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Droylsden Academy is a good school

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS

Year 11 — GCSE Countdown

There are now just five school weeks remaining, that is only 28 days in lessons before the GCSE
examination period begins.

You are entering the final stage of your five-year journey at Droylsden Academy. For many of you, the
opportunities available after this summer will be shaped directly by the effort you make between now
and your exams. This is the moment where your focus matters most.

There are no shortcuts to success. Exam outcomes are earned through consistent attendance,
disciplined revision, and purposeful use of every lesson and independent study session. Students who
take responsibility for their learning, seek support when needed, and prepare thoroughly will put
themselves in the strongest possible position. Those who do not will limit their own future choices.

The coming weeks are critical so use your time wisely. Attend every lesson, complete all revision
tasks, ask questions and practise your exam skills.

Take ownership of your progress. Your future starts now so make these final weeks count.

Details about revision sessions over the Easter holiday can be found in the ‘Reminders and
Messages’ section near to the end of this edition of Newsflash.
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International Women’s Day — Careers in Science

In Science, students explored careers in the field by learning about influential women scientists in
recognition of International Women’s Day. They discovered how Marie Curie advanced medical
science through her work on radioactivity, how Rachel Carson helped spark environmental
awareness, and how Sally Ride broke barriers as the first American woman in space. Students also
learned about Grace Hopper’s role in shaping modern computing, Rosalind Franklin’s contribution to
our understanding of DNA, and Jane Goodall’s

groundbreaking research into animal behaviour and
conservation. . e ! |

Modern Foreign Languages Careers Event

A group of our MFL students recently attended an
inspiring careers event at the Brian Clarke Academy in
Oldham, designed to highlight how learning a Modern
Foreign Language can become a powerful employability
skill in the future. The event explored how languages can
open doors to international opportunities and help
students stand out in an increasingly competitive job
market. B
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Students were treated to an engaging keynote speech from David Binns, former CEO of Sanako Ltd,
who shared insights into how languages can enhance careers across a wide range of industries. His

message was clear: the ability to communicate in another language is a skill that employers value
highly.

The day also included a lively careers fair,
where students explored further and higher
education pathways linked to language
learning, discovering how languages can
connect to careers in business, travel,
diplomacy, education and many other fields.

Finally, a memorable highlight of the day, at least for
one very excited member of staff, was the journey
itself, which included travelling on the Manchester
United team bus!
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Droylsden Academy students contribute to the equalex Pilot at GMCA

J

Three of our Year 10 students (Lily-Mae
Nicholls, Rosie Sawyer and Martha Bell)
recently attended the prestigious offices of the
Greater Manchester Combined Authority in
Manchester city centre, where they worked
alongside GMCA staff and students from other
schools across Greater Manchester.
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Droylsden Academy is proud to be part of the equalex pilot programme, an
ambitious initiative designed to revolutionise work experience so that it
becomes more inclusive, meaningful and closely aligned with the modern
labour market across Greater Manchester and the Northwest. A key aim of

. l:eg};vxﬁ;iew the programme is to create a clear line of sight between education and
g L g careers, ensuring that young people understand how their learning connects
S ANGHESTER : 4 - e to future opportunities. Our students attended as representatives of the

' Droylsden Academy student body, helping to ensure that the voices and

experiences of our young people are heard as the programme develops.
Working collaboratively with students from other schools, they will help co-
construct a high-quality work experience model that reflects the realities and

demands of the contemporary world of work.

This is an exciting opportunity for our students to play a
genuine role in shaping the future of work experience across
Greater Manchester.

You can get a flavour of the equalex vision and objectives by
watching this short video:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19HVRGIOBLaXoOQXmtTG7nXIcVeEDwheG/view

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work
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Sports Performers of the Month

This month’s Key Stage 3 Sports Performer of
the Month is Leo Roberts. Mr Rick nominated
Leo for his consistently excellent behaviour
and outstanding attitude to learning across all
areas of PE. Leo approaches every activity
with enthusiasm, effort and positivity, making
him a very deserving winner.

