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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

Workplace Encounter at Dentsu 

 

A group of our Year 9 students, including members of 
the equalex cohort, recently stepped into the fast-
paced world of media and marketing with a visit to the 
Dentsu offices in Manchester. 

This workplace encounter gave students a genuine 
insight into how creative ideas are developed and 
brought to life in a leading global agency. After touring 
the impressive offices and seeing professionals at work, 
students rolled up their sleeves and took part in two 
hands-on challenges. 

First, they worked in teams to pitch an original 
idea, developing their confidence in presenting, 
persuading, and thinking on their feet – skills 
that are invaluable in any career. They then 
moved on to the creative side of the industry, 
designing and producing advertising materials 
for a campaign, combining imagination with 
strategic thinking. 

 

Experiences like this not only bring learning to life but also help students to see 
the clear link between what they study in school and the exciting opportunities 
available in the world beyond the classroom. 

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS 



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

Powering Transformation at The University of Manchester 

Thirty-five students from Years 7 and 8 recently had the exciting opportunity to attend the Powering 

Transformation event, delivered by The Talent Foundry and hosted at The University of Manchester. 

 

From the moment they arrived on campus, our 

students embraced the experience with 

enthusiasm and curiosity. A highlight of the day 

was a guided tour of the university, where 

students were given a real flavour of what 

university life might be like. With the campus 

busy due to exam season, there was a genuine 

sense of the academic environment, helping 

students to begin thinking seriously about their 

own futures and aspirations for higher 

education. 
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The core of the event focused on developing key employability skills 

through an engaging, real-world challenge. Students worked 

collaboratively in teams to design innovative solutions to modern global 

issues, before presenting their ideas to their peers.  
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The quality of thinking, creativity and 

teamwork on display was outstanding. 

While every group impressed, there could 

only be one winning team: congratulations 

to Team Four, whose idea stood out for its 

clarity, innovation and impact. 

 

 

 

A particularly special moment came during 

the campus tour when students 

unexpectedly met former Droylsden 

Academy alumnus, Sara Hamdani.  

Now in her third year studying English and French, it was wonderful for our current students to 

connect their present learning with their possible futures. 

The Powering Transformation programme is designed to raise aspirations by giving students first-

hand experience of university life whilst developing essential skills such as teamwork, 

communication and problem-solving. It also encourages them to think creatively about real-world 

challenges and their role in shaping the future. 

Experiences like this are invaluable in helping our students to see the bigger picture—to understand 

not just what they are learning, but why it matters. We were incredibly proud of the maturity, 

engagement and ambition shown by all students throughout the day.  
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Matilda Trip to the Palace Theatre 

Students from Years 7 and 8 recently enjoyed a fantastic evening at the Palace Theatre watching the 
Royal Shakespeare Company production of Matilda The Musical. 

 

The spectacular performance brought 
Roald Dahl’s much-loved story to life 
through energetic choreography, 
memorable songs and outstanding 
acting. Students were captivated by the 
creativity of the staging and thoroughly 
enjoyed experiencing the atmosphere 
of live theatre in one of Manchester’s 
most iconic venues. 

 

For many students, this was their first opportunity to see a large-
scale musical in a professional theatre, making the evening even 
more memorable. The students were a credit to the academy 
throughout the trip and returned full of enthusiasm after a brilliant 
evening of entertainment and culture.  
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We Will Rock You – auditions  

 

 

Although it seems like only a few weeks since the Academy’s production of Fame closed, ensemble 

auditions are already under way for next year’s production of We Will Rock You. 

GCSE Photography 

As mentioned in the previous Newsflash, our Year 10 

photographers recently went into Manchester to take some 

photos of its iconic architecture. 
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Shakespeare Day 

 

On Thursday 23rd April, we marked William Shakespeare’s birthday once again, which also falls on St 

George’s Day. We celebrated the lasting impact Shakespeare has had on the English language, the 

literary heritage of this country and the wider world. 

 

 

 

In their weekly reading lessons, Key 

Stage 3 students in English thoroughly 

enjoyed exploring abridged versions 

of some of Shakespeare’s plays, 

bringing them to life with expressive 

performances and, at times, 

delightfully over-the-top costumes.  

