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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

Elective showcase: Duke of Edinburgh – Silver Expedition 

 

The Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Practice 

Expedition got off to an excellent start as 

students completed a demanding 14km route 

from Edale to Thornhill. The expedition tested 

both physical endurance and navigation skills, 

with groups tackling the challenging climb of 

Win Hill and negotiating the varied terrain of 

the Peak District. Along the way, students 

gained valuable experience in map reading 

and route finding, with some groups needing 

to retrace their steps to locate the correct 

path. 

 

 

Throughout the day, however, every team demonstrated 

resilience, determination and impressive teamwork. By the 

evening, all groups arrived safely at camp in good spirits, 

where they prepared hot meals on their gas stoves before a 

well-earned evening relaxing under canvas. 

 

 

 

IN THE NEWS OVER THE LAST FEW WEEKS 
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Day 2 saw students take on the climbs over Lose Hill and Hollins Cross 

as they made their way back towards Edale. The route allowed 

students to experience sections of the breathtaking Edale skyline, with 

spectacular panoramic views across the surrounding Peak District 

countryside. Improved weather and sunshine provided a welcome 

boost after two physically demanding days of walking, and students 

continued to display excellent 

perseverance, teamwork and positivity 

throughout the expedition. 
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Following the expedition, teams spent a 

further night camping in Edale before 

returning to the Academy on Saturday 

morning. 

 

The expedition formed part of the students’ 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Practice 

Expedition in preparation for their full three-

day qualifying expedition in July. Alongside 

the expedition section, students are also 

completing volunteering, physical and skills 

sections as they work towards achieving 

their full Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
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Workplace Encounter at KPMG. Manchester. 

Students from Years 9 and 10, including several students involved in our Equalex pilot programme, 
recently visited the impressive offices of KPMG in Manchester for an exciting workplace encounter 
delivered in partnership with The Talent Foundry. 

KPMG is one of the world’s leading professional services 
organisations, providing audit, tax and advisory services to 
businesses, organisations and governments across the globe. 
The visit gave students a valuable insight into the wide range 
of careers available within the financial and professional 
services sector. 

Throughout the day, students took part in a series of 
employability-focused activities designed to develop their 
communication, teamwork and presentation skills. Working 
alongside colleagues from The Talent Foundry, students 
explored the roles and responsibilities of key members of 
staff including Tax Managers, Audit Managers and Human 
Resources Managers before confidently presenting their 
ideas to the wider group. 
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Students were also given a tour of the 
modern offices, including the 
opportunity to take in spectacular 
panoramic views of Manchester from 
the 11th floor of the building. As we 
have come to expect from Droylsden 
Academy students, the organisers spoke 
very positively afterwards about the 
students’ attitude, engagement and 
exemplary behaviour throughout the 
visit. 
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GCSE Photography 

Year 10 GCSE Photography students recently 
travelled into Manchester to explore and 
photograph the impressive street art of the vibrant 
Northern Quarter. 

 

The visit gave students the opportunity to study 
a wide range of styles, techniques and 
compositions in a real urban environment, 
helping to develop their understanding of colour, 
texture, perspective and visual storytelling.  

 

 

Students explored the area 
with cameras in hand, 
capturing striking murals, 
graffiti artwork and the unique 
character of one of 
Manchester’s most creative 
districts.  The murals and 
paste-ups provide great 
material for their people and 
places unit and can be used to 
great effect in their future 
collages celebrating 
Manchester's culture. 
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Friday Pride Day 

 

Both staff and students enjoyed another hugely successful Friday Pride Day celebration on Friday 1st 

May. More than 70 students were invited to attend after being awarded Golden and Diamond Tickets 

by staff in recognition of their outstanding effort, attitude and achievement. Students were rewarded 

with a fantastic selection of prizes as part of the celebration. 

 

Friday Pride Day continues to be a real highlight of the Academy calendar, with students taking great 

pride in being recognised for their hard work and positive contribution to school life. Staff always 

enjoy the opportunity to celebrate these successes alongside our students and recognise those who 

consistently demonstrate our PRIDE values. 