Our Key Stage 4 winner is Tia Hart, nominated
by Mrs Foley for her outstanding commitment
to her GCSE Dance course. Tia has shown
exceptional dedication in recent weeks,
putting in tremendous effort to refine her set
phrases and develop her performance. Her
hard work and determination have been clear
to see, and she should be extremely proud of
her progress.

Year 7 CPR Training - Life Skills

Recently, our Year 7 students took part in CPR
training, learning the vital skills needed to
respond in a life-threatening emergency.

’2 DROYLSDEN

SPORTS PERFORMERS OF THE
MONTH

CONGRATULATIONS!

During the session, students were taught how to perform
CPR safely and effectively, including the latest CPR guidance
and protocols introduced in February 2026.

The training provided students with the opportunity to
practise these important life-saving techniques and build
their confidence in responding to an emergency situation. At
the end of the session, students were awarded a certificate

| recognising their completion of this key life-skills training.

~| The attitude, focus and maturity shown by our Year 7 cohort
throughout the course was excellent.
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Library News

Each spring, the Droylsden Academy Library becomes a hive of activity as we celebrate a range of
important national events that place reading, aspiration and inspiration firmly at the heart of school
life.

World Book Day is always a joyful celebration of reading and storytelling, and this year our students
marked the occasion by taking part in The Big Book Quiz. The quiz tested students’ literary
knowledge across a wide range of books and
authors.

What made the challenge even more impressive was
that students relied only on their own knowledge
and the books on the library shelves to help them.
The standard was extremely high and the
competition was fierce:

3rd place runners up:
Izzy Parker and Ruby-Mae Cowley

2nd place runner up:
Nadiya Tiplady (Head Student Librarian)

1st place runners up:
Abbie Varley, Brianna Hunking and Olivia Jarvis

Winners:

1st PLACE
Lexi Williams

Lexi Williams and Skyla
Murphy (both Student
Librarians)

The winners and runners-up received some fantastic prizes, and all participants were invited to
choose a novella of their own to take home and enjoy — because, after all, the best reward for
celebrating books is another great book to read.
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‘ From 2nd—-7th March, the library also supported National Careers Week,
encouraging students to start thinking about their future pathways.

Throughout the week, students engaged in a range of activities designed to
spark conversation and reflection about skills, interests and possible careers.

Parents and carers who would like to start similar conversations at home may
find the ‘Who Are We?’ worksheet particularly useful. This free resource is

| available from the National Careers Week
website:

Sunday 8th March marked the 115th International Women’s Day, and
on the following Monday the Library invited students and staff to
‘Shine a Light’ on the women they most admire.

Many inspiring figures were
recognised, including Malala
Yousafzai, Madonna and Greta
Thunberg.

Droylsden Academy Library
is shining a light on

However, the activity also highlighted something equally powerful: for many of our students, the
women who inspire them most are much closer to home: Mothers, grandmothers and caregivers
were mentioned time and again, reminding us how important the women in our lives are in shaping

who we become
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International
Women'’s Day

As 2026 marks the National Year of Reading, the Library remains as committed as ever to
encouraging students to read widely and for pleasure. Peers can be incredibly powerful role models

when it comes to reading, and we are therefore delighted to introduce the first of our Library
Luminaries — Jason Bakisa.
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The theme of the National Year of Reading is “Go All In!”, and Jason certainly embodies this spirit. He
is an enthusiastic reader who devours graphic novels and comic books on a daily basis. Jason is also a
member of the brilliant Superhero Elective (Wednesday lunchtime in P31 — see Mr Tiley for more
information). Bravo, Jason — and happy reading!

English - World Book Day

Beyond the Library, we also celebrated World Book Day 2026 with our annual Year 7 'Artistic
Representation of a Book' competition. Once again, there were some magnificent efforts and
entries with many students' work being highlighted for special commendation.