 

Year 7 took on the comedy, Much Ado 

About Nothing, Year 8 performed the 

historical play, King Henry V and Year 

9 tackled the tragedy, King Lear. 
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Meanwhile, members of the English department, along with Mrs Ormrod, our librarian, joined in the 

fun by wearing Shakespeare-themed t-shirts featuring well-known quotes such as ‘weird sister’, 

‘Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow’ and ‘a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.’ 

 

In the Library, Mrs Ormrod delivered a spirited Loud Allowed! 

session that had students testing their ‘Will Power’. The event 

featured a quick-fire quiz, a ‘Finish the Quote’ challenge and a 

‘Comedy or Tragedy’ round. The energy and enthusiasm of the 

contestants were palpable, while the student librarian assistants 

certainly had their work cut out delivering prizes at the frantic pace 

of the competition. 

 

  

Whether it was the allure of the excitement or the 

sight of sweet treats flying enthusiastically through 

the air, plenty of passing students were drawn into 

the fun. Even the prefects on duty found themselves 

unable to resist joining in. 
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When all was said and done, there was one clear victor: Nadiya Tiplady, 

Head Student Librarian, who wowed the room with her impressive 

knowledge of all things Shakespeare, both on and off the curriculum. 

Bravo to thee, Nadiya - thou art as gamesome as thou art witty! 

 

 

 

More News from the Library 

Hot on the heels of our recent Battle of the Bands competition, students inspired to explore a future 

in music are encouraged to visit Mrs Ormrod in the academy library. Whether you’re interested in 

performing, producing, or learning more about careers in the industry, Mrs Ormrod can point you 

towards a range of opportunities and resources to get you started. 

 

 

 

As part of the National Year of Reading, nine of our Year 7 and 8 

students are proudly representing Droylsden Academy in the very first 

Tameside Young Readers’ Award. This exciting initiative aims to foster a 

genuine love of reading and encourage students to read for pleasure 

beyond the classroom. 

From March to June, 

ten schools from 

across Tameside will 

each read three 

Young Adult novels 

written by authors 

from the North West, 

before coming 

together to vote for 

an overall winner.  

 

 

Alongside the reading, students will take part in a range of enrichment 

activities, including creative workshops and visits to local libraries. 

 

The project will culminate in a celebration event at Dukinfield Town Hall, where students will enjoy a 

live Q&A and meet-and-greet with the authors, before the winning book is revealed—an experience 

that promises to be both memorable and inspiring. 
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Recently, our Droylsden Academy group visited Droylsden Library, where Community Librarian Josh 

Stoddard delivered an engaging and informative session. Students learned how to make the most of 

library services and discovered the wealth of opportunities available through their local library. 

While the group clearly appreciated the library’s modern and sophisticated spaces, there was also a 

touch of nostalgia as they revisited the children’s section! Ruby Fox and Jason Bakisa were quick to 

point out that, despite the appeal of the boardroom-style seating, the cosy book nook remained 

their firm favourite. 

 

At the end of April, our band of merry bookworms 

reconvened at Droylsden Library for a special 

workshop with Lis Jardine, author of The Detention 

Detectives Trilogy. After explaining that, in her opinion, 

there are two types of writers — ‘plotters’, who 

meticulously plan their work in advance, and 

‘pantsers’, who fly by the seat of their pants and let 

creativity guide them in the moment — she declared 

that the very best murder mysteries are crafted by 

‘plotters’. 

 

Armed with this wisdom, Lis delivered a masterclass in murder mystery writing and our students’ 

ideas absolutely blew her away. Lis and Mrs Ormrod were particularly impressed by the raw human 

emotion woven into Ava Knott’s plot, while Zach Gallagher received a brief but memorable 

secondary masterclass in derivative works and trademark violations after proposing that the victim 

in his story should be the infamous Jabba the Hutt. 

 

If any students, parents or carers would like to become a member of a Tameside Library, they can 

complete an online application at www.tameside.gov.uk/Libraries/Joining-the-Library  

Alternatively, they can download, print and complete a physical application here TL Application Form 

 

 

 

 

Oakfield House – Rewards 

The House Leader of Oakfield, Miss Worsley, has recently nominated a group of students for a special 

rewards lunch. With so many deserving candidates, the selection process was no easy task. 

These students were chosen for their outstanding participation in House initiatives, including 

fundraising events, competitions, and electives. Their enthusiasm and commitment have truly set 

them apart. 

