R 100%
SN 96%

88 98.7%
7D 98.8%

Well done everyone!
You will receive 5 PP
each. Keepitup! .

Well done
You will receive 5 PP

each. Keep it up!
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Droylsden Academy — Vacancies on the Local Governing Body

Droylsden Academy is a co-educational 11-16 secondary school in Droylsden, with a roll of 935
students. Itis the founding member school of the Tame River Educational Trust (TRET), which
comprises three secondary schools within Tameside and is sponsored by Tameside College.

Droylsden Academy is a highly successful school delivering strong academic results, providing
excellent student support and offering a wide range of extra-curricular activities, resulting in the

school being heavily oversubscribed for many years.

The school’s three core values are that great learning comes from:

. Politeness
. Hard Work
o Honesty.

These values help underpin TRET’s Mission:

The Tame River Educational Trust is a Multi-Academy Trust whose mission is to challenge
educational and social disadvantage by establishing great schools in which to learn, teach and
belong, and which promote learning, develop character, value diversity and build cultural capital. By
the age of 16 we aim for every student to progress to suitably challenging post-16 studies and
apprenticeships.

The Local Governing Body supports and holds the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team to
account for the performance of the school. It also provides a stakeholder voice through its elected
Parent and Staff Governors. Specific responsibilities of the Local Governing Body are delegated by
the Trust Board via a Scheme of Delegation.

The Droylsden Academy Local Governing Body is currently looking to recruit further Governors to
strengthen its team. We are looking for individuals with a broad range of skills and experience, but
are particularly interested in those with a background in education, business leadership.

If you are interested in becoming a Governor, please find further details and complete the
application form found here and send to Nils Elgar (Clerk to the Local Governing Body)
at nelgar@tret.org.uk

Alternatively, if you would like to discuss the role further, please also contact the Clerk at the email
address provided.

Applicants are advised to check the attached eligibility criteria and note that any appointment is
subject to satisfactory DBS check, references and other relevant checks.

John Rogers
Chair of Governors, Droylsden Academy
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Safe Gaming: Finding the Right Balance

Gaming is a big part of many young people’s lives — and when used
sensibly, it can be a positive experience. Video games can help students
relax, build problem-solving skills, develop teamwork through online play,
and even spark creativity. For many children, gaming is also a way to stay
socially connected with friends.

However, like anything, it works best in moderation. We’re encouraging families to support healthy
gaming habits, especially around:

Screen Time

Spending long periods on screens can affect sleep, concentration, and mood. Too much gaming —
particularly late into the evening — can make it harder for students to settle, leading to tiredness in
school the next day.

A regular routine, with clear limits on gaming time (especially on school nights), can make a big
difference.

Sleep Matters

Going to bed late to “finish one more level” quickly adds up. A good night’s sleep supports learning,
memory, and emotional wellbeing. Try to build in a wind-down period away from screens before
bedtime.

Fresh Air, Sunlight & Exercise

Long gaming sessions indoors can mean missing out on vital fresh air and movement. Getting outside
— whether it’s walking, cycling, playing sport, or simply spending time with friends — boosts physical
health and mental wellbeing. Sunlight also helps regulate sleep patterns and improve mood.

Staying Social

Online gaming can be social, but it shouldn’t replace face-to-face friendships. Encouraging real-world
interaction helps students develop confidence, communication skills, and resilience.

The Goal: Balance
We're not saying gaming is “bad” — far from it. Many games promote strategic thinking,
collaboration, and perseverance. The key is balance:

e Setreasonable daily limits

e Protect bedtime routines

e Build in outdoor time every day

e Encourage offline hobbies and social activities

e Talk regularly with your child about what they’re playing and who they’re playing with
Health guidance from organisations such as NHS consistently highlights the importance of combining
screen time with sleep, physical activity, and real-world connection.
By working together — school and home — we can help students enjoy gaming safely while also
supporting their physical health, emotional wellbeing, and readiness to learn.