However, there could only be a few select winners and they were: in joint fourth place, Harry
Yeomans for his Holes based treasure chest and Allycia Kennedy for her James and the Giant Peach
sculpture.

e gou e o peastemner e In third place was Esmae Ellison for her The Other Side of Truth acrylic
g painting. In second place was Tooba A Shafiq for his modelling clay figures
from Sandstorm Shadows.

WORLD

BOOK
DAY

5 MARCH 2026

Finally, first prize went to Eva Fagan for her outstanding Hocus
Pocus Spellbook, complete with a sinister eye! Well done to all.
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ELECTIVES ROUND-UP

History & Politics Elective

Students took part in a mock by-election to explore how by-elections work and their role in a
democratic system.

Students examined the national and local policies of a range of political parties — including how
these might impact communities such as Denton and Gorton — before debating their potential
influence at both local and national level.

Following thoughtful discussion and consideration, students cast their votes. The results (ahead of
the actual by-election) were:

e Green Party — 11 votes
e Communist Party — 2 votes
e Reform Party — 1 vote

A fantastic example of students engaging with real-world political processes and developing their
understanding of democracy in action.

Gardening Elective

The start of the spring term has seen our
Gardening Elective students busy planting
potatoes in preparation for the summer
harvest. Thanks to the generous donations
of seed potatoes, our Gardening Club
members were able to get straight to work,
and they are already looking forward to
seeing the results later in the year.

Over the coming weeks, we expect to see
our spring flowers begin to bloom, bringing
some much-needed colour to the garden.
This will also mark the start of our next
stage of planting, as students begin sowing
seeds that will grow into crops for our
summer and autumn harvests. It’s an
exciting time in the garden as the new
growing season begins.
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Einstein’s Elective

Students in Einstein’s Elective explored the dramatic
collapsing can experiment. By heating a small
amount of water inside the can, steam was
produced which pushed the air out. When the can
was quickly inverted into cold water, the steam
condensed, causing a rapid drop in pressure inside.
The greater atmospheric pressure outside then
crushed the can. A brilliant demonstration of the
power of air pressure in action!

Football Electives

Our Year 8 boys’ football team produced an
outstanding performance in their Tameside Cup
Quarter Final, defeating Copley to secure their place
in the next round. The team dominated the first
half, taking a commanding 8—0 lead into the break,
before eventually running out 9—4 winners.

The victory means the team now progress to the
Tameside Cup Semi-Final, where they will face
Laurus Ryecroft.

Man of the Match: Leo Woolley

This result also marks a fantastic
milestone for the Academy, as all
of our Key Stage 3 boys’ football
teams have now reached at least
the Tameside Cup Semi-Final. A
brilliant achievement and a
testament to the commitment
and talent across our football
programme.
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Our Under 13 Girls’ Football Team produced an excellent performance this week, securing a 4-2 cup
victory against St Thomas More in an exciting and hard-fought match.

The team showed great determination, teamwork and attacking quality throughout the game.
Maddie Chadwick led the scoring with an impressive two goals, while Libbie King and Macy

Marshall also found the net to complete a fantastic win for the Academy.

The victory sees the team progress to the next round of the cup, where they will face Laurus
Ryecroft.

Team: MJ Oke, Evie Clancy, Alissa Foster, Grace Walker, Macy Marshall, Sabrin Abdelhai, Olivia
Phillips, Mia Stout, Libbie King, Maddie Chadwick.

A brilliant team effort from everyone involved. Well done to the whole squad!

Badminton

Our Key Stage 4 Badminton team took part in their first regional competition last week, competing
against several local schools from across Tameside. The team performed superbly throughout the
tournament and finished in an impressive third place overall.