 

 

Hayley  

 

“I received a golden ticket from my English teacher. He said that I had written an excellent paragraph 

and made an excellent effort to demonstrate the skills needed to achieve the higher marks. I felt 

great about receiving the golden ticket. It made me feel so happy and proud of myself. There are 

such a good range of prizes on offer. It suits everyone and anyone can achieve something. Friday 

Pride Day is a great celebration as it gives people the chance to embrace their achievements and 

celebrate. I look forward to it.” 
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Cody 

 

“I was awarded a diamond ticket after being nominated by my Spanish teacher. He praised me for 

me for my excellent effort in the Spanish speaking exam. When it was presented to me in the lesson 

it made me feel happy and was a nice surprise. I was very proud of myself. There are lots of different 

prizes available to suit a range of different people. I got pens for my exams. I love Friday Pride Day. 

The music puts everyone in a good mood, everyone is excited, especially to receive their prizes, as it 

motivates to everyone to work hard” 

 

Jacob 

 

“I was awarded a golden ticket for my hard work in History. I was so happy and it made me feel so 

proud. There are so many good prizes, I managed to get a chocolate prize. Friday Pride Day is really 

good. It gives people the opportunity to get a reward for their hard work other than working towards 

exams. It’s an extra bit of recognition that students value. Everyone can see how well we have all 

done and I like that.” 
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Dexter 

 

“I was awarded a golden ticket by my music teacher. My band won the battle of the bands and my 

music teacher is very impressed with my performance as a guitarist. In lessons, she is impressed with 

how much excellence I show in Music lessons, especially in theory work, and making an excellent 

contribution in lessons by answering questions. I felt happy, proud, and I felt recognised for my work. 

There is a good range of prizes. There’s a lot to choose from, there are really good options. Friday 
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Pride Day is such a good day for students to look forward to. An opportunity for students to be 

recognised for their work.” 
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The full list of other recipients: 

Tanisha Acheampong, Shanelle Adams, Josiah Afasy-Brown, Marcos Alberto, Taali Allikmaa, Ryan 

Asamoah, Akinfemi Bayo-Vergara, Tyler Barker, Alfie Baxter, Caleb Bebbington, Olivia Blanchard, Ella 

Blackshaw, Isabella Boult, Jayden Bunn, Sophia Butler, Archie Butt, Aswari Campbell, Amber Carney, 

Munachi Chidi, Lucy Deakin-Dickson, Bryson De Pauw, Olivia Dennerley, Daisy Dixon, Riona-Leye 

Edwards, Jamie Ellis, Leo Fenton, Zachary Gallagher, Dylan Gillespie, Dylan Gillespie, Lily Hall, Alfie 

Heatley, Isla Higgins, Benjamin Howell, Kimberley Hosker-Fagg, Millie Hinds, Lacey Hopkins, Ben Jones, 

Tillie-Summer Knight, Ava Knott, Luke Lai, Brice Lee, James Lee, James Madden, James Madden, Olly 

Marshall, Ruby-Leigh Mason, Jorgie Mcloughlin, Jorgie Mcloughlin, Gabriele Moraru, Charlie Morgan, 

Max Mulvey, Lily-Mae Nicholls, Rayah Norris, Eniola Ogunjimakin, Anna-Maria Parashkevova, Mia 

Pearce, Millie Phillipson, Isla Postill Bowker, Fletcher Quinlan, Isaac Rwathore, Miller Shaw, Lilly Slate, 

Theo Stagg, Ava Stamper, Olivia Thorpe, Tommy Travers, Charlotte Travers, Hao Xuan Yu. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the GCSE examination period begins and the end of their time at Droylsden Academy draws closer, 

Mr Mayall met with the Year 11 Senior Prefect Team for one final meeting. 

 

The group reflected on a hugely successful year in which the Senior Prefects have played an important 

role in the life of the Academy, representing the school superbly and acting as positive role models for 

younger students. Throughout the year, they have supported events, contributed to student voice and 

helped to promote the values and culture of the Academy through their leadership, maturity and 

commitment. 

 

Mr Mayall thanked the team for their contribution and wished them every success as they move into 

their final GCSE examinations and prepare for the next stage of their education and future careers. The 

Academy is incredibly proud of everything they have achieved and the example they have set for others. 