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work



A message from our Catering Team

Our fantastic canteen staff have worked hard to celebrate the Lunar New Year festival, which is the
period from 17th February to the 3™ of March 2026 - the Year of the Fire Horse.

This week, we will be serving:

|| Main Hatch

Monday

Sausage and Mash

Yegagie Sausage and
Mash

Jacket potato and
filling

Tuesday

Butter Chicken with

Rice

MacnCheese

Jacket potato and

filling

Wednesday

Roast Dinner with

Trimmings

Yeggie Roast
Chinner with

Trimmings

Jacket potato and

filling

Thursday

Steak Bake with Potatoes

and Peas

Cheese and Onion Pie,

Potatoes and Sweetcorm

Jacket potato and filling
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Friday

Fish Fingers, Chips and

Peas
Yegaie Burger Chips

and Beans

Jacket potato and
filling



% Grab & Go

Monday Tuesday

BBQ Pasta Bake Chicken Curry and

Rice

= Juice Bar

Monday Tuesday

Jumbo Sausage in a Chicken Burger

Rall
And week commencing 9" March
Main Hatch
Monday Tuesday
Lasagne with Garlic Beef Hotpot with
Bread Peas

Frittata with Potatoes Yeq Chilli with Rice

and Sweetcorn

Jacket potato and Jacket potato and

filling filling

ws Grab & Go

Monday Tuesday

Chilli and Rice Chinese Chicken with

Rice

= Juice Bar

Monday Tuesday

Chicken Burgerin a Bun

Jumbo Sausage Roll

Wednesday

Spicy Chilli Beef with
Wedqges

Wednesday Thursday Friday
Pizza Slice Cheese and
Pepperoni Panini
Wednesday Thursday

Roast Dinner with

Trimmings

Weqgie Roast Dinner

with Trimmings

Jacket potato and

filling

Wednesday

Spicy Chilli Beefin a

Thursday

Sweet Chilli Chicken
with Rice

Chicken Chow Mein

Chickpea Stir Fry

Jacket potato and

filling

Thursday

Jerk Chicken with

Wrap Rice
Wednesday Thursday
Pizza Slice Cheese and Pepperoni

Fanini
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Friday

Sausage, Chips and Peas

Jumbo Sausage Roll

Friday

Fish, Chips and Peas

Yeqgie Sausage, Chips

and Beans

Jacket potato and filling

Friday

Sausage, Chips and

Peas

Friday

Beef Burgerin a Bun



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Academic Year 2025 to 26

The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows:
Spring Term

We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 27" March.

Summer Term

The Academy opens for students on Monday 13 April.

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 4" May.

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 22" May and re-open on Monday 1st June.
We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 16" July.

e Year 11 Parents/Carers Evening takes place on Thursday 5" March from 3.45pm — 6.45pm

e On Monday 9% of March there is a partial Drop Down Day for Years 7, 8 and 9: Respect

e On Friday 13™ March Year 8 TRET Maths Battle at Mossley Hollins High School

e On Monday 16™ March Year 10 have their ‘Becoming an Adult’ Drop Down Day

e On Tuesday 17" and Wednesday the 18™°f March there is a Year 10 GCSE Photography trip
to Manchester

e From Tuesday 17t until Friday 20" March Year 11 have GCSE Speaking and Listening exams

e It's Character Awards Evening on Wednesday 18™ March.
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EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING?

]
TAMERIVER @A) everyone

TEACHING & CURRICULUM ‘J‘ Iearn!ng

INSTITUTE

If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute
through the School Led Route in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher,
Tame River Teaching and Curriculum Institute.

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE
with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.

School Led training allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial
Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and
focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.

The Tame River Educational Trust plays host to training and placements in very strong schools
(Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we are
working in partnership with other schools in Tameside. Bursaries are available!

For further information please contact K.Oag@mossleyhollins.com
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options
Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1
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