There was some excellent singles and doubles badminton on display, with students showing great
skill, teamwork and determination in every match. We are incredibly pleased with the progress this
team has made since the start of the year, and this result reflects the hard work and commitment
they have shown in training.
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Lunch

After School

Monday

Electives (September 2025)

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

DROYLSDEN

Friday

Footbal {Astro) Football {Astro) Football (Astro) Football (Astro) Football (Astro)
Trampalining Volleyball Trampolining Volleyball Wolleyball
B — Y7 Outdoor Table Tennis Table Tennis ‘GCSE Dance Year 7 Qutdoor Table Tennis
British Sign Language (116) Do Chess (MOZ) Chess (MOZ)
Droylsden Voices [P4) s
Guital P |
" ” ArtClub (Art Department) Superhero Elective (P31) uitar an u (P4) Drarma Club (P48)
ArtClub {Art department) International Film Club I Einstein’s Club (T26) Writing Club (114)
=R RIEE Quiz Club (M15) Sonic Screen (M27)
Advanced Choir (P4)
ArtClub (Art Department] History and Politics (M15)
Fantasy Football [P5)
D.LY. (Technology)
Droylsden Debating Uni 14
roylsden ating Union (14) News @ 1 (Library)
ArtClub (Art Department)
Basketball Table Tennis Puzzle Club (T21) Girls Football Year 10 Football (Week B)
Year 7 Football VYear 8 &9 Foathall Badminton SIELIGIDIG)
N Netball Gardening Club (T7)
Dance Academy (s e () Band Practice (P4)
Robot Club (17) Qutdoor Adventure Fitness Suite S —
L {Amphitheatre) Band Practice (P4) urier s
Multi-Sports
Further Maths
i i Photography (Photography
For further information about any of these aoig Please remember to get your
Electives, please see the e-booklet in the udiol

Elective Passport signed!

‘Co-curriculum’ section of the Droylsden

MONDAY

LUNCH
ASTROTURF

TRAMPOLINING
TABLE TENNIS

AFTER SCHOOL

BASKETBALL

— YEAR 7 FOOTBALL

ﬁ DANCE ACADEMY

Academy website.

ey

TUESDAY

LUNCH

ASTROTURF
VOLLE
YEAR 7 OUTDOOR TABLE
TENNIS

AFTER SCHOOL

TABLE TENNIS
YEAR 8 &9 FOOTBALL

WEDNESDAY

ES port

lectives

LUNCH

ASTROTURF
TRAMPOLINING
TABLE TENNIS
DANCE

AFTER SCHOOL

NETBALL
FITNESS SUITE

GCSE D,

oW

3

FRIDAY

LUNCH

ASTROTURF
VOLLEYBALL
JE BOOSTER

Al R SCHOOL

GIRLS FOOTBALL
BADMINTON

LUNCH

ASTROTURF
VC EYBALL
YEAR 7 OUTDOOR TABLE
TENNIS

AFTER SCHOOL

(EAR 10 FOOTBALL (WEEK B)
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STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT

Huge congratulations to Year 11 twins Jack and Charlie Morgan,
nominated by Mr Tiley for Maths: Jack and Charlie have been
exceptional mathematicians throughout their time at the Academy,
consistently demonstrating dedication, resilience and a real flair for the
subject.

They have recently crowned this success
with outstanding performances in their
final PPE examinations both achieving
an incredible 95%. To put this into
context, results at this level place them
within the top 1% of students nationally
which is a truly remarkable
achievement.

Students
of the

ORTNIGHT
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In English, Ms Corrigan has nominated Ollie Buck from
Year 9, who has been recognised for his thoughtful and
engaging contributions in lessons during our recent poetry
study. Ollie has shown a growing confidence when sharing
ideas and interpretations, helping to enrich class
discussions. Alongside this, he has made a real effort to
improve the quality and depth of his written work,
demonstrating a positive attitude towards developing his
skills and pushing himself further.

Students
of the

FORTNIGHT,

In Science, Mrs Schofield has recognised Samuel Myerscough,
from Year 11, for the hard work and determination he shows in
every lesson. Throughout the year he has approached challenging
scientific concepts with a positive attitude, demonstrating real
resilience when tackling difficult content. Rather than being put
off by complex ideas, Sam consistently shows a willingness to
persevere and deepen his understanding, and he is a great
example of the perseverance and work ethic that leads to success
in science.