 

 

REWARD LUNCHES – IN RECOGNITION OF UPHOLDING OUR ACADEMY VALUES 
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Einstein’s Elective 

 

 

Students in Einstein’s Elective 

enjoyed a fascinating practical 

investigation this week exploring 

water density. By increasing salt 

concentrations and carefully adding 

food colouring, students were able 

to create separate liquid layers and 

observe how differences in density 

affect the movement and 

behaviour of liquids. 

 

 

 

 

The experiment produced some brilliant visual effects, with colourful layers stacking on top of one 

another to form striking patterns. Students particularly enjoyed watching how the liquids interacted 

and responded differently depending on their density, bringing the science behind the experiment to 

life in a fun and engaging way. 

ELECTIVES ROUND-UP 
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Einstein’s Club also explored heat transfer, gases and 
combustion this week through an exciting 
demonstration involving methane gas-filled soap 
bubbles. Students observed how flames can briefly 
travel across the surface of the hand, creating a 
dramatic and memorable science experiment. 
 
The demonstration instantly sparked excitement among the group, with students perhaps becoming 
a little too enthusiastic about volunteering staff members to take part! As always, the activity was 
carried out safely and gave students a fun, engaging way to see scientific concepts brought to life in 
front of them. 
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Evie K in Year 10 has been nominated by Miss Marlowe as English Student of the Fortnight for her 
unwavering commitment to her English studies. Evie consistently strives to complete all tasks to the 
very best of her ability and thoughtfully implements teacher feedback to improve her work. Her recent 
English Literature feedback for Papers 1 and 2, particularly within the Power and Conflict cluster, has 
been especially impressive. Keep up the fantastic work, Evie! 
 
Jacob B in Year 10 has also been nominated in English by Miss Hudson for his consistently positive 
attitude and the support he provides during lessons each day. Jacob is always organised, reliable and 
ready to help at both the start and end of lessons, regularly handing out books and resources with a 
smile and helping to ensure that everything runs smoothly. His cheerful attitude, willingness to assist 
others and mature approach never go unnoticed and make a real difference to the classroom 
environment 

 

 
Selected by Ms Patel as Science 
Student of the Fortnight, Emma P in 
Year 10 has been recognised for her 
consistently excellent effort and 
attitude in Triple Science. Emma 
always works hard in lessons but 
particularly impressed with her 
outstanding performance in her 
recent P4 end of unit assessment, 
achieving an exceptional 91%. A 
fantastic achievement- well done, 
Emma! 
 
 

Also in Science, Thecla N in Year 10 has been nominated for her 
outstanding work ethic and incredible performance in her recent 
assessment. Her hard work and determination are clearly paying 
off, with Thecla making fantastic progress in Science. In addition to 
her classroom success, she has successfully applied for and secured 
a place on the ‘Scientific You’ summer school — a brilliant 
achievement. Miss Sandiford is confident that Thecla will be a 
fantastic ambassador for Droylsden Academy. 
 
Nominated by Miss Barratt as Maths Student of the Fortnight, 
Aidan P in Year 8 has shown fantastic growth in both confidence 
and resilience over the last year. Aidan is a polite and hardworking 
member of the class who is always willing to help by handing out 
equipment and resources when needed. He regularly contributes to 
class discussions and answers questions confidently, demonstrating 
a positive attitude towards his learning. Even when faced with 
difficult tasks, Aidan continues to persevere and give his best effort. 
Well done, Aidan, keep up the great work! 

STUDENTS OF THE FORTNIGHT 
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Also in Maths, Tia H in Year 11 has been nominated by Mrs Egan 
for the exceptional determination and resilience she continues to 
show both in school and at home. Tia has been attending extra 
revision sessions and her confidence and mathematical ability are 
growing all the time as a result of her hard work and commitment. 
She is always willing to support others in class, while also 
demonstrating excellent independence by making effective use of 
her models and notes to strengthen her understanding. Mrs Egan 
wishes Tia every success in her upcoming GCSE examinations. 