 

We are proud to recognise our MVPs – Most Valuable Players – for their exceptional contribution to 

Participation Points: Sam McLow, Lela Woolley, Ruby Lillie Clark, Cate Roberts, Joshua Gavan, Olivia 

Cunningham Clark, Daisy Leeds. Congratulations to all! 

REWARD LUNCHES – IN RECOGNITION OF UPHOLDING OUR ACADEMY VALUES 

http://www.tameside.gov.uk/Libraries/Joining-the-Library
https://www.tameside.gov.uk/getmedia/19c5c303-a6bc-44a7-8669-318c900be194/Application-Form-to-Join-Tameside-Libraries.pdf
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Einstein’s Elective  

 

Students explored the fascinating science behind why tonic water glows under UV light. They 

discovered that the effect is caused by quinine, a compound that absorbs ultraviolet light and re-

emits it as a visible blue glow – a process known as fluorescence. 

 

 

 

To take their learning further, students added bleach to the tonic water 

and observed the glow gradually fade. This demonstrated how chemical 

reactions can break down the molecules responsible for fluorescence, 

causing the light to disappear. 

 

A brilliant, hands-on investigation that brought science to life and 

deepened students’ understanding of how substances interact and affect 

visible properties such as light emission. 

 

 
 

Girls’ Football 

It has been a fantastic few days 
for girls’ football at Droylsden 
Academy, with both the U12 
and U14 teams enjoying superb 
semi-final victories. 

 

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP 
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The U12s secured an excellent win against Longdendale in the cup semi-final, with Katie Smith, 
Macy Marshall and Amelia Moore all getting on the scoresheet. 

The U14s also showed 
tremendous resilience in a hard-
fought cup semi-final against 
Great Academy Ashton. A 
stunning goal from Olivia 
Cunningham-Clarke took the 
game to penalties after a 1-1 
draw. Goalkeeper Libbie King 
was outstanding, saving penalty 
after penalty, before Katie Smith 
stepped up to score the winning 
spot kick after an incredible ten 
rounds of penalties. 
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In English, Miss Stead has nominated Alex Kendall, from Year 9: Alex has 
demonstrated excellent dedication and focus throughout our Issues That 
Matter unit. He has worked hard to develop and refine the structure of his 
non-fiction writing, showing a clear and growing understanding of how to 
organise and shape his ideas effectively. Alex constructs thoughtful, 
persuasive arguments, using well-chosen evidence to engage and influence 
his reader. His commitment to improving his craft is clear in every piece of 
work he produces. A fantastic effort Alex - keep it up! 

 

 

Miss Hirst has chosen Braeden Bell, from Year 7, as her Science SOTF: 
Braeden has been outstanding in recent weeks. Since the start of the 
year, he has shown a significant growth in resilience, refusing to give 
up and continually challenging himself to achieve more—and this is 
clearly reflected in the quality of his work. His positive attitude has 
not gone unnoticed. Braeden has taken on a leading role during 
practicals, supporting others with encouragement and helping to 
build confidence across the group. A fantastic effort—Braeden has 
done brilliantly, and I look forward to seeing his abilities continue to 
grow. 

 

Also in Science, Mr Ahmad has chosen Year 8’s Beau Cahill: Beau is a polite and hardworking student 
who consistently produces work to a strong standard. He makes the most of every moment in 
lessons, fully engaging with his learning and striving to improve. His focus, determination to follow 
instructions, and ability to stay on task have led to some excellent results in class practicals. Keep up 
the great work, Beau! 

Mr Naveed has recognised Lily Hall, from Year 11 as his Maths SOTF as she has demonstrated 
exceptional dedication to her learning in Maths. She approaches every lesson with focus and 
determination, consistently giving her very best effort, and completes her homework with great care. 
Lily’s positive attitude and resilience make her a fantastic role model for others. 
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In Humanities, we are delighted to recognise our Students of 

the Fortnight. In Religious Studies, Sam Myerscough (Year 

11), nominated by Mrs Bugler, has significantly stepped up his 

revision ahead of his upcoming GCSE exam, producing 

detailed classwork and high-quality independent revision at 

home.  

 

 

 

Also in Religious Studies, Miss Worsley has nominated 

Year 11’s Ava Stamper, who has shown a strong 

commitment to improving her revision, with a notably 

positive attitude, increased effort, and thoughtful 

contributions in lessons.  