A special mention for Year 10’s Mylee
Dunbar, who continues to achieve
fantastic success in football. Mylee,
who already plays for Manchester
United’s Girls’ Academy, has now
been named captain of the Greater
Manchester County Girls’ team; a
tremendous honour and recognition
of her talent, leadership and
dedication to the sport.

Under Mylee’s captaincy, the team
recently secured an impressive 3—1
victory over Merseyside, marking a
proud moment for both Mylee and
the county side.
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To be selected for the county team is a significant
achievement in itself, but to be trusted with the
captain’s armband shows the high regard in which
Mylee is held by coaches and teammates alike.

Everyone at the Academy is incredibly proud of
Mylee’s success and we look forward to following
her continued progress on the pitch.

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES

Good attendance is vital to success. Every school day helps students build knowledge, skills, and
confidence — and every missed lesson means missed learning that can’t be fully replaced. Being in

school consistently keeps you on track, helps you develop positive habits, and strengthens your
connections with teachers and friends.

Every single day matters, and each opportunity in the classroom helps shape your future success.

Here are the WOW of the Week Attendance Leaderboards for the past two weeks — congratulations
to all our winners!

Best attendance
this week goes to...

11N 98.2%

4
10R 99.2%
9N 97.1% 0,,9
8E 99.1%
7Y 99.2%
Well done everyone! to Belong

You will receive 5 PP
each. Keep it up!
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Year 11 revision sessions over the Easter holidays

For safeguarding reasons, we are unable to offer drop-in revision sessions during the Easter holiday
programme. Each session will therefore have a clearly defined start and finish time.

This is important so that staff can sign students in and out safely and ensure that everyone on site is

accounted for. A member of staff who knows the students will be responsible for this process.

When students arrive, the member of staff running the session will meet them in the atrium, sign

them in, and then escort them to the classroom where the session will take place. At the end of the

session, students will be signed out before leaving the building.

Please ensure that students arrive on time for the start of their session, as we are unable to

supervise students on site outside the scheduled times.

Thank you for your support in helping us keep these sessions safe, organised and productive for all

students.

Marning

Afternoon

Monday 30th March

10am -12pm - History - Mrs Bugler (M18), Miss
Maylar (M1E), Mr Mosley (M15)- Opentoall
Year 11 History students,

Tuesday 31st March

10am-12pm - RS - Miss Worsley - hM17
Opento 1101 and 11B1

10am-12pm - RS - hArs Frost - W18 - 114/RS51

Wednesday 1st &pril

10am-11.30am Psychology - Mrs Marlowe,
Cpento 116 and 11C

12pm-1.30pm  English - 1¥E Wrs Marlowe.

Thursday 2nd 2pril

10arm-11.45am Spanish Higher - Mr Fitzpatrick
132 - &ll students sitting Higher paper

10am-12pm English - invited students anly

12pm-1.30pm Spanish Foundation- kr
Fitzpatrick - all students sitting Foundation
Paper

12-1.30 English -11¥1 English class

Friday 3rd April, Monday 6th April

Bank Holiday

Bank Holiday

Tuesday 7th April

10am-2pm Art catch up
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An Amazing opportunity for Year 10 Scientists - Summer School at Manchester Metropolitan
University in partnership with GM Higher

Considering studying science at college or university? Curious about how science shapes the world
around you?

Let us show you what it’s really like! Our summer school gives you the chance to explore a range of
scientific subjects, experience university-style learning, and get a real taste of life as a student.

Join us for a three-day, two-night summer programme packed with tasters, challenges, and plenty of
opportunities to discover where science could take you.

Highlights include:
e Two overnight stays in Manchester Met’s halls of residence, giving you a real taste of student
life whilst experiencing one of the UK’s largest research-led science faculties.

e Taking partin a range of inspiring subject tasters, exploring our vibrant city-centre campus,
and learning directly from our academic staff.

e Building confidence, working with others and stepping outside your comfort zone through
hands-on, interactive activities designed to stretch you (with prizes up for grabs)!

e Gaining valuable insights into higher education — what it’s really like to study at university,
how to prepare, and what your next steps could be.