In Humanities, Ella B in Year 8 has 
been nominated by Mr Peet as 
Geography Student of the Fortnight 
for her brilliant effort and excellent 
attention to detail in her river study. Her work was beautifully 
presented and included lots of fantastic detail, showing real care, pride 
and commitment to her learning. Year 11’s Louie M has been selected 
for Religious Studies by Mrs Frost for his fantastic attitude to learning 
and consistently thoughtful approach to Philosophy and Religious 
Studies. As his GCSEs approach, Louie has shown exceptional focus and 
determination, working incredibly hard in every lesson. Mrs Frost 
commented that he thoroughly deserves the excellent grade he is on 
track to achieve this summer. Tejiri E in Year 7 has been recognised by 
Mrs McCallum as History Student of the Fortnight for her outstanding 
effort and hard work in every single History lesson. Tejiri approaches 
every task with enthusiasm and dedication and is an absolute pleasure 
to teach. 
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Good attendance is vital to success. Every school day helps students build knowledge, skills, and 
confidence — and every missed lesson means missed learning that can’t be fully replaced. Being in 
school consistently keeps you on track, helps you develop positive habits, and strengthens your 
connections with teachers and friends. 
 
 
Every single day matters, and each opportunity in the classroom helps 
shape your future success. 
 
Here is the WOW of the Week Attendance Leaderboard for the past two 
weeks — congratulations to all our winners! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Droylsden Academy – Vacancies on the Local Governing Body 

  

Droylsden Academy is a co-educational 11-16 secondary school in Droylsden, with a roll of 935 

students.  It is the founding member school of the Tame River Educational Trust (TRET), which 

comprises three secondary schools within Tameside and is sponsored by Tameside College. 

  

Droylsden Academy is a highly successful school delivering strong academic results, providing 

excellent student support and offering a wide range of extra-curricular activities, resulting in the 

school being heavily oversubscribed for many years. 

  

The school’s three core values are that great learning comes from: 

•             Politeness 

•             Hard Work 

•             Honesty. 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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These values help underpin TRET’s Mission: 

  

The Tame River Educational Trust is a Multi-Academy Trust whose mission is to challenge 

educational and social disadvantage by establishing great schools in which to learn, teach and 

belong, and which promote learning, develop character, value diversity and build cultural capital.  By 

the age of 16 we aim for every student to progress to suitably challenging post-16 studies and 

apprenticeships. 

  

The Local Governing Body supports and holds the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team to 

account for the performance of the school.  It also provides a stakeholder voice through its elected 

Parent and Staff Governors.  Specific responsibilities of the Local Governing Body are delegated by 

the Trust Board via a Scheme of Delegation. 

  

The Droylsden Academy Local Governing Body is currently looking to recruit further Governors to 

strengthen its team.  We are looking for individuals with a broad range of skills and experience but 

are particularly interested in those with a background in education, business leadership. 

  

If you are interested in becoming a Governor, please find further details and complete the 

application form found here and send to Nils Elgar (Clerk to the Local Governing Body) 

at nelgar@tret.org.uk 

  

Alternatively, if you would like to discuss the role further, please also contact the Clerk at the email 

address provided. 

  

Applicants are advised to check the attached eligibility criteria and note that any appointment is 

subject to satisfactory DBS check, references and other relevant checks. 

  

John Rogers 

Chair of Governors, Droylsden Academy 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.droylsdenacademy.com/about-us/governors-information/vacancies-on-the-local-governing-body/
mailto:nelgar@tret.org.uk
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A message from our Catering Team  
 
This week, we will be serving: 
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And week commencing 8th June 
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Academic Year 2025 to 26 

The term dates for the remaining academic year are as follows: 

 

Summer Term 

We close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 16h July at 12pm. 

 

• On Thursday 4th June, there is a Religious Studies educational visit to Manchester Central 

Gurdwara for Year 8 

• The following week there is a Religious Studies educational visit to Ashton Central Mosque on 

Thursday 11th June. 

• The DoE Bronze Expedition takes place on Monday 15th June and Tuesday 15th June 

• On Wednesday 24th June there is a Year 9 educational visit to Alton Towers; a Year 7 and 8 

Library Project involving a visit to the local library and a Year 10 Geography Fieldwork visit to 

Manchester 

• Thursday 25th June is Year 7 Parents and Carers Evening: 3:45pm – 6:45pm as well as a 

Science trip to RHS Bridgewater 

• Cadets Summer Camp is from Saturday 27th July until Friday 3rd July 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 