 

In Geography, Mrs Banks has nominated Dolci Sherridan (Year 10), who is working hard to engage 

fully with tasks and is showing real resilience in overcoming her concerns about making mistakes, 

allowing her to make increasingly strong progress. 

We were delighted to receive a 

message from a member of the 

public praising the actions of 

three of our Year 10 students, 

whose kindness, honesty and 

integrity truly reflect the values 

of our school. 

 

 

After a bag containing important personal items, including medication, was misplaced, the students 
were asked if they had seen it. Although they had not, they took it upon themselves to go above and 
beyond, searching for the bag of their own accord. Upon finding it, they ran a considerable distance 
to return it to its rightful owner. 

Their actions were described as ‘an amazing gesture’ and the individual was keen to express their 
sincere gratitude and admiration. 

Archie Nixon, Matthew Laing and Oliver James: your selflessness, initiative and compassion have 

not gone unnoticed. You are a credit to the school, and we are incredibly proud of you. 
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A mention too for Sophie 
Roman in Year 8 recently 
travelled to Orlando to 
compete at the prestigious All 
Star Worlds, representing 
Team Legacy from TDS Cheer 
and Dance in Abbey Hey, 
Gorton. Competing in the 
Youth Hip Hop category, 
Sophie’s team achieved an 
outstanding 11th place in the 
world against 19 teams. 

This is a remarkable accomplishment, made even more special by the 
journey it took to get there. Sophie has been part of TDS for over 10 
years, competing across the UK, and earning a place at this international 
event is a significant achievement in itself. 

Adding to the success, the senior team from the same dance school also placed 5th in the world, 
highlighting the exceptional standard of the programme. 

By all accounts, it was an unforgettable experience and one Sophie will remember for years to come.  

 

Good attendance is vital to success. Every school day helps students build knowledge, skills, and 
confidence — and every missed lesson means missed learning that can’t be fully replaced. Being in 
school consistently keeps you on track, helps you develop positive habits, and strengthens your 
connections with teachers and friends 

Every single day matters, and each opportunity in the classroom helps 
shape your future success. 
 
Here is the WOW of the Week Attendance Leaderboard for the past 
two weeks — congratulations to all our winners! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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A message from Mrs McCallum 

 

As we enter the summer term, this is naturally a time when assessments come into sharper focus—

particularly for those students preparing for GCSE examinations. We recognise that this can be a 

challenging and, at times, pressurised period for both students and their families. 

 

To support you, we are sharing a helpful resource designed to guide parents and carers in 

encouraging effective revision habits at home. It offers practical strategies to help students structure 

their time, avoid procrastination, and minimise distractions, while also promoting a healthy balance 

between study and wellbeing. 

 

Small, consistent routines can make a significant difference at this stage, and your support is 

invaluable in helping students feel confident, organised, and prepared. This is well worth a read and 

we hope you find it useful. 

 

 

A message from the Universally Manchester Festival 2026 Team: 

 

We're excited to invite you, your young people, and their families to our annual Universally 
Manchester Festival. This free event will be held at The University of Manchester, on Saturday 13 
June 2026, 11am - 4:30pm.  
 
The festival promises to be a great day, with over 80 interactive stalls and our Bee Curious 
programme of inspiring short talks and performances. From music to medicine, poetry to planets, 
and art to atoms there’s plenty to discover and do with activities for all ages!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discover our full programme of activities at: https://universallymanchester.com/ 

https://storage.pardot.com/891981/1736314163H91qVIuT/UK_AMA_Resource_New.pdf
https://universallymanchester.com/


Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

A message from our Catering Team   
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And week commencing 18th May 

 

 

 

Academic Year 2025 to 26 

The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows: 

 

Summer Term 

 

We close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 22nd May and re-open on Monday 1st June. 

We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 16h July at 12pm. 

 

• Week commencing 11th May there are GCSE Photography visits to Manchester 

• On Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st May there are HPV vaccinations for Year 8 

• There is a DoE Bronze Expedition from Thursday 21st to Friday 22nd May 

• The Food and Nutrition residential visit to Italy takes place from Thursday 21st May until 

Tuesday 26th May 

• On Thursday 4th June, there is a Religious Studies educational visit to Manchester Central 

Gurdwara for Year 8 

• The following week there is a Religious Studies educational visit to Ashton Central Mosque on 

Thursday 11th June. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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