Throughout the programme, our friendly Student Ambassadors will be by your side, sharing their
experiences and helping you make the most of every moment.

Expect a lively, supportive atmosphere, a touch of friendly competition and plenty of chances to ask
guestions and explore where science could take you.

More information including how to apply can be found here. Applications deadline is 6™ April

I ‘ Residential Experience

What is Scientific You?

Your own room with
en-suite

EXPERIEMCE LM ITY LIFE FC

Evening activities with
other students

Experience real university
life

MAEET SCIEMTIS

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work


https://gmhigher.ac.uk/events/scientific-you/

A message from our Catering Team
This week, we will be serving:

| | Main Hatch

Monday

Cottage Pie and

Peas

Chickpea Curry and

Rice

Jacket potato and

Tuesday

Chicken Curry with Rice

Vegetarian Sausage with

Potatoes and Vegetables

Jacket potato and filling

Wednesday

Roast Dinner with

Trimmings

Veggie Roast with

Trimmings

Jacket potato and

Thursday

Meatball Marinara

Pasta

Cheese Whirl with

Potatoes and Beans

Jacket potato and

Friday

Fish and Chips

Cheese Pasty, Chips

and Beans

Jacket potato and

filling filling filling filling
ws Grab & Go
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Chinese Chicken with Spicy Beef Kebab on Pepperoni Pasta Sausage, Chips and Peas

Rice Naan Bread

Pasta Bolognaise

= Juice Bar

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Jumbo Hotdog Pizza Slice Chicken Burger Cheese and Eeef Burger in a Bun

Pepperoni Panini
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And week commencing 23" March

1| Main Hatch

Monday

Sausage and Mash

YVeqgagie Sausage and
Mash

Jacket potato and

filling

ws Grab & Go

Monday

BBQ Pasta Bake

= Juice Bar

Monday

Jumbo Sausage in a
Roll

Tuesday

Butter Chicken with

Rice

Mac'n'Cheese

Jacket potato and

filling

Tuesday

Chicken Curry and

Tuesday

Chicken Burger

Wednesday

Roast Dinner with

Trimmings

Yeqggie Roast
Dinner with

Trimmings

Jacket potato and

filling

Wednesday

Spicy Chilli Beef with

Thursday

Steak Bake with Potatoes

and Peas

Cheese and Onion Pig,

Potatoes and Sweetcomn

Jacket potato and filling

Thursday

Sweet Chilli Chicken

Wedges with Rice
Wednesday Thursday Friday
Pizza Slice Cheese and

Pepperani Panini

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

Friday

Fish Fingers, Chips and

Peas
YVeqgaie Burger Chips

and Beans

Jacket potato and

filling

Friday

Sausage, Chips and Peas

Jumbo Sausage Roll



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Academic Year 2025 to 26

The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows:
Spring Term

We close for the Easter Holiday on Friday 27" March.

Summer Term

The Academy opens for students on Monday 13 April.

We will be closed for May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 4" May.

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 22" May and re-open on Monday 1st June.
We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 16" July.

e On Monday 16™ March Year 10 have their ‘Becoming an Adult’ Drop Down Day

e On Tuesday 17", Wednesday 18™, Tuesday 24" and Wednesday 25™ March there are Year
10 GCSE Photography trips to Manchester

e From Tuesday 17" until Friday 20" March Year 11 have GCSE Speaking and Listening exams

e Friday 27" March is Friday Pride Day.

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING?

e
TIMERIVER (@) everyone

TEACHING & CURRICULUM “./ Iearn!ng

INSTITUTE

If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute
through the School Led Route in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher,
Tame River Teaching and Curriculum Institute.

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE
with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.

School Led training allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial
Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and
focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.

The Tame River Educational Trust plays host to training and placements in very strong schools
(Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we are
working in partnership with other schools in Tameside. Bursaries are available!

For further information please contact K.Oag@mossleyhollins.com
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options
Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1




